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Internet Safety
One in five children who use computer chat rooms has been approached over the internet by a predator. *

Only one in four youth who receive an online sexual solicitation reported the incident to an adult. *

As parents we have all become concerned about internet safety. As a mother of two teenaged boys it makes me long for the days when you had to stand up to change the channel on the television.  Your district counselors are addressing this issue in several ways.  This year, as part of the counseling guidance program, Stanley 4th and 5th graders attended an internet safety program by the Leawood Police department and a district computer specialist. We are also working on including the topics of texting, cyberbullying, and internet safety in the guidance lessons.

In doing my research, I came across some helpful websites that I want to pass on to you.  Some of them have games or activities that you can do with your children.  All of them have lots of good information.  They are www.isafe.org; www.kidshealth.org; and www.netsmartz.org. 
Here are a few tips that seem to be common across several of the sites that I researched.

· Become a part of your child’s online experience.  Spending time together will teach your child your expectations of online behavior.
· Keep the computers in an open area.  Elementary aged children should not have computers with online access in the bedroom.

· Become computer literate and learn how to block objectionable material.

· Share an email account so you can monitor messages.

· Teach your child never to respond to a negative or harassing email or text, even if it is from someone they know.  

· Do not allow your child in private chat rooms.  Learn how to block them.

· Place the computer in a common area where you can watch and monitor use.  (Nope- I didn’t accidentally repeat that one.  It’s a hint!)
If you are looking for more information, I encourage you to check out the websites listed above.  Please let me know if you have questions.
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*isafeinc-www.isafe.org; Predator Tip Sheet
