Mrs. Cutler’s 4th Grade Class



COMMUNICATION

1. Planner
2. Report Cards

3. Conferences

4. Direct Line—239-7584

5. School Center website http://www.bluevalleyk12.org/education/staff/staff.php?sectionid=2401&

6. Email:  lcutler@bluevalleyk12.org
** Best way to contact me is through voice mail or e-mail.  I check my e-mail and voice mail numerous times throughout the day.  My quickest response will be through e-mail.  You may also visit with me before school, during my planning time (9:45-10:45), or after school.  


School Rules


       Respect Yourself


       Respect Others


       Respect Property

Class Rules


       Respect Each Other and Property

       Don’t Cheat

       Be Honest


       Don’t Exclude


       Be a Problem Solver



       Have Fun
I am very excited to be your child’s teacher.  I have an open door policy and am always available to meet with you.  I have a lot of fun and interesting things planned for the school year.  I am confidant that your child will have an amazing year full of laughs and knowledge!!

Discipline:
On the student’s desks, they have a student behavior spotlight slide.  It has four colors on it: green, yellow, orange, and red.  If they are not making right choices, I ask them to move the slide to the next color.  Every day, they start on green.  If they make it to red, they have to stay in at recess and write a reflection on what they have done and what they can do to improve their behavior.  I then staple that in their planner and they have to take it home and get it signed by a parent (I also e-mail parent to let them know and be on the lookout for it).  They are to return the signed reflection note to me first thing the next morning.  If they make it to orange, then they must do a minimum of 5 “think” laps at recess.  At the end of each day, I have the kids write their behavior color in their planners 

so this way, parents can also tell how their day went.  If a student repeatedly gets in the red, then I send them to Mr. Sanders.[image: image1.png]< photo - Windows Picture and Fax Viewer





Innovation Spaces:

I have been selected to pilot a new technology program for the district.  My students will have access to iPads, netbooks, and e-mail accounts.  I am sure that as the year progresses, the students will be using other types of technology.  I will be doing a lot of activities requiring the use of technology devices, so the students may need to do some activities at home on a computer.  If you have an issue with your child having internet access or doing technology based activities, please let me know as soon as possible so I can make arrangements for the child to complete activities in class.  My 

ultimate goal is to go as paperless as possible (so we are not using a lot of copies) so I plan on assigning reading homework through e-mail.  If your child does not follow all ground rules for using the technology in my classroom, then they will lose the privilege to participate.

CPS Clickers:

The students will be using clickers in the classroom to take tests.  I have made many tests using the clicker format and it helps me with the grading.  Studies show that students that use clickers in the classroom do better on standardized tests.

Class Parties:

Room parents will be organizing three class parties for the year.  The first party will be that Halloween Party, followed by the Winter Party, and the Valentine’s Party.  Usually an end of the year party is planned also.  Please inform me that you prefer that your child not attend these parties.
E-mails and Voice Mails:

I do most of my communication via e-mail.  I send weekly newsletters and any other important information to your e-mail account.  Please check your e-mail on a regular basis.  I also send out occasional voice mail messages.  If you need to contact me, e-mail is the quickest way to get in touch with me.  I check my messages throughout the day.  
Birthdays:

It is acceptable for fourth graders to celebrate birthdays with a small treat if they would like to bring one.  A quick note or Voice Mail to the teacher a day before the treats are brought in would be appreciated.  Please bring self-serve portions (cupcakes or cookies) and not a sheet cake or large cookie.  Napkins are also appreciated.  Please do not send ice cream, we do not have freezer facilities to keep it frozen.
Lunch:

Our lunch time is 11:45-12:15.  You are always welcome to join your child for lunch.  If you plan on bringing lunch for your child, please bring a lunch only for your child.

Snacks:

I am allowing the students to bring snacks in to eat in the classroom in the morning.  The snacks must be healthy.  This is optional and you do not have to send snacks in with your child if you do not want to.  I am also allowing the students to bring in snacks to eat in the afternoon as well.
Water Bottles:

Water bottles can be brought to school but they must be the “push down, pull up top” kind.  Students are not allowed to have bottles with a screw on top.  This will prevent a lot of spills!  Please do not send in the aluminum water bottles for safety reasons.
Planners:

Students are responsible for writing daily assignments in their planner and taking it home with them each evening to refer to.  I ask each parent to check this over and sign the page. I write all of the assignments that we worked on for the day and the students only write their homework or work that they didn’t complete in their planner.  I will e-mail you their homework with the weekly newsletter in case your child forgets their 
assignments at school, then you don’t have to come up to the school to get it.  If your child is not using their time wisely and does not finish their class work assignments, I may ask that they take the work home to finish.    I give the students plenty of time to complete their work in class and I give them time at the end of the day to complete any work (including homework).  If there is no homework listed, they are to read for at least 30
minutes each night and record this in the planner.  If assignments are not handed in, I will write a note in the planner to let the parent know that the work was not completed and the student will move their clip.  I check the assignment notebooks at the end of the day to make sure that each child has written down the correct assignments.
Homework:

I am going to try my very best to make sure that your child does not have that much homework.  The typical homework assignments will be a math sheet and a reading sheet.  I am also requesting that each child read a minimum of 30 minutes each night and they need to write that in their planners.  I am going to try to send a reading homework assignment to your child to read and complete each week.  They will be e-mailing me back their homework assignment.  I may have them write a reading response as part of their homework assignment.  All assignments are due on Thursday but may be handed in earlier if complete.

Book Reports and Projects:

Your child will be assigned a book report project every few months to complete.  They will also be assigned other projects throughout the year.  It is the student’s responsibility to complete the projects.  I will e-mail parents information about the projects as they are assigned so parents will have an idea what the assignment is.

Friday Folders:

Each Friday, graded work from the week will be sent home in a red plastic folder.  I encourage you and your child to look through these papers together. A child may re-do/make corrections to the graded papers and hand back in.  I will re-grade the paper and average the two grades.  Your child will need to return the folder on Monday.  
Reading:
We are using a new reading series this year.  It is more difficult and requires students to think and respond much more deeply and critically than before.  Please be patient with me as we trek along in the reading series.  Students are to read each day for a minimum of 30 minutes.  This can be recorded in their planner.  Reading is a very important skill and reading every day helps your child grow.  If your child is having difficulty with reading comprehension or fluency, don’t hesitate to ask me for help or ideas.  
Book Orders:

If your child wishes to order books from the book order, please send a CHECK along with the book order form in an envelope with the child’s name on each.  The check needs to 
be made out to Scholastic.  I will not accept cash.  Orders may be placed online.  Instructions about on-line ordering will accompany the first book order catalogs sent home.  If an order is a gift for your child and therefore a secret- just leave a voice mail and I will happily take care of it. 
Grades and Report Cards/Progress Reports:

This year, we are going paperless for report cards and progress reports.  I will be sending you an e-mail reminding you to check the synergy website.  The website is http://bluevalleyk12.org/education/components/scrapbook/default.php?sectiondetailid=72566. You may also check your child’s grades online.  I will do my very best to keep the grades updated.  
Class Schedule:


8:25-8:45

Morning Work/Announcements

8:45-9:45

Math

9:45-10:45

Specials

10:45-11:15

Math/Intervention Block

11:15-11:45

Writing

11:45-12:15

Lunch

12:15-1:10

Science/Social Studies

1:10-1:30

Recess/Strings

1:30-3:20

Reading



2:55-3:30
Intervention Block

3:20-3:40

Planners/Pack & Stack/Clean-Up/





Read Aloud

Specials Schedule
Day 1- Music/PE
Day 2- Computer
Day 3- Music/Spanish
***On PE days, the kids are required to wear tennis shoes.
Day 4- Art

Day 5- PE/Spanish
Volunteers:

I have a desk outside of my class room that usually has things that parent volunteers can work on.  If I have a big project that I am working on, I would love to have some help.  If you would like to help out in any way, please let me know.

Wish List:

Here are a few items that are wanted or needed for the class room.  Any donations would be greatly appreciated!!!  2 Hula hoops, an electric pencil sharpener, pencils, cap erasers, highlighters, composition books, single subject spiral notebooks, $5 gift cards to Walmart or Target to buy miscellaneous items throughout the year,  Gel pens,  Jolly Ranchers, Post-it notes of various shapes and colors, Dum Dum Lollipops, colored copy paper, white cardstock, small and large Ziploc baggies, manila file folders, hanging file folders,  and EXPO markers.
It is going to be a wonderful year.  I look forward to working with you to ensure that your child receives the best education and that they reach their full potential.

