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Differences/Similarities
Today we read We’ll Paint the Octopus Red by Stephanie Stuve-Bodeen.  This book Is about a little girl named Emma who has a brother with Down Syndrome.  We then watched Respecting Differences.  This bright and cheerful video helps young children see the similarities and differences in the ways they look and feel, the games they play, the foods they like, the homes they live in, and the families they live with.  It celebrates their differences while reminding them that no matter how many differences there are, they are still special.  After watching the video, students looked at how they are all different heights, they have different eye color, they like to play different games, and they like different foods.  Students then found ways they were similar.  They are all students at Sunrise Point Elementary, they all love to play, they are all in the same class, and they are all part of the same classroom family.    
Questions for discussion at home:

1) What is similar about me and others in my class?
2) What is different about me and others in my class?  And why does that make me special in my class?
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