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Honesty and Courage

This week we talked about having the courage to tell the truth even when it is hard.  We read the story, “The Empty Pot”.  In the story the Chinese Emperor announces an unusual test to choose an heir- the child who raises the best flowers from a seed given by the Emperor will be his successor- Ping, unaccountably, is unable to get his seed to sprout.  In the story, the children have something they really want and some choose to lie to try and get it.  After the story, we talked about times we have lied to get something we wanted- a grade, a prize, a night without homework, etc.  Afterward the class was split into groups to read a story and decide who lied the most.  The class had lots of opinions; however, most of us found that we are responsible for ourselves and sometimes it takes a lot of courage to tell the truth. We also focused on taking responsibility for our actions when we do make a mistake, and to make things right again.  Honesty is the best policy!

Questions to discuss at home:

1) Can you think of times that it might be really hard to tell the truth?

2) If you realize you made a mistake, what can you do to fix it?
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