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Tattling


Today we learned about the difference between tattling and reporting.  Children have a hard time distinguishing between when it’s appropriate to get an adult’s help or when to attempt to solve the problem on their own.  We read a book, Tattlin’ Madeline by Caroline Cummings, which illustrated examples of when someone is tattling and when they are reporting something.


Afterward we decided that tattling is when we are trying to get someone else in trouble or trying to get our own way.  Reporting is when someone may be in danger, could get hurt, or are being bullied.  We talked about how to solve some common problems with others on their own.  If they’ve tried working it out on their own, but are not successful, they should ask an adult for help in solving the problem.  This is different than tattling because they are seeking a mediator to help everyone involved agree on a solution that will work for everyone.  Finally, we reviewed the bullying definition and talked about the importance of reporting when you or someone you know is being bullied.  We then played a game to help students decide what they should do in specific situations. 
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