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Diversity is the one true thing we all have in common. Celebrate it every day. – Anonymous

In fifth grade today, we talked about how each of us is different and unique and the importance of respecting those differences. We all possess talents or have a special knack for something.  On the flip side, there are also things that are challenging for us too.  Mary E. Whitcomb’s Odd Velvet is a heartwarming tale of friendship and acceptance.  The take away messages are that it's okay to be yourself…be proud and confident of that.  It is rewarding to get to know others…even if they're different! You just might find buried treasure in someone you thought was ‘odd.’  
Students were given a list of tasks which they rated as either “easy,” “hard,” “impossible,” or “never tried it.”  As I read various tasks, students moved to corners of the room where signs conveyed how they rated themselves.  This was a great lesson in seeing that what is easy for us, might be hard or nearly impossible for someone else.   It’s my hope that students will not only be aware of other’s unique qualities, but respect and embrace them as well.  Invite your fifth grader to share his/her strengths and challenges with you this weekend.
We have become not a melting pot but a beautiful mosaic. Different people, different beliefs, different yearnings, different hopes, different dreams.  –Jimmy Carter
5th Grade Counselor’s Lesson
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