
Honesty
Uniqueness
Our discussion in second grade was on celebrating our special selves and being proud of who we are and the strengths we have.  Sometimes others make us feel like we should be different than who we are.  I then shared the wonderful story by Bernard Waber, You Look Ridiculous.   A hippopotamus is wallowing very happily in her favorite mud hole until a snooty rhinoceros ambles along and tells her she looks ridiculous because she doesn’t have a horn on her nose.  As we read this story we illustrated just how ridiculous the hippo would look if she took the advice of all the jungle animals.  In the end the hippopotamus realizes she is just fine the way she is in spite of the fact that the elephant tells her that she lacks ears, the leopard, that she needs spots, etc.  The message to young children is that everyone is special and unique in his or her own way.  We closed the lesson writing down 3 things students like about themselves.  Perhaps they will share with you what they wrote and you can add three more things you like about them.
Tell the Hippo 3 things you like about yourself:

1.

2.

3.
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