Explorer Project

My Name_______________________________________________________

My Explorer_____________________________________________________

Due Thursday, 12/18/08.  No extensions due to the end of the grading period.  Presentations will occur Thursday (12/18) and Friday (12/19) so the project must be completed by 8:35 AM Thursday morning.  Thursday, 12/18 will not be a work day for the project.  You will have a minimum of 15 hours to work on this during class between 12/3 & 12/17.  Some work may be necessary outside of class.  Other scheduled homework will be light.
Do not lose this packet.  It must be turned in with the project!!!
This Explorer project will be given a Social Studies grade and a Communication Arts grade due to the extensive nature of the project (see rubrics at the end of explanation). 

A detailed description for each component is written below the summary.

Summary of items to be turned in:

· 6-page note packet for research gathering (handwritten)
· 1 ½ page typed biography of assigned Explorer based on research (laptop computers will be available during class and this must be completed at school in class)

· 2 physical representations for the Explorer

· Activity pages given by the teacher for specific Explorer (different for each student)

· Organized presentation of the materials

· Oral report showcasing your project

· This packet needs to be turned in with the project (the rubrics will be used for grading)

Details:

1) The 6-page note packet is a way for you to research and gather information about your Explorer.  You will gather the essential information by writing information IN YOUR OWN WORDS.  You must site which reference you are using for your information (i.e. internet site with basic address or book).
2) The 1 ½ page typed biography is the organization of the research information into a biography of the Explorer’s life and accomplishments (some information may be negative, depending on how your Explorer treated Native Americans).  You will be graded as writing an expository piece of writing with the attached Communication Arts rubric.  

3) You must have TWO different types of physical representations for your Explorer.  This could include a map, a graphic organizer, a diorama, a 3D object such as the man made of clay, a picture, an object from the time period that the Explorer used, or talk to Mrs. Hahn about any other idea you have for a physical representation for your Explorer.

4) Each student will receive several activity pages to complete about your Explorer to be turned in as part of your project and should be a part of the materials you turn in together.
5) Showcase your project either in a box, on a poster, or talk to Mrs. Hahn about other ideas you have about how to showcase your hard work.

6) Present your project to the class in 5 minutes or less.  See the last box of the Social Studies rubric for how you will be graded on your presentation.

TIMELINE for the project:

Wednesday, 12/3
Receive information about the project and your Explorer

Thursday, 12/4-
Gather research on 6-page note packet &
Wednesday, 12/10
work on completing activity pages
Thursday, 12/11-
Write/type biography & assemble materials

Wednesday, 12/17
in an organized manner

Did I mention that YOU WILL HAVE A MINIMUM OF 15 HOURS OF IN-CLASS TIME TO WORK ON THIS PROJECT!!!  Probably more!!!  Don’t panic…don’t waste time…ask for help when you’re stuck or don’t know where to go next…and you’ll be fine!!!

My Name__________________________ My Explorer_____________________
Social Studies grade rubric:

	Criteria
	4 pts.
	3 pts.
	2 pts.
	1 pt.
	0 pts.
	Score

	6-page research/notes
	Complete information for each page
	Mostly complete, but lacks some information
	Lacking information, not enough varied information
	Minimal effort is shown in research
	Not complet-ed
	

	Information in biography
	Complete and correct information
	Outlines most  of the important information
	Not enough information 
	Minimal effort shown in formulating biography
	Not complet-ed
	

	1st physical representation of Explorer
	Excellent representa-tion
	Good representation
	Slightly unrelated to Explorer’s life
	Unrelated to Explorer’s life
	Not complet-ed
	

	2nd physical representation of Explorer
	Excellent representa-tion
	Good representation
	Slightly unrelated to Explorer’s life
	Unrelated to Explorer’s life
	Not complet-ed
	

	Assigned activity pages
	90% accuracy or better
	80-89% accuracy
	70-79% accuracy
	60-69% accuracy
	59% accur-acy and below
	

	Creativity & Visual Representation
	Attractive and organized to look at
	Attractive but lacking some organization
	Unorganized and minimal attraction
	Lacks attraction and organiza-tion
	Not complet-ed
	

	Oral report in class
	· showcas-es organized  project in 5 minutes or less

· presents interesting facts
· makes eye contact with audience

· speaks clearly
	Student showcases project in a somewhat organized fashion in 5 minutes or less.
	Showcasing of project is unorganized or speaking voice and/or eye contact is not appropriate for the audience.
	Lacking informa-tion and presenta-tion of project as a whole.
	Not complet-ed
	


      Your score out of 28 points: 
My Name_________________________________________________________

My Explorer______________________________________________________

Communication Arts grade rubric:

	
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1
	Score

	Ideas
	The writing:

· is clear and focused on one topic

· includes interesting details that support my topic

· holds the reader’s attention
	
	The writing:

· is incomplete. The reader still has questions
· includes details that are skimpy or repetitive

· is somewhat interesting to read
	
	The writing:

· is not clear or focused

· details are missing or are unclear

· is not interesting to read
	

	Organization
	The writing:
· starts with a BANG!

· Has a satisfying conclusion

· Has a clear order using transitional words that make it easy for a reader to follow
	
	The writing:
· includes an introduction that does not excite or interest the reader

· does not have a satisfying conclusion

· somewhat enhances a clear main idea theme

· has some items or events out of order

· is somewhat easy for a reader to follow
	
	The writing:
· contains no introduction or sense of beginning

· includes no sense of ending

· does not enhance the main idea or theme

· does not have a clear order

· is not easy for a reader to follow
	

	Voice
	The writing:
· allows the reader to tell that the writer cares and it enthusiastic about the topic

· is convincing that this is what he thinks and feels
	
	The writing:
· allows the reader to somewhat tell that the writer cares and is enthusiastic about the topic

· is somewhat convincing that this is what he thinks and feels
	
	The writing:
· includes little or no evidence that the writer is interested in the topic

· contains no individual personality in the paper
	


	Word Choice
	The writing:
· includes words and phrases that help the  reader picture what is said

· contains words that are accurate, clear, powerful, suited to topic and not overdone
	
	The writing:
· allows the reader to get a fair picture of what the writer is saying

· communicates well, but lacks power
	
	The writing:
· displays a difficult picture of what the writer is saying

· uses repetitious words and phrases


	

	Sentence

Fluency
	The writing
· is easy to read out loud

· includes strong sentences that vary in lengths and beginnings
	
	The writing:

· is fairly easy to read aloud

· has some rhythm and flow

· most sentences have a similar sentence structure
	
	The writing:
· is not easy to read aloud

· does not flow easily

· all sentences have similar sentence structure
	

	Conventions
	The writing:
· needs only light editing (fixing paragraphs, sentences, spelling, grammar, punctuation…)
	
	The writing:
· needs editing (fixing paragraphs, spelling, grammar, punctuation…)
	
	The writing:
· needs significant editing (fixing paragraphs, sentences, spelling, grammar, punctuation)
	










Your score out of 24 points:
