August 16, 2012
Dear Parents/Guardians:

Resources for the communication arts classrooms have been selected at the district level.  These resources have been selected for their connection to the curriculum in accordance with Board Policy 4600.  The Blue Valley School District has adopted the Holt, Rinehart, and Winston anthology series (6-12) for use in the communication arts classrooms.  The materials include a literature anthology and a language (grammar and writing skills) text for each grade level. 

In addition, novels will be used at each grade level to support the curriculum.  The district has selected some of the most acclaimed classic and contemporary literature to meet the standards and benchmarks for the district and the state.  The novels listed below are the approved novels for seventh grade that I plan to use with the students.  The title marked with an * is the first novel I have planned for this school year, but that could change based on availability or other factors.  
We encourage your involvement in your child’s education.  Consider reading the titles either before or as your child reads so you may engage in conversations about the literature.  For your information, there are book rationales (summaries and connections to the curriculum) available for each title.  Although there is really no substitute for reading a book in its entirety, these summaries will provide you with some discussion starters for you and your child.   The book rationales may be reviewed in the school library or accessed online at http://www.bluevalleyk12.org/education/components/scrapbook/default.php?sectionid=3038
In addition, professional reviews and/or critical essays are available online for each title.  These links will be found at the same web address.   If you object to your child reading a particular novel, the district has a process in place for determining an alternate title.  If you have any questions or concerns, contact your child’s teacher at your earliest convenience.  

We look forward to a successful and productive year.

Sincerely,

Aimee Antilla     aantilla@bluevalleyk12.org
Sara Gerner       sgerner@bluevalleyk12.org
Ryan Mahoney  rmmahoney@bluevalleyk12.org
Titles of novels and video clips that may be used in my classroom:

Adventures of Tom Sawyer






by Mark Twain
April Morning 







by Howard Fast 
The Boy’s War







by Jim Murphy

A Christmas Carol






by Charles Dickens

A Christmas Carol (video clips)





staring Jim Carrey
Freak the Mighty







by Philbrick, W. Rodman
The Girl Who Owned a City
by O.T. Nelson

Hope Was Here
by Joan Bauer

Jason’s Gold

by Will Hobbs

Local News

by Gary Soto

Phineas Gage: A Gruesome But True Story About Brain Science 
by John Fleischman


Red Scarf Girl

by Ji-Li Jiang
Rifles for Watie

by Harold Keith
Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry

by Mildred Taylor
Steal Away Home

by Lois Ruby
Slave Dancer

by Paula Fox
Soldier’s Heart: A Novel of the Civil War
by Gary Paulsen
To Be a Slave

by Julius Lester
Touching Spirit Bear

by Ben Mikaelsen

The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle
by Avi

*The Watsons Go To Birmingham—1963
by Christopher Paul Curtis
Where the Red Fern Grows

by Wilson Rawls
How the States Got their Shapes: Mouthing Off
Produced by the History Channel
Please sign below indicating your receipt of this letter.  Your son/daughter should return the signed portion within one week.


I have received and read the letter concerning seventh grade communication arts/reading materials.
___________________________________________
______________
Student’s Name
Date
___________________________________________
______________
Parent’s Signature
Date
