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ELLs may lack of background knowledge in science. Our “hands-on" approach is different from what they are used to. Drawing conclusions on their own may be difficult for ELLs. In their own culture students may not have been trained to make guesses. 

Difficulties that ELLs face when learning science:

· The vocabulary of science presents a huge difficulty. There are a special set of terms for the student to learn. Even simple words that the student may know could have another meaning in science. 
· Directions are often multistep and difficult. 
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· Sentence structure is complex and the passive voice is used in textbooks. There are also too many concepts explained on each page of a science text. 
· Cooperative learning may not fit in with students experiences in learning. 

· Students lack background in scientific method 
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Hints for the classroom:
· lighten the language load- especially for homework

· You have the luxury of doing experiments, use it to your advantage, especially when presenting new material
· Use real life situations with science
· Use words with personal references.

 

Your body needs nutrients. You get these nutrients from your food.

*The personal reference to “your body/food” focus on the student 
and familiar everyday vocabulary
Recommended Sites and Internet Tools
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/
http://kidshealth.org/
www.learningscience.org 
http://trackstar.4teachers.org/trackstar/
http://www.efieldtrips.org/
Simulations: http://phet.colorado.edu/index.php  
Adapted from Challenges for ELLs in Content Area Learning by Judie Haynes (TESOL)
�   Challenges for ELLs in Science











