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	Ideas
	Includes all required information; coherent and logical; cites research and expands; thorough analysis provided
	Includes all required information; needs additional supports; cites research and provides some analysis
	Includes most required information; needs additional supports; too much repetition or rambling to be logical; cites minimal research
	Large amounts of required information missing; essay is unclear and/or heavy on opinions and light on research

	Organization
	Includes a clear thesis; supporting paragraphs follow thesis; transitions are effective; intro and conclusion go beyond simple summary; MLA formatted
	Includes a clear thesis; supporting paragraphs follow thesis; transitions present; either the intro or conclusion goes beyond simple summary; MLA formatted
	Includes a thesis; supporting paragraphs follow thesis; intro and conclusion are present but not functional; transitions are usually present; MLA formatting attempted
	Weak or absent thesis; paragraphs may be disjointed; either intro or conclusion missing; transitions often missing; MLA formatting absent

	Research
	Credible sources are used; appropriate documentation of sources is included within the essay and on works cited.
	Some credible sources are used; documentation of sources is included within the essay and on works cited.
	Some credible sources are used; documentation of sources is included within the essay OR on works cited.
	Sources are not credible; documentation of sources is missing within the essay and on works cited.
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