Stoltenberg Syllabus: 2011
Class Rules:

Students will develop classroom rules based on the framework that all members of the class should feel comfortable as a learner and as an individual.

HELP!

I am here for the sole purpose of helping you learn. I will be here before and after school and I am willing to work out any other arrangements that are necessary to help you succeed. 
Required Materials:

Students need to have the following materials everyday:

· Pen (blue or black ink), and/or pencil
· Communication Arts Spiral or Binder

· Agenda Book

· Text Book (when required)

· Novel of choice

Tardy Policy:

· Students will receive two free passes. 

· Tardies three, four, and five will result in a 30 minute morning detention. 

· Tardies six and beyond will be referred to the office. 

Grades:

Homework:
20% 

Homework provides practice for the mastery of concepts and targets.

All assignments will be posted on the calendar on School Center.

Tests:

80%

Tests will focus on the learning targets studied throughout the unit.

Grades will be updated on ESIS daily.  
Retakes:

Retakes are available for a maximum 80% score. As most Communication Arts and Reading targets are tested many times throughout the year, there will be very few retakes available. Retake information will be clearly communicated at the beginning of each unit. If a test retake is available, you are required to fill out a retake contract completing the following:

1. Corrections to the original test.

2. Identify missed targets and acquire parent signature.

3. Two paragraph reflection.

4. Complete all missing assignments (this will not result in credit in the grade book).

5. Attend one of the two teacher scheduled study/help sessions.

Late Work:

· Work is expected to be turned in on time. In order to receive full credit, work will need to be submitted at the due date.

· Students will have 24 hours from the original due date to turn in work to be graded for a maximum score of 70%.

· Work received after the 24 hour period will not receive credit.

Plagiarism/Cheating

The Prairie Star Middle School plagiarism expectations are consistent with the Blue Valley High School plagiarism policy.

Copying of another person’s ideas and/or works, whether intentional or not, in whole or in part, from a print or non‐print source, and using those ideas or works as one’s own, whether for written, visual, or spoken assignments/products.

Examples:

· word‐for‐word or image‐for‐image copying of material without quotation marks and/or attribution.

· Copying computer programs, disks, classroom tests, homework, reports

· Surrendering or distributing one’s work for another’s use.

· Deliberate and/or consistent lack of proper documentation and citation in a project or paper.

· In‐text documentation that is not reflected in a Works Cited page.

Consequences

Level 1

Occurs due to ignorance or inexperience on the part of the student.

· Student will rewrite or resubmit the assignment or a comparable assignment.

· Parent contact by the teacher

· Teacher discretion will apply towards a possible reduction of grade.

Level 2

An intentional and purposeful incidence of plagiarism. Examples include use of one or more instances of another’s ideas or works without correct citation, improperly acquiring information and/or intentionally altering it, directly copying of another’s work, and submitting another’s work as one’s own.

· Student will rewrite or resubmit the assignment or comparable assignment.

· Parent contact by teacher

· Office referral = parent contact by administrator, possible impact upon extracurricular involvement

· Teacher discretion will apply towards a reduction of grade in consultation with an administrator.
Adopted July 12, 2011
Communication Arts

Class Description:

The Communication Arts Class enables the students to be proficient in the production of written work through the use of writer’s workshop and grammar usage. 

Scope and Sequence:

Unit One: The Expository Essay – Character Analysis                    


4 Weeks
Essential Questions:
How does the organization of my essay affect the coherency of my ideas?




How do I use the text to support my ideas?

Writer’s Workshop: (4 days/week)


Developing a thesis


Organizing a Five Paragraph essay


Developing textual supports


Writing a complete outline


Composing the essay


Peer reviewing an essay


Community reviewing an essay


Revising an essay

Journaling (1 days/week)

Reading

Class Description:

This class will focus on reading comprehension through the use of novel studies, various literary genres as taught from our anthology text, vocabulary study and poetry units.  We will utilize a number of diverse activities to meet the learning styles of all students.  

Novels:

The Outsiders

The Diary of a Young Girl/Surviving Hitler/If I Should Die Before I Wake

To Kill a Mockingbird

Scope and Sequence:

Unit One: Short Stories 








6 weeks

Essential Questions: 
How does prior knowledge transfer to eighth grade expectations?





In what ways do story elements work together to develop texts?


Plot


Setting 


Character


Summary/Retelling


Main Idea/Theme


Figurative Language


Literary Devices

