Egypt- Section 1

October 28, 2009

The Gift of the Nile

· Longest river in the world

· Predictable cycle of flooding

· Lower and Upper Egypt

· Upper named b/c of higher elevation and start of river

Natural Barriers

· Cataracts- strong rapids acted as a barrier for trade

· Surrounded by deserts which protected them from attackers and isolated them from other cultures

· Seas- Mediterranean Sea and Red Sea

Modification to Environment

· Silt from Nile caused very fertile soil

· Irrigation

· Built basins (reservoirs) to collect and store water

· Built canals to direct water from basins to fields

· Grew surplus of crops

· Wheat, barley, fruits, vegetables
· Cattle, sheep

· Fish, geese

Natural Resources
· Water – irrigation, transportation

· Silt – better soil led to more farming

· Papyrus – baskets, paper, sandals
