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Q:  How can I best keep my child organized this school year?
A:  Every student will receive a student planner given to them at the 6th grade orientation.  This should be the main method of keeping organized.  If planners are lost, they can be replaced through the office for $5.  In addition, all binders should have a folder per subject, and it is strongly encouraged to have one designated as a homework folder.  We have found this to be the most successful organizational system.

Q:  When are parent-teacher conferences and how are they run?

A:  Conferences for middle school are going to be held on October 21, 22, 24 and the again on February 10, 11, 13.  Conferences are NOT mandatory in middle school.  There will be informal drop-in conference times available, and if teachers see the need to hold a formal sit down conference, parents will be notified.  You may also call to request a conference if you would like as well.

Q:  Will my student need any additional supplies not included in the school supply pack or stated on the school list?

A:  Teachers may occasionally request an additional item such as a spiral or folder that was not previously included in the written supplies.  Please check in with your child occasionally to see if he or she is well stocked with the necessary supplies throughout the school year.  Students will need to replenish paper, pencils, pens, etc. as the year progresses.

Q:  How much homework should my child expect in 6th grade?

A:  The general rule of thumb is 10 minutes for each grade level; therefore, you should expect around an hour of homework each night.  Of course this will vary according to individual students and their school habits, but 60 minutes is a good ball park figure.  

Q:  How are your grades weighted? 

A:  In 6th grade, homework and daily work are weighed as 30% of your student’s grade.  End of the unit tests and major essays will be 70%.
Q:  Can my child download the daily homework online? 

A:  Not all homework will be downloadable; however, teachers do their very best to get materials posted to Parent Vue.   We encourage this as a back up or in case of an absence and students would like to keep current if they miss class time.
Q:  What is T.C.B.?

A:  T.C.B or in another words, Taking Care of Business is an after school study hall opportunity for students to come and complete homework or ask questions about assignments or homework.  It will be held on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays.  Stay tuned to find out when each TCB will be held.
Q:  What do I do if my child is absent? 

A: We really encourage parents and students to go to Parent Vue to keep current with assignments and homework.  Parent Vue has daily concepts and homework for the day/week.  Many assignments are downloadable, but if not, students can check in with their teachers upon return to get any homework or notes they might have missed.  

Q:  When/How is the best way to contact the 6th grade teachers?

A:  We have personal plan time from 9:23-10:08 every day.  Email is the best way to reach us if you have a question or concern.  Emails will most likely be returned within the school day, but the response may not be as immediate if it is left after our plan time.
Q:  What official assessments do you give during the year?

A:  Again this year, your students will take the Reading and Math MAP Test in the fall and spring as well as the State Reading and Math Assessment in the spring.  
Specific Reading and Communication Arts FAQ’s
Q:  What's your email/phone?

A:  You can reach me at jbartsch@bluevalleyk12.org.  I check this email several times throughout the day.  Depending on when I receive your message, I will always respond within 24 hours.  My direct line into my classroom is 239-5690.  It will go into my voicemail if the message is left during the school day. 

Q:  What are 20/20 Logs and when are they due?
A:  20/20 Reading Log is our monthly program in which students keep track of the independent reading performed outside of school.  They will begin in September and the students have through the month to log in their reading.  The log will always be due the next school day after the last day of the month.  This due date is typed on each log to remind the students of this date.  A detailed letter will be sent home in the first couple of weeks.


Q:  Is there a book for ELA and Reading?

A:  Yes, there is a book called Pearson/Prentice Hall Literature.  These will not be checked out to the students but instead kept in the classroom.  If students need to finish up an assignment, they may check out a book or can access this text online.  We’ll be showing the students how to do that.  

Q:  What novels do you read and when do you read them? 

A:  In middle school, we are required to choose books off of an approved reading list.  We have read alouds throughout the year as well as self-selection of novels read for our 20/20 reading program.  As a whole class, we will read two novels, usually one during 2nd quarter and one during 4th quarter.  In the past we have read A Wrinkle in Time in the fall and student choice with literature circle in the spring, but they are always subject to change.


Q:  What are Roots/Stems quizzes and how often are they?

A:  Roots and Stems are a list of up to 20 prefixes/suffixes/roots that students are required to memorize the meanings and then show they understand the meanings through an example word they will need to insert in sentences.  They will then have a test every other week.

