Japanese Poetry

Tanka

Written for 1300 years in Japan

Five line poem

5-7-5-7-7 Syllables per line
Example #1:

Not a trace is left


of that blossom-tinted wind


that filled my garden.

Those who visit me today


will see only fallen snow.

Example #2:

Off in front of me


on that faraway summit


is the setting sun,

while in the mountain shadow


darkness moves through the pine trees.
