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Cities

· City-states- a city and all the countryside around it

· had a lot of conflict with each other due to the lack of fertile land
Government 

· large empire created by Sargon-ruler of Akkadian
· first ruler to have a permanent army and use bows and arrows
· used army to launch a series of wars against neighboring kingdoms

· established world’s first empire:  land with different territories and peoples under a single rule.

· Gilgamesh:  ruler of Uruk became a legendary figure of Sumerian literature
Religion

· Polytheistic:  worship many gods

· Each city had a god as a protector

· gods had enormous power

· priests interpret wishes of gods

· everyone must worship and serve the gods

Society 
· Social Hierarchy – the division of society by rank or class
· kings
· priests

· skilled crafters, merchants and traders

· laborers and farmers 

· slaves
