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China’s Physical Geography

· Gobi Desert: spreads over much of China’s north

· low-lying plains: covers most of eastern China and creates one of the world’s largest farming regions

· Plateau of Tibet:  western China

· Qinling Shandi Mts:  separates northern China from southern China

· Climate:  varies widely across China

· Rivers:  helped link people to the west but at the same time the mountains b/t them limited contact
· Huang He (Yellow River)- 

· stretches for 3,000 miles across northern China

· floods and leaves behind silt

· Sometimes called China’s Sorrow

· Chang Jiang, or Yangzi River

· cuts through central China
· longest river in Asia

Civilization Begins

· floods helped with agriculture

· grew rice in some areas

· Social order:  filled the tombs of the rich with objects such as jade jewelry 
