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The Zhou Political System
· Zhou kings claimed to possess mandate of heaven
· Heaven gave power to the king or leader and no one ruled without heaven’s permission.

· New political order

· King: led the government and gave land to lords.

· Lords and Warriors: paid taxes to the king and provided warriors to protect his lands.

· Peasants: farmed the nobles’ land

· Over time political order broke down and authority of the Zhou kings began to be rejected.

· The Decline of Zhou Power
· Entered the Warring States Period:  a period when armies fought each other to gain territory.  The armies used new weapons and battle techniques in the civil wars that lasted more than 200 years.

· China lacked a strong government to stop the power struggles within the ruling-class families.

