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The Rise of a New Government

· Liu Bang, a peasant, became emperor of Han Dynasty

· Wanted to free people from harsh government

· Lowered taxes and made punishments less severe

· Gave land to his supporters

· Relied on educated officials to help him rule

Wudi Creates a New Government

· Wanted a strong central government

· Took land away from lords

· Raised taxes

· Government controlled the grain

· Confucianism became China’s official government philosophy

· Wealthy or influential families continued to control the government

Social Classes
· Upper Class:  Emperor, his court and scholars 

· Second Class:  Peasants (largest group)
· Third Class:  Artisans who produced items for daily life and some luxury goods

· Lowest Class:  Merchants bought and sold what others made

· Classes only divided people into social rank; it did not indicate wealth or power

Han Achievements

· Art and Literature

· Figure Painting, realistic scenes, covered tombs and palace walls 

· Poetry: fu and shi styles

· Inventions and Advances

· Paper: able to make “books”

· Sundial:  uses the position of shadows cast by the sun to tell the time of day.

· Seismograph:  a device that measures the strength of an earthquake

· Acupuncture:  practice of inserting fine needles through the skin at specific points to cure disease or relieve pain.
