Section 4:  Indian Empires

January 21, 2010

Mauryan Empire
· Lasted for 150 years
· Complex government:  army of 600,000, war elephants, chariots, 
· Farmers paid heavy tax to the government for army’s protection

· Asoka

· Mauryan Emperor

· Converted to Buddhism

· Dug wells and built roads

· Encouraged the spread of Buddhism

Gupta Empire
· Reunited India

· Promoted Hinduism

· Considered the caste system as an important part of Indian society.

· Many achievements:  university, art, architecture, literature
