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EXPECTATIONS:   I believe that every student has the ability and desire to succeed.  Students belong to a classroom where respect and honesty are expected from them.  When students work as a team, believe in themselves, and strive to reach their goals, there is nothing that cannot be accomplished.

HOMEWORK:  Students are sometimes given class time to complete their homework.  Please expect students to have at least one to two nights a week of Social Studies related homework.  Late homework sometimes happens to the best of students.   Please make every effort to get work turned in on time.  When doing homework, a segment of study time should be spent on “studying”.  Research has shown that students who review notes, assignments, and class work done that day, and re-review the same material two days later will have more of the information in long-term memory.  Test scores usually improve dramatically for students using this method.  It also cuts down study time the night before a test, as the material is already in long-term memory, and cramming is not necessary, just a short review.  


ASSESSMENT:  Students can expect to be assessed on homework, class work, projects, quizzes, and unit tests.  A study guide will be available before unit tests.  Assessments are weighted.  Assessment of Learning (AOL) is 70% of grade.   These include unit tests or projects. An assessment for Learning (AFL) is 30% of grade which include homework, quizzes, etc. 
ANCIENT CIVILIZATIONS:  A look into the past will help us understand our present and future.  Students will explore the early cultures starting with Mesopotamia and Egypt and then China, Japan, Sub-Saharan Africa, India, Greece, Rome, and the Middle Ages.  Throughout each of these cultures we will focus on the eight Elements of a Culture:  Physical Features, Language, Values and Religion, Government and Law, Social Organization, Customs, Economics, and Technology.  We also complete a unit of describing the major beliefs and practices of the world’s great religions: Christianity, Judaism, Hinduism, Islam, and Buddhism. 

