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1. What were ways that slaves tried to control their own lives?
Religion

Escaped to freedom
Worked slowly
Designed their own clothing

Told folk tales to keep their culture

Kept their own gardens
2. What was the purpose of slave codes?

They were used to restrict the rights of slaves and free-African Americans

3. What were the effects of slave auctions on slave families?

Many slaves were separated from family members and had no way of knowing where they were or how to communicate with their families

4. What were some of the ways slaves could get their freedom?

Master could grant them freedom

Escape to non-slave states or Canada

Buy their freedom

5. What was the gang-labor system?

A system where all of the slaves in a group would do the same job at the same time, like picking cotton

6. What kinds of jobs did most slaves do?

Slaves in rural areas worked on farms as laborers or artisans

Slaves in cities worked as craftsmen, domestic servants, in mills, etc.

7. How were slaves and free African-Americans treated in the South?

They faced constant discrimination and restricted rights

8. What were the five classes of Southern Society?

A. Planters

B. Yeomen

C. Poor Whites

D. Free African-Americans
E. Slaves
9. How were yeomen different from planters?

Yeomen had smaller farms 

Rarely could afford slaves

Less influence on society

10. What were the duties of a planter’s wife?

Raise the children

Run the household by supervising household slaves

Plan and carry out social events such as parties and dances

11. How did planters influence southern society?

They held public office

They were the leaders of organizations

12. What were the effects of the cotton boom on the South?

The South had a stronger economy

Planters became wealthier

Ports such as New Orleans and Charleston grew quickly

Increased slave trade
Businesses associated with the cotton industry grew

New settlers moved to the South
13. What were the disadvantages of growing cotton?

Cotton used up the nutrients in the soil so that it could only be planted on the same land for 3 or 4 years in a row and then the land couldn’t be used for several years while it recovered its nutrients
14. What were the advantages of growing cotton compared to other cash crops?

A healthy crop was a guarantee of a profit because of the demand from the North East U.S. and England

It was easy to store

It was cheap to transport to market

It grew easily in the South

15. How did the invention of the cotton gin affect southern farmers?

They stopped growing other cash crops to focus on cotton

They increased the size of their farms

It increased planters’ need for slaves

It made it possible for farmers to clean much more cotton so they increase production

16. How did the invention of the cotton gin affect the domestic slave trade?

It increased the demand for slaves in the United States

17. Name three factors that made cotton growing profitable.
The invention of the cotton gin
The demand for cotton from England and the factories of the North

Slavery was a very cheap source of labor
