Civil War Test Study Guide   Answer KEY

1.  What was President Lincoln’s main goal when he took office in 1861?
To reunite the North and South and keep the Union intact.

2.  What did Abraham Lincoln promise in his inaugural address?

To leave slavery intact in the South; To preserve the Union; To keep the federal government from attacking the South.

3.  What Event marked the start of the Civil War?

The firing of Confederate guns on Fort Sumter.

4.  What was General Winfield Scott’s strategy for winning the Civil War?

He wanted to employ a naval blockade of southern ports and gain control of the Mississippi River to divide the Confederacy.

5.  Who were the Union and Confederate troops?  (women and children, volunteers, draftees???)

They were volunteers

6.  What was General Robert E. Lee willing to do since he was a West Point graduate?

Take risks and make unpredictable moves to throw Union forces off balance.  

7.  The Battle of Antietam caused what to shift?

It shifted control of the Civil War from the South to the North.  

8.  Why were the new warships so dangerous to the North?

Because the ships were heavily armored with thick metal plating.
9.  What difficulties did the Union have trying to maintain the blockade they had set up around the southern ports?             
They had to patrol thousands of miles of coastline.

10.  What was the goal of the Union army in the West?      To gain control of the Mississippi River.
11. The Siege of Vicksburg caused what to be cut off from the rest of the South?

The Western Confederate States were cut off

12.  In what state did the Battle of Pea Ridge take place?  And why was this important?
Northern Arkansas- It kept the confederacy from winning any Far West and Border States

13.  What did the Emancipation Proclamation do for slaves?  Be specific.

It set all confederate slaves free when the Union Army rolled through the South. The Northern Democrats felt it went beyond the purpose of the war. 

14.  How did life change for African American in the South after the Civil War?

They were now free because of the Emancipation Proclamation.

15.  Know that many Northern Democrats felt that the Emancipation Proclamation went beyond the purpose of the Civil War.

16. How were African American soldiers that were captured by Confederates treated?  
Was this the same treatment the white soldiers experienced?  The African American soldiers were often killed or sold into slavery and the white soldiers became prisoners of war but were not killed.  
17. Which African American Civil War unit played a key role in the attack on Fort Wagner?

The 54th Massachusetts Infantry

18.  What roles did women have during the Civil War?

Women provided medical care and took over jobs held by their husbands.

19.  Why was the Battle of Gettysburg important for northerners?

It was the first time the Northerners believed they could win the war.

20.  What was the purpose of Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address?

To remind Americans of the reasons the Civil War was being fought.  

21.  Know that General William Tecumseh Sherman’s march to the sea was an important contribution to the Union war effort and helped the Union succeed.  

Know the order these events occurred in for the Civil War Test.

The events listed below are in the correct order.

· Lincoln’s Election

· Secession of South Carolina

· Surrender of Fort Sumter

· Battle of Bull Run (1st)

· Battle of Antietam

· Emancipation Proclamation

· Battle of Shiloh

· Battle of Vicksburg

· Battle of Gettysburg

· Lee’s Surrender at Appomattox Courthouse

· Lincoln’s Assassination
