Louisiana Purchase 
Document Based Question



   Name:____________________Hr._____
To complete this DBQ you will need to do each of the following in the order they are listed.

1) Study each of the following 14 documents and answer the questions that follow each document to help you understand how different groups were affected by the Louisiana Purchase and why they were in favor of it or opposed it.

2) Use the information you’ve gained to make a map of the United States in 1810, similar to the map on Page 273 of the red Holt textbook, but only show the states in the U.S. and its territories.  
3) You will also put a drawing on your map to symbolize each of the four groups and list 5 reasons why each group supported or opposed the Louisiana Purchase.  The four groups are 1) Federalists, 2) President Jefferson and his supporters, 3) settlers who moved to the new territories, and 4) Native Americans.

4) Write one to two paragraphs to answer the Central Question.
Central Question: Did President Jefferson act in the best interest of Americans when he authorized the Louisiana Purchase?
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Statesmen James Monroe and Robert R. Livingstone completing

 
negotiations with Comte Talleyrand for the Louisiana purchase on April 30, 1803.
Document #1
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Thomas Jefferson : Third Annual Message to Congress

October 17, 1803
TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE UNITED STATES: 

The enlightened government of France saw, with just discernment, the importance to both nations of such liberal arrangements as might best and permanently promote the peace, friendship, and interests of both; and the property and sovereignty of all Louisiana, which had been restored to them, have on certain conditions been transferred to the United States by instruments bearing date the 30th of April last. When these shall have received the constitutional sanction of the senate, they will without delay be communicated to the representatives also, for the exercise of their functions, as to those conditions which are within the powers vested by the constitution in Congress. While the property and sovereignty of the Mississippi and its waters secure an independent outlet for the produce of the western States, and an uncontrolled navigation through their whole course, free from collision with other powers and the dangers to our peace from that source, the fertility of the country, its climate and extent, promise in due season important aids to our treasury, an ample provision for our posterity, and a wide-spread field for the blessings of freedom and equal laws. 

1)  What does President Jefferson describe as the reason why the United States and France agreed to the Louisiana Purchase?

2)  President Jefferson refers to the port of New Orleans as an “independent outlet” for U.S.  How would this “outlet” benefit the production of crops in the Midwest?
3)  Predict what would have happened if the Senate would not have approved the treaty to purchase Louisiana.  
Document #2

TREATY BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND THE FRENCH REPUBLIC 
Article III

The inhabitants of the ceded territory shall be incorporated in the Union of the United States and admitted as soon as possible according to the principles of the federal Constitution to the enjoyment of all these rights, advantages and immunities of citizens of the United States, and in the mean time they shall be maintained and protected in the free enjoyment of their liberty, property and the Religion which they profess. 

4)  Who were the inhabitants (people living there) of the Louisiana Territory when the U.S. purchased it from France?

5)  How did the rights of citizens currently living in the U.S. compare to the rights promised to the inhabitants of the Louisiana Territory?
6)  Evaluate how well the United States fulfilled its promises to the inhabitants of the Louisiana Territory as it promised in the treaty.
Document #3
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Alexander Hamilton (Modified)
Source: Alexander Hamilton wrote an editorial called
“Purchase of Louisiana” for the New York Evening Post,
July 1803.


The purchase of New Orleans is essential to the peace and prosperity of our Western country, and opens a free and valuable market to our commercial states.  This purchase will probably make it seem like Mr. Jefferson is brilliant. Any man, however, who possesses any amount of intelligence, will easily see that the purchase is the result of lucky coincidences and unexpected circumstances and not the result of any wise or thoughtful actions on the part of Jefferson’s administration.

As to the vast region west of the Mississippi, it is a wilderness with numerous tribes of Indians. And when we consider the present territory of the United States, and that not one-sixteenth is yet under occupation, the possibility that this new purchase will be a place of actual settlement seems unlikely.  If our own citizens do eventually settle this new land, it would weaken our country and central government. On the whole, we can honestly say that this purchase is at
best extremely problematic.

7)  What does Alexander Hamilton identify as the value of New Orleans to the U.S.?
8)  Why is Mr. Hamilton opposed to the purchase of the territory west of the Mississippi?

9)  Since Mr. Hamilton thinks the settlement of the western territory will weaken the central government, what do you think he would have been in favor of? 

Document #4
“The Prairie Dog sickened at the sting of the Hornet or a Diplomatic puppet exhibiting his deceptions!”
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10)  Who does the hornet represent?  How can you tell?
11)  Who does the puppet represent?

12)  Who does the prairie dog represent?  Why is it spitting money out of its mouth?
13) What do you think the author’s main message is? 
Document #5
Samuel White, 1803-U.S. Senator from Delaware
Source: [Annals of Congress] The Debates and Proceedings in the Congress of the United States with an Appendix Containing Important State Papers and Public Documents and All the Laws of a Public Nature; with a Copious Index, Washington, 1834-1856, 8 Cong., pp. 31-35.
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In purchasing the Louisiana Territory from France, President Thomas Jefferson has doubled the size of our country with a stroke of his pen; but he had also performed an act wholly at variance with his own principles and those of his party, which advocated a strict construction of the Constitution. He thus alienated some of his supporters, but he could take comfort in the fact that the purchase was otherwise a diplomatic and political triumph. It ended the threat of war with France and opened up a vast new region to settlement. The latter, however, was the reason why Jefferson was not the only one to act out of character. The Federalists, who had traditionally favored a measured expansionism, now oppose the acquisition of Louisiana partly because it was a Jefferson coup, but mainly because they fear that the westward movement of settlers would eventually shift the balance of power away from the East, where they were strong. They also dislike the idea of negotiating a treaty with their enemy, Napoleon. 

14)  According to Samuel White, what did President Jefferson do to act “at variance with his own principles”, in other words, out of character?
15)  Restate Samuel White’s reasons why President Jefferson should have made the Louisiana Purchase.
16)  Did the Federalists have a good reason to oppose the acquisition of Louisiana?  Explain.
Document #6
Letters by Federalists (Modified)

[image: image6.jpg]


Source: The two letters above are written between two Federalists. Rufus King was a Senator from New York and Timothy Pickering was a Senator from Massachusetts.

Rufus King to Timothy Pickering, November 4, 1803

According to the Constitution, Congress may admit new states. But can the President sign treaties forcing Congress to do so?  According to the Louisiana Treaty, the territory must be formed into states and admitted into the Union. Will Congress be allowed to set any rules for their admission? Since slavery is legal and exists in Louisiana, and the treaty states that we must protect the property of the inhabitants, won’t we be forced to admit the new states as slave states? Doing so will worsen the problem of unequal representation from slave and free states.

Timothy Pickering to Rufus King. March 4, 1804

I am disgusted with the men who now rule us. The coward at the head [Jefferson] is like a French revolutionary. While he talks about humanity, he enjoys the utter destruction of his opponents. We have too long witnessed his general wickedness—his cruel removals of faithful officers and the substitution of corruption and immorality for honesty.

17)  Why does Rufus King think that newly admitted states from the Louisiana Territory would have to be slave states?

18)  Why does this concern him?

19)   How do you think President Jefferson would respond to Rufus King’s letter?
Documents #7 and #8

Source: Document #7 http://common1.csnimages.com/lf/1/hash /641/1729140 /1/U.S.%2BHistory%2BWall%2BMaps%2B-%  
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Document #8 http://tuckahoe.wikispaces.com/file/view/LouisianaPurchaseMap .jpg/30545662/LouisianaPurchaseMap
20)  What European countries owned the three major territories of North America just before the Louisiana Purchase was made?

•

•

•
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21)  Name six states or parts of states that were acquired through the Louisiana Purchase?
•


•

•


•

•


•
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22)  Why do you think the British were very interested in the Louisiana Purchase?

Document #9
Santana, Chief of the Kiowas
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Source: Santana, Chief of the Kiowas, 1867. U.S. Bureau of Ethnography Annual Report, 17th, 1895–96. 

“A long time ago this land belonged to our fathers; but when I go up to the river I see camps of soldiers here on its bank. These soldiers cut down my timber; they kill my buffalo; and when I see that, my heart feels like bursting; I feel sorry.”
23)  Who do you think Santana believes the land settlers are taking rightfully belongs to?
24)  Why is Santana sorry to see the camps of soldiers on the bank of the river?
25)  Predict what would have happened if Santana’s tribe would have tried to stop soldiers from taking their land.
Document #10
Tecumseh-Shawnee Chief’s Speech 

Source: http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/nativeamericans/chieftecumseh.htm
I would not then come to Governor Harrison to ask him to tear up the treaty. [Tecumseh referred to the 1795 Treaty of Greenville, which gave the United States parts of the Northwest Territory. He had refused to attend the Greenville peace council.]
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But I would say to him, "Brother, you have the liberty to return to your own country." You wish to prevent the Indians from doing as we wish them, to unite and let them consider their lands as the common property of the whole. You take the tribes aside and advise them not to come into this measure. … You want by your distinctions of Indian tribes, in allotting to each a particular, to make them war with each other. You never see an Indian endeavor to make the white people do this. You are continually driving the red people, when at last you will drive them into the great lake [Lake Michigan], where they can neither stand nor work.

No tribe has the right to sell, even to each other, much less to strangers. …

Sell a country! Why not sell the air, the great sea, as well as the earth? Did not the Great Spirit make them all for the use of his children? How can we have confidence in the white people? When Jesus Christ came upon the earth you killed him and nailed him to the cross. You thought he was dead, and you were mistaken. You have the Shakers among you, and you laugh and make light of their worship. Everything I have told you is the truth. The Great Spirit has inspired me.

26)  What would Tecumseh like to see the white settlers do instead of taking their land?

27)  How was Native Americans’ understanding of land ownership different from the understanding settlers had?

28)  What do you think would happen if Native Americans and settlers would have tried to “share” the land?
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Documents #11 and #12

Source: 

#11- Unknown
#12- http://www.elderweb.com/files/
elderweb/history/001dq.gif



29)  What kind of land did the advertisements promise settlers in Illinois?
30)  What benefits did buyers get if they chose to purchase land in Iowa or Nebraska?  Name three.

•

•

•
31)  What does the Illinois advertisement promise that would make it easier to leave the civilization of the east to settle in the west?
Document #13
Source:http://haysvillelibrary.files.wordpress.com/2009/05/homesteader-family.gif?w=470&h=370

32)  After studying this photograph, what do you see in it that you think would have made traveling across the Louisiana Purchase difficult or dangerous?  Name three things you observed.
•
•
•
33)  Could this family be in Kansas?  Give two reasons why or why not.

•
•
Document # 14

The Journal of a Fur-Trading Expedition on the Upper Missouri 1812-1813 
By John C. Luttig-Clerk of the Missouri Fur Company
Source: http://www.over-land.com/diaries.html
Friday the 29th departed at Day light, opposite the little Osage Island we were obliged to stop on account of head wind and strong Current, arranged a new top Mast, went fishing with the Seine and caught 13 large fish 1 Turtle, the wind having somewhat abated we made way at 2 P.M. but still wind a heads, at the little Osage Prairie we stopped for the little Boat which got around, met a shoal of Cat fish close in shore the Men who were Cordelling killed one with a stick which weighed after cleaning 40 lbs, went on a little way and found a small Run full of fish, the other Boat not having come up as yet we took our Seine and caught 161 Bass and other fish, which we salted, camped and killed 2 Deer.
34)  How are the members of the group able to find food?

35)  How might the amount of fish they caught and deer they hunted compare to what people living in the eastern part of the U.S. in 1812 would expect to catch or hunt?
36)  If you lived in the eastern United States in 1812 and read this journal entry, what would you think of the new land?
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