Trail of Tears Video Questions
(TLC elementary school video)

Answer each of the following questions, but you do not have to use complete sentences.

1.  What fraction of land did the Cherokee Tribe lose from the late 1700’s to about 1820?

2.  What was the United States Government’s solution for the conflict between Native Americans and white settlers?

3.  What important document did the Cherokee Nation write to establish its first government?

4.  Name at least two rights that were taken away from Cherokees by laws passed in Georgia in 1828.
5.  What promise did Andrew Jackson make in 1828 while campaigning for president concerning the Cherokees?

6.  How did John Ross try to fight against the Indian Removal Act of 1830?

7.  How did President Jackson respond to Chief Justice John Marshall’s ruling that stated that Georgia laws did not apply to the Cherokees?

8.  What did President Jackson promise to John Ridge and the Cherokees if they would move west of the Mississippi River?

9.  How much time did the Treaty of New Echota give the Cherokees to leave their land?

10.  What was the first step the U.S. Army took in moving the Cherokees west?

11.  What two groups of Cherokees had the greatest loss of life on the Trail of Tears?

Group discussion question:  How was President Jackson able to overrule the Supreme Court and force the Cherokees to move?

