Advanced Algebra  2016-17
Mrs. Wills / Mrs. West
E-mail: cwills@bluevalleyk12.org                           Website: www.bluevalleyk12.org/bvn/cwills 
Welcome to Advanced Algebra! We have many fun and exciting topics to explore and learn about this year—many types of functions, including linear, polynomial, exponential, and logarithmic; linear systems; matrices. I am looking forward to getting to know each of you and I will do my best to help you make this year a successful one. 
CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS and BVN HONOR CODE
Be kind, respectful to others, and work hard.
Students are expected to follow the BVN Honor Code.  Consequences will be enforced. 
TEXTBOOK
College Algebra, 7th Edition, Ron Larson and Robert Hostetler; Houghton Mufflin Company. Contrary to popular opinion, mathematics books can (and are expected to) be read. You can gain a great deal of understanding about the language and logic of mathematics from extensive reading and working through the textbook examples. 
SUPPLIES

1.
Math notebook -- A math notebook is REQUIRED. Use a 1½” to 2” 3-ring binder with loose-leaf paper. You will need dividers for several different sections (Homework, Notes, Daily Quizzes, Handouts). 

2.
Pencils and Red Pens – Bring at least one pencil and red pen to class every day and be prepared.

3.
Graphing calculator – You are required to have a graphing calculator for this class. I will use a TI-84 Plus for all classroom demonstrations. We will use the calculator during class, and you will need one to complete most homework assignments.
4.
Miscellaneous – One box of  Kleenex to donate to the classroom. 
TIPS FOR SUCCESS
1. Bring your supplies to class every day.

2. Take notes and keep your notebook organized.

3. Read your textbook.

4. Practice your skills by doing the homework.

5. At the first sign of confusion, anxiety, or frustration, ask questions and seek help.

ATTENDANCE/TARDIES
Daily attendance is a must as each lesson builds on the previous one. If you have an excused absence, you have two days for every day absent to make up missed assignments. It is your responsibility to check the website, obtain missed notes, and make up any homework or tests/quizzes. In addition, if you are absent on a quiz/test review day and no new material is covered, you will be required to take the test the day you return. 
You are expected to be in class on time with your required supplies. School tardy policy will be followed.
CELL PHONES 
Cell phones should be placed in the cell phone caddy at the beginning of each class. Students may collect them at the end of the period. Cell phones that are visible during class will be given to the office for parent pickup.  School technology policy will be followed. 
GRADING
All students will do the same body of work, whether or not you are enrolled in the JCCC course.  The grade you receive from BVN and the grade you receive from JCCC are issued from two different instructors. Your JCCC grade and your BVN grade may not necessarily be the same, as they are calculated using two different sets of requirements. Grades for each course are given below.

Homework: Success in math comes with effort and practice. Homework is designed to reinforce and extend the concepts taught in class. Expect homework to be assigned daily.  You are responsible for completing the assignment and checking answers for accuracy. No late work from a unit will be accepted after the unit test is taken.
BVN Advanced Algebra Grade: In order to receive full credit on homework, reviews, tests, quizzes, and projects, ALL WORK MUST BE SHOWN!!! No credit will be given for answers only without any work unless otherwise stated. In addition, all students are expected to complete their own work. Daily grades are calculated using total points and are cumulative for an entire semester:
1. Quizzes – Include BVN quizzes for each unit. 

2. Tests – Include BVN unit tests as well as five JCCC tests 
3. Assignments–   Include homework, projects, target quizzes, participation and other assignments or activities. 
4. Final semester grade – 
Your final grade will be determined by weighting the CUMULATIVE daily work at 85% and the semester final at 15%. Progress Report, Report Card, and Semester percentages will not be rounded.
5. Senior finals – 
All seniors will take second semester finals. (No senior exemptions from the final!)
6.  
Grading scale – 
(A) = 90.0 – 100+, (B) = 80.0 – 89.9+ (C) = 70.0 – 79.9+, (D) = 60.0 – 69.9+
JCCC College Algebra Grade: Your grade will consist of 5 Unit Tests worth 100 points each and 1 Final Exam worth 100 points, for a total of 600 points possible. Grading is also based on a 90-80-70-60 scale.
WHERE TO GET HELP
Math Lab – Students may get help every day by attending one of the following math labs:

	
	Teacher 
	Room Number

	Hour 1
	Hedlund
	240

	Hour 2
	Pittenger
	208

	Hour 3
	Lierz
	235

	Hour 4
	Wills
	245

	Hour 5
	Stein
	247

	Hour 6
	Cowan
	231

	Hour 7
	West
	235


