U.S. Government 
Room 311
Mr. Jones
jjones05@bluevalleyk12.org
Course Description

This course will cover the history of the American Government since the aftermath of the Revolutionary War until contemporary times and even beyond.  We will discuss the ideas of enlightenment thinkers from Europe as well as our own forefathers who took bits and pieces from other countries to decide how this one should be ran.  We will also ask the basic questions of “Why do we need government?” and “What kind of government should we have?”  The basis of what is learned in this class, as well as how we live on a day-to-day basis, is predicated on what our Constitution offers us.  This will prove to be the backbone of our various discussions.  Near the end of the course, the class will have a better understanding of how the creation of the social, political, and cultural landscape of the United States was established and what the future of our country brings

Class Format

The most important requirement for this class is your active and constant participation throughout the year.   Understanding the world around you requires more than reading and listening.  The world in which we live can best be grasped by asking questions and comparing your interpretations with others.  Discussion can also make U.S. Govt. more fun.  The time in class will be divided between lecture/discussion, individual activities and projects, and group activities and projects.

Grades will be accumulated by earning points on work that shows your mastery of unit learning targets.  This will usually come in the form of quizzes, journals, creative writing, individual and group projects, and tests.   Your grade you will receive will be a direct reflection of what learning you have mastered.

Grading Scale






90 to 100%  A






80 to 89%    B






70 to 79%    C






60 to 69%    D






59% -below F

*Note:  Each partial percentage point greater or equal to one-half will be rounded up to the nearest whole number.  Example:  89.6 will be rounded up to 90%.

*I will be using a cumulative scoring format this year.  This means that their will be a running total over the two quarters which will count for 90% of your semester grader, with the remaining 10% coming from the semester test.

Tests

There will be a test over learning targets at the end of each unit.  Tests will be usually be in the format of multiple choice, true/false, or short answer questions unless stated otherwise.  
Students may re-due test questions to improve a 59% or below score, on a test, during the academic support time following the tests return.  If a student does not come in to improve their score at that time their original score will stand.
Attendance/Absences

All students are expected to be in class and ready to start at the bell.  Because the majority of class time revolves around discussions and in-class projects, attendance is critical to the student’s success.  When an absence does occur, it is the student’s responsibility to determine what he/she may have missed. All quizzes or pre-test work must be made-up before the unit test, and if they are not those scores will turn into zeroes.
Late Work

1.  All student work must be completed by the Progress Report dates unless specific arrangements have been made between teacher and student.  It will be the student’s responsibility to make those arrangements.  Otherwise, no points will be given after the Progress Report dates. 

2.  Students must be prepared to take any missed assessment upon return to school after an absence unless arrangements have been made between teacher and student.  It will be the student’s responsibility to make those arrangements, and all assessments must be made up within one week of the student’s return.

3.  Long term assignments are due on the due date regardless of student absence.  Students will be penalized for late assignments in accordance with course directives.  

4.  All late daily work will be assessed beginning at 50% credit. However, students are allowed two days without penalty to make up daily work for each day of an excused absence.  Because assignments are intended to prepare students for assessments, daily work will not be accepted beyond the assessment for that unit.

Tardiness

Tardy behavior will not be tolerated.  You will have one warning each quarter, and then each additional tardy will result in an 8th hour assignment.  Any additional tardiness will be referred to the office.
Three Do’s and Two Don’ts
1. Do your best!
2. Do what you are supposed to be doing!

3. Do the right thing!

4. Don’t talk when I am talking!

5. Don’t use your cell phone!

