Course Syllabus

History of the Western World

Mr. Jones
Rm:  311
Voice Mail:  239-3244
Email:  jjones05@bluevalleyk12.org
Plan Period:  7th Hr.

Some thoughts on history:

“We learn from history that we do not learn from history.”
   - Hegel (German philosopher)

“Whoever wishes to foresee the future must consult the past; for human events ever resemble those of preceding times.”

   - Machiavelli

“[History is] little else than a long succession of useless cruelties.”

- Voltaire

 “History is a myth that men agree to believe.”
  -  Napoleon


Course Description:  This course is a survey of world history from the Renaissance to

the present, focusing primarily on the United Kingdom, Europe, Russia and their relationships with the rest of the world.  I will make every effort to relate the past to the present so that students can better understand the world in which we live.  Students will be exposed to European cultural heritages and the political, social, and economic development of the Western world. Research and writing skills will be developed primarily through the use of primary source material, essays and other projects.

Primary Text:   Modern World History: Patterns of Interaction;  Beck, et al


    There will be many supplemental readings throughout the course, such



    as newspaper / magazine articles, primary documents, etc.

Objectives:  Throughout this course, students will:

1. . Be able to recognize historically significant persons and schools of thought from art,

science, politics, philosophy, and religion.

2. Recognize the historical patterns of thought and behavior that precede and follow

various economic, social, and political events.

3. Compare and contrast historical examples of economic, social, and political issues to

current ideologies and practices.

4. Follow the development of democracy and other political systems in the Western world.

5. Learn to use maps and charts to discover the effect geography has had on the political,

economic, and social landscape.

6. Research, write, and present conclusions pertaining to various ideas, issues, and events

from Western World History.

7. Learn to develop and support a thesis through the writing of expository essays.

8. Learn good note taking and study skills, writing skills, and test taking skills.

(Approximate) Course Outline with Time References:

1300 – 1650

I. The Renaissance & The Reformation

II. The Age of Exploration

1550 – 1800

III. The Age of Absolutism

IV. The Age of Enlightenment

V. The French Revolution 

1800 - 1870

VI. The Reign of Napoleon & Europe After Napoleon (Nationalism / Revolutions)
1750 – 1914

VII. The Industrial Revolution

VIII. The New Imperialism

1914 – 1939

IX. World War I

X. The Russian Revolution

XI. The Rise of Fascism / Nazism 
1939 – 1990s

XII. World War II

XIV.     The Origins and End of the Cold War

XV.  The Legacy of Apartheid

XVI.   Contemporary Issues Facing Europe and the World 

XVII.   Review of ‘Isms and “May Madness” Tournament of Historical Figures

Grading Scale:  All assignments will be assigned a point value and the student's score will be translated into a percentage of the total points possible.  The following grading scale will be used:


90%-100% = A


80%-89% = B


70%-79% = C


60%-69% = D


59%-below = F

Grading:  Your grade will be calculated on a cumulative basis, meaning that your first quarter grade will roll over in to second quarter.  Virtually every assignment, test, and paper will be assigned a point value.  These points are added together to arrive at the total number possible.  The total number of points a student has earned in the class is divided by the total number of points possible, and a grade percentage is figured.  The final exams for the fall and spring semester are worth 15% of a student’s grade.

· Fall Semester:  90%

· Fall Semester Final Exam:  10%

· Spring Semester:  90%

· Spring Semester Final Exam:  10%

· Note:  Students’ grades will NOT be rounded to the next highest percentage.  If students want an A for the course they must earn at least a 90.0%.

Tests and Quizzes:  Tests are given at the end of each unit.  Tests may consist of  multiple choice, matching, short answer, true/false, map, or essay questions.  You can expect one essay question per test.  Students will always be made aware of tests dates at least one week in advance.  To keep you on your toes, I will reserve the right to issue pop quizzes.  Students who are absent on the day a test or pop quiz is given may take an alternative test or quiz which must be made up within three days.  Any instance of cheating, regardless of the scope or circumstance, will NOT be tolerated, and will result in a zero.

Test Make-Up Policy:  Any student who earns below 60% on a unit test is expected to meet with me before or after school to review test material.  Then, those students will be required to re-take the failed unit test.  The two test scores will be averaged to achieve the final test score for that unit.  This process must be completed within one week of the original test date.

Homework:  I don’t believe in busy work.  For that reason, your primary homework assignment will be to read and do the related section of the study guide nearly every night.  My preference is that you do not have to spend time completing meaningless worksheets on a nightly basis.  To put it another way… I’m hoping that we can get the majority of our work done during class.  That, of course, depends on you.  If you come to class unprepared, or do not maintain your focus on the subject matter, the amount of nightly busy work will increase.  From time to time, you will have an assignment other than reading / study guide.  Those assignments will be posted on the board.  It is your responsibility to check for daily assignments and due dates.  Homework that is turned in one day late will be accepted for half credit.  HOMEWORK HANDED IN TWO DAYS LATE OR LATER WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.

Supplies:  When entering the classroom every day, each student must have these three items.  

1. World History Notebook / Folder:  You are required to keep a World History notebook or folder.  This notebook / folder will be used to take notes and keep handouts that you receive during class.  At the end of each unit, on test day, the notebooks will be collected and graded for points.  Don’t worry… I will give you a notebook checklist prior to collection so you know what needs to be in your notebook / folder.

2. Writing Utensil:  It is your responsibility to bring a pen or pencil to class every day.

3. World History Textbook:  You are expected to bring your textbook to class 

            each day.  It’s not that hard, is it??

Note-taking:  As mentioned above, you are required to keep a history notebook for class notes and assignments.  It is a good idea to date each day's notes so you will know what you are missing at the end of the unit.  If absent from class, it is your responsibility to obtain a copy of the notes from one of your peers.  Notebooks will be collected and checked periodically for a grade.  You should also keep all handouts that you receive in class.  The stuff that I give you is going to be way too exciting to throw away!  Purchase a three-ringed binder notebook with a front or back pocket.  I will have a three-hole punch available in the classroom.

Participation:  All students are expected to engage in class discussions.  These  discussions will be centered on the previous night’s reading and other homework.  Therefore, it is imperative that you read, take notes over the reading, and study each night before class so you are prepared for the class discussion.  Because active participation on a daily basis is crucial to your success in class, I expect you to be mentally alert and engaged.  A few final thoughts on participation:

1. There will be absolutely NO SLEEPING during class.

2. There will be absolutely NO CELL PHONE ACTIVITY during class.

3. There will be absolutely NO IPOD ACTIVITY during class.

Attitude:  Since we will be participating in whole-class discussions, it is important that you show respect for your classmates’ opinions.  One of the most important lessons you can learn is that not everyone feels the same way that you do on a particular issue.  I want all of you to feel comfortable in this class, regardless of your views.

Extra Credit Opportunities: There will be very little opportunity for extra credit.  Do what your supposed to do when your supposed to do it and you don’t need extra credit 
Attendance / Absences:  All students are expected to be in class and ready to start at the bell.  Because the majority of class time revolves around discussions and in-class projects, attendance is critical to the student's success.  When an absence does occur, it is your responsibility to determine what you may have missed.  Homework must be turned in within two days of the absence and tests must be made up before or after school within three days.  If a student misses the day before a test, he/she is expected to take the test on the day they return.  If a student is to be absent for an extended period of time (vacation, etc.) it is the student's responsibility to notify the teacher beforehand to make arrangements for the missed work.  Long-term assignments such as research projects or essays will be due on the exact due date regardless of student attendance.  Students will need to make arrangements to get the assignment to class on time.

Restroom / Hall Passes:  Restroom and hall passes will not be issued during class.  It is the responsibility of the student to take care of their needs during passing period.

Tardies:  Tardy behavior is strongly discouraged.  You should be in your assigned seat, ready for class, when the bell rings.  Students who are late will sign the tardy sheet and serve a detention before school.  If students wait until the next day to serve the detention, the length of the detention will increase.  If the detention is not served within several days the student will be given a Saturday School.

Food / Drink / Backpacks:  According to school rules, food, drink, and backpacks are not allowed in the classroom.  Bottled water is acceptable.  Take your empty bottles with you and do not leave them in the classroom, otherwise this privilege will be taken away. 

Plagiarism:  Plagiarism means borrowing another's ideas or words without giving proper credit.  This includes copying from the textbook and copying a classmate's homework.  Plagiarism will result in a zero and the parents will be notified.

