                                                  MIDDLE COLONIES

Social/Cultural
Religious Mix- Dutch Orthodox in N.Y., Quakers-Pennsylvania, Puritan exiles fm. New England, Anglican,  Scot-Irish Presbyterian in Frontier

Swedish Influence- Delaware

Dutch Influence- New York

Large Middle Class

Fair amount of Social Mobility

Some aristocratic tendencies in N.Y.

Quakers tolerant of other religions & of Native Americans

Political
N.Y. colony originally New Netherlands under Dutch control before Eng. take over

NYC. Originally New Amsterdam under Dutch before Eng. take control

Delaware originally New Sweden before Dutch and then eventually Eng. Take over.

N.Y. has some autocratic tendencies.

N.J. started by proprietors given land by Duke of York from New York.

Wm. Penn. Proprietor of Pennsylvania

Govts. somewhere between the close knit town hall meeting of New England and the sprawling country govts. of South- fairly democratic as a whole.

Dominion of New England- failed attempt by Britain to unite New Eng. Colonies under one governor in New York- Sir Edmond Andros

Economic
Great seaports conducive to trade.

Diversity of Crops but primarily a “Bread Basket” of all colonies.

Mid-sized, fairly fertile farms.  Good land relatively easy to get.

Few waterfalls so less industry dependent on the water wheel but abundance of lumber does lead to ship building industry.

Fur Trade important in frontier.

