                                           THE COLONIAL SOUTH

Social/Cultural
Mostly Protestant/Anglican

Md.-Catholic Haven

Md.-Act of Toleration

Tidewater Aristocrats- Top of Society; powerful

Piedmont Poor-  Bottom of Society; little power;  many are former Indentured Servants like Scot-Irish

Slaves- Bottom; at 1st considered Indentured Servants

Barbados Slave Codes-transform Blacks into slaves for life

Little sign of Middle Class

Little Social Mobility

Distance between people big; few schools & churches

Georgia- Oglethorpe- Debtors Colony

N. Carolina- poorest but most democratic

Few urban centers-mostly rural

Nat.Am. Relations bad;

Powhatan-Jamestown
Political
All colonies had charters w/ rules & regulations fm. either joint stock co. or proprietorships or King

Settlers granted  all rights of Englishmen

Va. House of Burgesses-1st colonial assembly- bicameral.  All colonies establish similar assemblies

All colonies eventually revert to Royal from either corporate or proprietary

Tidewater Aristocrats control Assemblies.

Georgia-founded as buffer between Indians and Spanish

Va.- founded by joint stock company therefore a corporate colony

Md., the Carolinas, Ga. Founded as a result of land grants to individual friends of King- Proprietorships

Slave Codes taken from West Indies

Economic
Impt. of Joint Stock Companies in financing

Jamestown- lengthy “starving time”
Tobacco, rice, indigo main cash crops; upper South more tobacco- lower South more rice (cotton comes much later)

S. Carolina develops special relationship with W. Indies- Slaves for sugar

Indentured Servitude helps populate & deal with labor shortage

Plantation System sustained by Slavery

Charleston- only major early seaport 

Most southerners were farmers-little industry
