



THE NEW ENGLAND COLONIES
Social/Cultural
Home to opponents of Anglican Church- Separatist Pilgrims & Non-Separatist Puritans (Calvinists)  Idea of “City on a Hill”

Belief in Predestination

Religious Persecution of Non-Puritans ie. Quakers & others

Conn., R.I. & N. H. founded by Puritan “heretics” driven out of Mass. Bay ie. Williams & Hutchinson- R.I.  

Puritan Ethic evolves into Work Ethic

Tendency of people to live closer together in villages and cities.

Establishment of many schools and churches

Development of a significant Middle Class

Rejection of slavery

Rhode Is. fairly liberal colony.   “Sewer Colony”
Slightly better relationship with Indians.

Political
Pilgrims-Mayflower Compact- establ. Majority rule

Pilgrim Plymouth mergers with Puritan Mass. Bay to form Theocracy. However, separation of church & state eventually evolves

1st written constitution- Conn. Fundamental Orders

Origins of most direct democracy in New England Town Meetings

All four colonies have “Blue Laws”

New England Confederation- Home grown attempt at colonial unity- fails

Dominion of New England- English imposed attempt at colonial unity- fails

Rhode Is.- most democratically run colony

Economic
Mostly small farmers-rocky & relatively infertile land

Development of fur trade, fishing, rum manufacturing, lumber and ship building industries.

Boston-develops into major seaport & hub of trade.

Merchant class develops.

Smuggling- buying from & selling to nations outside of empire is common (violation of Navigation Acts)

Dominion of New England developed to enforce Navigation Acts

Professional Class emerges- Drs., lawyers, clergy
