A.P. U.S. History

Jason Smajda

Plan period: 2nd hr (1st sem) 7th hr (2nd sem)
Email: jsmajda@bluevalleyk12.org
TEXTS: 
The American Pageant – Bailey and Kennedy

The American Spirit Vol. 1 & 2 – Bailey and Kennedy eds.

COURSE DESCRIPTION:  This is a comprehensive survey of American history from the Colonial period to the present.  The course will be approached in mostly chronological order; however, social, cultural, political, geographic, and intellectual concepts will be emphasized.  The students will participate in a model Congress during the first semester.  They will be asked to research current issues and present a paper and an original bill for debate at the model sessions.  Students are asked to read a significant amount in both primary and secondary sources.  They are asked to write essays in response to specific questions and as mini-research exercises on a regular basis.  A major goal of the course is to develop skill in historical analysis through discussion, research and writing.  Students may receive college credit for this course through either the College NOW program of JCCC or by earning a qualifying score on the Advanced Placement Examination at the end of the year.

OBJECTIVES: The student will:


1. Recognize important figures and events from each period of study.


2. Recognize and analyze political, social, economic, and intellectual trends

 throughout the history of the US.


3. Recognize the ethnic differences in the US and the origins of the national 

culture.


4. Examine America’s role in the world in terms of Foreign Policy.


5. Examine the institutions, ideas, policies, and conflicts which have shaped the

 nation.


6. Be able to interpret and analyze various materials and create original research.


7. Examine the various facets of government and understand their origins and 

how they relate to each other and the individual.


8. Recognize the impact of achievements in math, science, literature, and other 

disciplines on American History.


9. Apply the process of historical research and organization to the development of

 good essays.

10. Build a Social Studies vocabulary.

GRADING: Points will be assigned for all homework, quizzes, projects, and tests.  A percentage will be calculated from total points.  With two quarters per semester, the grade will be a work in progress.  Quarter grades will not be averaged.  The final exam grade will be no more than 20%.

90-100=A, 80-89=B, 70-79=C, 60-69=D, below 60=F.  At the end of each semester, a grade will be rounded from .50 and above only.  (Ex. 89.50 = A ; 89.42 = B.)

ATTENDANCE and HOMEWORK: Attendance in very important in any class.  Classroom projects grades will falter if attendance is not in good standing.  A student will have two days to make up the work of one missed day.  After this time, work will only be worth a maximum of ½ credit.  Therefore, also late work will be worth ½ credit up to the end of the unit.  Upon completion of a unit late work will be worth zero points.   Long range projects will be due on the original due date regardless of absence or any other excuse.  It is 100% the responsibility of the student to get assignments missed due to absence.  I WILL NOT TRACK YOU DOWN.  All work is to be done neatly and in sentence form.

TARDIES: Students will be in class with all proper materials at the time of the bell.  Tardies may be punishable by detentions and other fun projects with Mr. Smajda.  Each student will have the flexibility of 2 free tardies.  After 2, penalties will begin with Mr. Smajda’s detention.  Then the student will be referred to the office for further punishments after the 3rd tardy.

TESTS AND QUIZES: Quizzes will be given periodically.  Tests, or other forms of evaluation, will be at the end of each unit.  *** Cheating will automatically result in a 0.  *** Any plagiarism will result in a 0.

PLAGIARISM: This is defined by borrowing another’s words OR ideas without crediting that person properly.   Plagiarism will result in a 0.  A conference with a parent may be needed to follow up and assure that the situation is solved. 

CLASS DECORUM: There will be a great deal of interaction and time for discussion in this course. It is imperative that each student display RESPECT for each other as well as the attitude and atmosphere of the classroom.  Students are always encouraged to express their ideas, questions, and thoughts when done in a sensitive manner which is tolerant of others.  

Rough Course Outline:

I. Introduction to History, Perspective and Method

II. Colonial Period

III. Revolutionary period

IV. Foundations of Government

V. Hamilton/Jefferson

VI. Early Nationalism

VII. Manifest Destiny and the 40’s

VIII. Civil War Period

IX. Post war/ Reconstruction

X. Industrial and Western Frotiers

XI. Imperialism

XII. Progressivism

XIII. WWI

XIV. 1920’s

XV. Great Depression

XVI. WWII

XVII. The Fifties

XVIII. Sixties and Seventies

XIX. Conservative Revolution

The following are themes that will carry through the curriculum:

Citizenship skills - participation

Social Awareness – relating the past to current events

Human Diversity 

Tradition vs. Change – cause-effect relationships

Geography – themes of location, place, human/physical relationship, movement and 



Regions.

Economics – free enterprise, policy, etc.

Connections and Integration – relationship of history to other disciplines, particularly 

literature and composition.

Use of Information – research and writing.

Problem Solving 

Life and Career Planning

