Honors Latin 4 – Readings from Vergil’s Aeneid
Instructor: Mr. Jonah Baldwin

Meeting time: Period 6

Room: 206

Contact: jdbaldwin@bluevalleyk12.org; jonah.baldwin@gmail.com 

Schedule: 

P1: Plan; P2: Latin 3; P3: Latin 2; P4: Study Hall; P5: Latin 1; P6: Latin 4; P7: Latin 2

Course Goals: The course will be structured to enable students to complete the entire required reading list as delineated in the AP Latin Course Description.

Based on those requirements, students will: 

· read and translate as literally as possible from Latin into English the required Latin passages from Vergil’s Aeneid; 
· acquire new grammatical and syntactical knowledge specific to the genre of Latin epic poetry which will, in combination with existing skills, enable them to account for translations as presented in class;
· write analyses and critical interpretations of the required Latin passages of the Aeneid, with appropriate references to the use of stylistic and metrical techniques used by Vergil;

· read sight passages in Latin to prepare for the multiple-choice section of the AP exam;

· read, examine, and practice written critical interpretation of the entire Aeneid in English;

· develop mastery of dactylic hexameter, the meter of Latin epic poetry;
· consistently identify and explain the use of rhetorical devices common to the genre of Latin epic poetry;
· memorize and employ a functional vocabulary of the most common words in Vergil’s Aeneid and; 
· examine the historical, social, cultural and political context of Vergil’s Aeneid;

Teaching Strategies/Activities: The teacher will:
· review passages both visually and orally, making use of text on the projector to clarify the relationship of words in passages, particularly grammar and syntax, while focusing on how best to literally convey the meaning of a sentence or passage;
· give weekly quizzes covering vocabulary, recently covered lines, scansion, and/or rhetorical devices;
· teach daily mini-units/bell-works introducing rhetorical devices, word forms and grammar peculiar to the epic genre, as well as reviewing grammar presented in earlier levels of Latin (subjunctive forms, ablative usages, etc.);
· give students ample opportunities to read aloud in class and translate previously assigned passages;
· assign 2-3 AP-style essays per quarter on key themes of recently covered lines;
· offer advanced training in dactylic hexameter, the meter of the Aeneid, and guide students through sight scansion of several passages;

· assign exercises focusing on grammatical and syntactical understanding of the assigned lines;  
· assign exercises with literary terms and have students identify and list them as they occur in the Aeneid
· practice sight reading daily with students

· facilitate class discussions on major themes in the Aeneid, such as love vs. duty, self vs. society, destiny vs. action; and

· facilitate class discussions on elements of literature, mythology, and philosophy by comparing and constrasting their own world with those of Virgil’s times

Grading:
Participation

15%
· Each student will begin the quarter with 10 participation points.  He or she will receive a demerit of 1 point for each instance of inadequate preparation.

· A student will be considered to be inadequately prepared if, when called upon, he or she cannot give their attempted translation or at a minimum correctly parse and define each word in the lines/sentence requested.

Homework


10%
· Including but not limited to: Grammar Review Drills, Form Identification, Syntactical Explanations, Rhetorical Device Identification, Scansion Drills. 

Quiz



25%
· Weekly quizzes will cover vocabulary, recently reviewed lines, scansion, and/or rhetorical devices. 

· N.B. Vocabulary quizzing is cumulative.  Each week you will be responsible for 20 new words from the General Word List in your text in addition to all previously assigned vocabulary.

Essay



15%
· Essays will be graded in light of the following criteria: 1) adherence to the guidelines presented in the AP syllabus; 2) evidence of effort and conscientious composition; 3) improvement from previous submissions. 

· Essays will be assigned at a frequency of 2-3 per quarter with a window of 3-5 days for completion. 

· Length will range from 1-2 handwritten pages. 
Test



20%
· A comprehensive test, including AP Style multiple choice, translation and essay will be given at the end of each quarter. 

Exam



15%

· Cumulative.  One per semester. 
Materials:

Vergil’s Aeneid with Introduction, Notes, Vocabulary, and Grammatical Appendix, Clyde Pharr w/ selective bibliography by Alexander G. McKay. Bolchazy-Carducci, 1964.
The Aeneid, Virgil, translated by Robert Fitzgerald. Vintage, 1990.

Recommended: 

Bennett, Charles E.  New Latin Grammar. Bolchazy-Carducci, 2006. 
Schedule of Lines
The AP Vergil syllabus includes approx. 1800 lines of poetry.  Given 36 weeks of school during the year, we must average around 50 lines of poetry per week or 10 lines per day.  10-15 lines per day is a reasonable expectation, although this will increase as proficiency in translating improves.  Below, subject to change, is a schedule of reading for the first quarter of the school year: 
Week 1

Aug. 18th

Intro;1.1-11




11
Week 2

Aug. 23rd 

1.12-33




22
Week 3

Aug. 31st 

1.34-64




31
Week 4

Sept. 7th 

1.65-101

(Labor Day)

37
Week 5

Sept.  13th 

1.102-141




40

Week 6

Sept.  20th 

1.142-193

(Progress Rpts)
52

Week 7

Sept. 27th 

1.194 -241




48

Week 8

Oct. 4th 

1.241-296




55

Week 9

Oct. 11th 

1.297-304;Test
(Quarter)

08
Each week, a list of daily line assignments will be distributed.  Unless explicitly instructed to the contrary, you are responsible for completing the lines regardless of where we have left off in class!
