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Dr. Cowan
ROOM 247
Voicemail # 108-6024
Course Description:  This course is intended for students who plan to continue their study of mathematics with Pre-Calculus and Calculus.  Algebra II is a continuation of the study of the real number system with an introduction to the complex number system.  Topics will include:  counting principles and probability, statistics, matrices, quadratic functions, introductory exponential functions, polynomial functions, rational functions, radical functions, series and patterns.  Students will have an opportunity to develop a mastery of basic algebraic techniques, to acquire a manipulative knowledge of the elementary functions, to read and interpret mathematical arguments, to further develop critical thinking and problem solving abilities.

Class/Home Practice:  Mathematics is a unique communication skill that touches nearly all areas of today’s technological society.  The creative process of problem solving needs a solid foundation in the basic principals of any given discipline.  Practice of mathematical skills will be assigned daily.  As part of attaining mathematical literacy this practice will routinely include reading and reflective study of text examples, taking notes on class discussions and demonstrations, practice exercises, vocabulary, and writing assignments.  All work is expected to be organized, neat, and mathematically consistent.  Students are encouraged to study in small groups as well as individually.  Working with a partner gives you a greater opportunity to clarify and verbalize the concepts to be learned.  Mathematics is not a silent study.  You need to become active in your learning.  Participation in class is going to be vital to your success.  If you are having difficulty with the material please ask for some extra help.   If you are not asking questions, I am going to assume that you understand the material.  The only dumb questions are those that are not asked.

Supplies 

1.
Graphing calculator:  The math department recommends that you purchase a     TI-84+ (or 83+) graphing calculator.  Most of the classroom demonstrations will use this particular calculator.  

2.  
Ruler

3.  
Pencils and pens

4.  
A large three ring binder in which you can keep your notes, homework, old quizzes and tests.

5.  
Graph paper

6.  
Textbook:  Algebra 2,  Prentice-Hall
Grades

Grades are calculated from the points you earn on homework assignments, quizzes, tests, and other projects.  The following grading scale will be used.




89.5 - 100%
A




79.5 - 89.4%
B




69.5 - 79.4%
C




59.5 - 69.4%
D




     0 - 59.4%
F

Grades submitted for the nine-week periods will be grades in progress and accumulate for the semester.  The semester exam will be cumulative for that semester, and it will count for roughly 15% of the final grade.

Homework

1.  
Homework will be assigned daily although it will not be graded daily.

2.  
Homework will be graded in a variety of different ways including completion, checking all problems for accuracy, checking a couple of specific problems, etc.

3.  
Students will be allowed to work in small groups on many of the homework assignments in order to share ideas about how to work through given problems.  However, all students must do all of the problems.

4.  
Late homework will not be accepted unless there are extenuating circumstances or students have made previous arrangements with me to turn the work in late.

Absences

1.
It is the responsibility of the student to get any notes they may have missed in their absence.  For those who have access to the Internet, the daily assignments will be posted on homework central which can be found on the Blue Valley North web page. 

2.
In keeping with school policy, students have two days to turn in makeup work for an excused absence.

3.  
If a student is absent the day of a test or quiz, the student will be expected to make up the test or quiz on the day they return to class.

4.  
Students will not be given any credit for work missed during an unexcused absence.

Final Exemption Based on State Assessment

Students in Honors Algebra II will be exempt from the second semester final exam if they meet the requirement of “Exemplary” based on the state assessment from the current school year:

Attendance is required on the day of the final exam even if the student is exempt from the final.  

I will be in my classroom, room 238, before school for any students who are in need of extra help.  In addition, there are six math labs available to students during the school day, and Mrs. Wills runs a math lab on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday mornings beginning at 6:50 in room 245. M rs. Colwell runs a math help lab after school Mon-Thurs.   

