PRECALCULUS

Instructor: Dr. Cowan


voice mail # (239-4700) 108-2929

*e-mail pcowan@bluevalleyk12.org 

school phone number 239-3000
Planning Period:
1st hour 

 I am available for help after school every day until 3:15 pm and during academic support time on Wednesday from 2:25 – 2:50PM.  There is also a math lab available before school, after school, and during many hours of the day. Check the signs in my room and in the hallways for room numbers.  

[image: image1.wmf]Text:
Precalculus:  Graphing, Numerical, Algebraic, Seventh Edition.  Demana, Waits, Foley, Kennedy;  Addison Wesley Longman. 

Course Introduction:  Precalculus will provide students with the foundations necessary for taking Calculus or other college-level coursework.  Topics for this course include properties of real numbers; circular functions; trigonometric functions; applications of trigonometry; sequences and series; limits; and polynomial, rational, algebraic, exponential, and logarithmic functions. This year is the first year that a student May Get College Credit for PreCalc.
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Homework will be assigned every day.  Students should expect a minimum of 30 minutes each night.  Homework will be discussed and questions over the assignment will be answered at the beginning of the hour.  During this time, the students will be expected to ask questions and correct their own work.   Students will have the opportunity to work individually, with a partner, or in small groups.  All three of these options will be used in class.

[image: image4.wmf]Reading:  Contrary to popular opinion, mathematics books can be read.  Students are expected to read the text.  You can gain a great deal of understanding about the language and logic of mathematics from extensive reading and working through the textbook examples.  We will not have time to discuss all topics from each section in class.  It is   therefore imperative that the students read their textbook and work examples.  This is a given.  

Attendance:
 Students are expected to be in class and on time.  If students are absent, they should check with the class log, homework central, or with another student to get that day’s assignment.  No credit will be given for work missed due to an unexcused absence.   

Grading:  Grades will be based on the number of points received on homework, class work, quizzes, special projects, and tests.  The final grade is comprised of 85% of the cumulative 18 week’s grade and 15% of the comprehensive final exam.




Grading Scale:



90.0 - 100.0%

A



80.0  - 89.9%    

B



70.0 -  79.9%    

C



60.0 -  69.9%    

D



Below 60.0%
  
F

Calculators:
We will be using the TI-83, TI-84 and TI-84+ graphing calculators in class regularly.  For this reason it is recommended that each student have access to a TI-84 or comparable graphing calculator.  

