Earth Space Science- COURSE DESCRIPTION*

Instructor: Mrs. Sisk, Room 504
Email: dsisk@bluevalleyk12.org
This course provides a look at the Earth’s systems as a whole. Emphasis will be placed on the interrelationships between the geosphere, hydrosphere, atmosphere, and human systems on continental and global scales. The links between these systems will be illustrated by present-day processes. It is my desire to make this class hands on and enjoyable.  The course will include computer-based exercises and internet resources.  Completing homework is crucial as it helps you better understand the concepts.  
Resources:  Earth Science: Geology, the Environment, and the Universe. 2013 McGraw-Hill Education
Supplies:  1. (9) Mead Composition Notebooks, 1 for each unit    _____Parent Initial
      2.  Several #2 pencils
      3.  Notebook/graph paper

      4.  Colored pencils (small package)
      5.  iPad stylus
Scope and Sequence:  __________ Parent initial
We will cover several aspects of the Earth’s systems in depth.  In particular we will focus upon four areas: geosphere, hydrosphere, atmosphere and global warming. Students will be instructed using the “flipped classroom” model for instruction.  Students will be given the knowledge piece of instruction outside of class.  This is an opportunity for the student to watch, review, play back, or take notes over the concept being taught AT HOME.  Upon returning to class the teacher will field any questions over the material.   Assignments will be done in class IF the required readings and preparation have been done prior to class.  Otherwise, students will be asked to do the reading and prep work BEFORE they are allowed to continue.  An online textbook will be used with specific online tasks to be completed by the student prior to coming to class.  These things will be submitted electronically,   Assignments not finished in class will be due the following day.  It is the student’s responsibility to get the work to the teacher if they take it home. 
Attendance:  Daily attendance is vital.  If you are absent it is YOUR responsibility to obtain assignments and make up missed work.  Check Edmodo for any papers that may have been handed out, do not disrupt class just to find out about missed work (see me before or after school).  If you are absent the day of a review for a test you are expected to take the test the day you return to school.  Assignments and handouts are posted on Edmodo.  It is your responsibility to print off work you may have missed or lost. Tests must be made up after school, during HUB Time, or pre-arranged morning times.

Tardies:  It is your responsibility to get to class on time.  If you are chronically late, you will receive a detention.  
Basic Rules for Class: 
1. Be respectful of the teacher, other students and their property.
2. Be prepared for class 
3. Be on time

4. No cell phones during class unless given permission by the instructor. Consider this your warning.  Students using their phones for things other than class work will have their phone confiscated and turned over to an administrator.    
5. **The BVSW community fosters respect by promoting zero tolerance of bullying and harassment of any form.

THERE ARE NO TEST RETAKES! __________ Parent initial
No cell phones are to be out before, during or after any test in room 504.  Students who choose to have their phones out during a test will receive a zero.
Mastery Objectives:  Each test will contain key objectives that demonstrate your understanding of Earth Space Science and are cumulative as is the final. 
Late assignments: ____________Parent initial
Assignments with specific due dates can be turned in late; however, there will be a reduction in your grade if assignments are turned in after the due date. A major reduction in your grade will occur for late projects and is subject to 50% credit reduction in your grade the first day it is late, and 10% reduction per day thereafter. Notebooks are to be turned in on the day of EVERY test unless otherwise changed by your instructor. Notebooks are considered an assignment and will be subject to the same penalty as other homework.  
Safety:  Students are expected to behave responsibly at all times and to adhere strictly to all precautions for safe laboratory practices.  Any deviations from this or misconduct in the laboratory will not be tolerated and disciplinary action will follow.  Including, but not limited to zeros on all labs as you will not be able to participate.  
Final Exam:  You will be given a cumulative final exam at the conclusion of each semester.  The final exam grade will be worth 20% of the semester grade.  The weighted averages of tests and homework will be worth the other 80%.

Grades:  Your grade is determined on the Blue Valley District grading scale: 90% and above for an A, 80% and above for a B. 
Daily work (homework, vocab, portfolios) is worth 25% of the semester grade

STEM, projects, labs, performance assessments, models and articles are worth 40% of the semester grade.

Tests are worth 35% of the semester grade.         _____________Parent Initial

Class grade:



Homework average- 86 %

86% x .8 =  68.8


Test average- 79%


79% x .2 =  15.8


Class grade




      84 .6
Semester grade:



Class grade: 84.6%


84.6 x .8 = 67.6


Final exam: 72%


72 x .20 =  14.4









       82 .0%= B
NOTE: I do not round up!  79.5 is not an 80%.          _______ Parent initial
Integrity:  Your personal integrity is the most valuable possession you have.  I expect nothing but honest and ethical behavior on your part.  
Parent signature_____________________________________ Date _______________

Student signature ___________________________________  Date ________________

