PSE Weekly Howl
OCTOBER 19TH!

thank you!!

A special thank you to Dawn Greer, Amber Mead, Heidi Mueller, and Rene Barton who helped
organize and facilitate class pictures. We appreciate your service!

pse cultural awareness

Please join the PSE Cultural Awareness team for a virtual Taste of Mexico cooking lesson on
October 30 from 5-7 PM. See Sign-up Genius for more details.
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0A44ACAD2FA6F85-taste

save the date for fall conferences

Conference time is right around the corner! Our conferences are being held October 26 - 29.
Families will be getting a link from your classroom teacher to sign up when it is most
convenient for your family. The teacher will send the zoom link to you as well.
If you would like to schedule a conference with our Specialist, please email them directly to
schedule a conference.
Kirk Harrington- Physical Education, dharrington@bluevalleyk12.org
Elizabeth Donaldson - Music, emdonaldson@bluevalleyk12.org
Liv Arquieta- Spanish, larquieta@bluevalleyk12.org
Alison Kavanagh - Art, ajkavanagh@bluevalleyk12.org
Jill Hammes - Library Media Specialist, jshammes@bluevalleyk12.org
Melissa Green- Computer, magreen02@bluevalleyk12.org
Libby Rooney-Counselor, lbrooney@bluevalleyk12.org
Marisha Lindquist- Social Worker, mllindquist@bluevalleyk12.org

Please call the school o ce if you have any questions. Thank YOU!

conference tricks and tips

Helpful Hints
The purpose of this time is to build/strengthen the relationship between your student’s
teacher and you. We want to focus this time on your student’s learning experiences.
To ensure the maximum amount of time is spent on your child, please visit the district
website for information about the COVID-19 response. More general questions about the
district’s gating criteria regarding Covid-19, learning modes, masks, quarantine guidelines,
etc. are answered using this resource.
Set up space where you can focus on the conversation, free from distractions. Consider a
space where you are able to speak freely and con dently about your student with the
teacher(s.)
Zoom Tricks/Tips
You may use your personal device to connect. Alternatively, you could connect using your
student’s district-issued device.
Locate the Zoom link provided by the teacher.
Check your settings, ensure that your video camera is on and you are not muted. You can
do an audio and microphone check in advance; this is recommended. Most students are
very familiar with the Zoom platform and may be able to offer assistance.
If you are having issues connecting, try restarting your device to refresh the settings.
Most teachers will utilize the “waiting room” feature. When you join the Zoom meeting
and the Waiting Room is being used, you will see a message stating that you are in the
waiting room. When the conference before you is nished, the teacher will connect to
you. You do not need to do anything; just relax until it’s your turn.
Check out these two videos that help you navigate the Zoom platform!
Zooming with a mobile device
Zooming on a laptop or desktop
Check out this video for helpful information and troubleshooting tips.

covid communications

The safety of Prairie Star Elementary students and staff continues to be a top priority. In an
effort to keep our school community informed when we have a positive case, families can
expect the following:
Families will be contacted directly if through the contact tracing process conducted by
the Johnson County Department of Health and Environment (JCDHE) and the district's
health professionals' team:
1. your child was identi ed as a low-risk exposure of a student or staff member who tested
positive for COVID-19.
2. your child was identi ed as a high-risk exposure/close contact of a student or staff member
who tested positive for COVID-19.
If your child’s proximity to or nature of the interaction with the positive individual did not
indicate a low or high-risk exposure, then you will not be contacted.
NOTE: Positive cases by school are re ected on the BV COVID Dashboard. The dashboard is
updated every Friday with information from the prior week (Wednesday to Wednesday).

virtualed supply pick-up dates for this semester!!

Here are the details for VirtualEd Supply Pick-Up
Date for this Semester:
October 28
November 11th
November 24th (due to Thanksgiving…it will be Tuesday this week),
December 9
January 6th for last item pick up of the semester—semester ends January 15th
We will have supplies in containers with VirtualED teacher’s name outside of the o ce for
you to grab.

apply to join our bv support team and make a
difference in your community

The Blue Valley School District is actively seeking applications for new members of our
support team. Across the country, school districts are experiencing di culties sta ng several
of the most critical school support roles. If 2020 has shown us anything, it is that together,
anything is possible. With that in mind, we are asking you to join us in the driver’s seat, in the
classroom, in the lunchroom and in our schools to help us provide the best in-person learning
experience for our students. Blue Valley is seeking applications for the following support roles
within our district:
Bus drivers (Training provided)
Substitute teachers (60 hours college credit required to apply)
Paraeducators
Custodians
Food Service workers
If you are looking to make a positive impact in your community and in the lives of our children,
we encourage you to apply for one of these support opportunities in the district, or share this
information with someone you think would be a good t to join our team. For more
information and to apply for school-level openings, visit the Blue Valley employment website.
Apply for bus driver positions online.

reporting student absences

It is important to report all student absences. These absences can be for one full day or for
future absences due to medical appointments, illness, family obligations, etc. There are two
main ways to report an absence:
Preferred Option: Use your BV ParentVue account to report full-day student absences. Log
in on BV ParentVue and complete three basic steps.
Select the child who will be absent.
Select the drop-down option that describes the absence.

Please utilize the “notes” section to share extra information for the staff, if needed.
Phone options will continue to be available at all schools for reporting any attendance
information as well. To report an absence at PSE School via phone, please call 913-2397105. Note: If your elementary student participates in the VirtualED program with a
teacher housed at another school site, please email the teacher directly AND contact the
school attendance line at that school instead. A list of the Blue Valley Schools and
attendance phone numbers can be found on our district website using these steps:
Click Our Schools and select the school
Click the About Us tab
Select Contact Us
Find the attendance phone number

progress reports

Please understand that their speed at entering grades, returning emails etc may be impacted
this quarter with the various learning mode. Teachers are some of the worst at maintaining a
work/life balance – my expectation is that they give their best when they are at work and then
separate from work and be present for their families and loved ones.
Parents may check Canvas for their student’s most up-to-date grades for any course or
subject on October 14th as a mid-way progress check.
How do I access my student’s grades in Canvas?
The most up-to-date grades for a student for each course or subject will be made available in
Canvas on October 14th. If you have not paired your Canvas parent account with your student’s
account, please follow these steps. To access your student’s grades, please follow the
directions in the link provided here.

standards-based grading

With fall conferences just around the corner, this is a reminder about what to expect with
elementary grades this year. As you’ll recall, last year elementary schools implemented a new
tool to better report student progress: a grading model called Standards-Based Grading (SBG).
Standards-Based Grading provides families with clear information about what a student knows
and is able to do. In a standards-based system, the score represents where the student is in
relation to the expectation or standard on a four point scale: 1. Beginning the Standard; 2.
Progressing Toward the Standard; 3: Meeting the Standard (this is our goal for all students)
and 4. Extending the Standard.
Based on family, staff and community feedback, this year, all elementary students in grades K5 will receive marks on their grade cards that re ect the SBG four-point scale, including
students in grades 3-5 who previously received a letter grade on their report cards. This does
not change how families receive feedback; it is simply a change in format to the grade card.
Families will continue to view ongoing feedback on assignments in Canvas

This shift from a nal letter grade to a nal numeric grade at all elementary grade levels will
better align with the SBG goal to provide quality feedback to students and families.
Additionally, it will offer a more consistent feedback experience as students move through
their K-5 journey and will help students and families track growth over the course of their
elementary career by using uniform feedback reporting.
More information about standards-based grading can be found on the district website.

support pse pto by eating at the following yummy
places!

Each of the following evenings we get a portion of the $$ spent back to PSE! Thanks for
supporting PSE!!!
October 22 - Papa John's

pdf

Download

PrairieStar papa johns.pdf

244.5 KB

yearbook information

PSE Yearbook--For Virtual and In-Person Students
Please don’t forget to order the 2020-2021 YEARBOOK! It’s a fantastic keepsake for your child
to remember their time at Prairie Star! Ordering is easy and all online this year from the PTO
Website! This year's book will include both virtual learners and in-person learners so virtual
families please don't forget to buy your yearbooks and submit your pictures too!
https://prairiestarpto.membershiptoolkit.com/home
We want to see your child and his/her friends so please continue to send us pictures! Send us
your “Back to School” and "Chiefs Spirit Day" pictures using either of these two easy ways:
1. Use the Balfour app called “Image Share” to download and upload pictures right from your
phone. It’s called ImageShare Balfour, and our project this year is 127759.
2. Email them to us at full size (you can do this right off your phone!) at
prairiestaryearbook@gmail.com
If you have any questions please send to Amber and Sally at prairiestaryearbook@gmail.com!

fall classroom parties
from before)

|

costume parades (guidance

Since parties and parades draw a large number of students and families at the same time,
these events will be discontinued for the 2020-2021 school year unless our health situation
changes. The elimination of traditional fall parties and costume parades at school does not
limit classroom activities that celebrate the season and time of year. Schools are encouraged
to determine an activity, community service project, or theme for this week to create
excitement among students in a safe way.
Safety Protocols
There are NO visitors or volunteers let into the building at any time.
Parent volunteers for the "parties" are providing pre- and individually packaged supplies
for a craft (intended to take about 15 minutes)
Parent volunteers are creating, nding, providing a game for the class to play (virtual for
VE classes) and in-person will follow all the typical safety protocols when using materials
- handwashing before and after and using Tersano water to disinfect game materials
(intended to take about 15 minutes)
Parent volunteers are providing individually packed treats that meet nut-safer guidelines
Party treats will follow our snack safety procedures, including eating cohorts, spacing,
and when needed, a staggered eating time
Parent-provided materials need to be at SPE by Oct. 26th

Oct. 28 - Party Day
Teachers will facilitate the party - game, craft, treat - in their own classroom on their own
class schedule

