PSE Weekly Howl
Winter Break Edition

Thank YOU!
Thank you so much for your generous donations for families in need.
We have two days next week before winter break o cially begins.
Please be safe and enjoy the break!
See you in 2021!!

Winter Classroom Parties
The elimination of the traditional winter party at school does not limit classroom activities that
celebrate the season and time of year. Schools are encouraged to determine an activity, community
service project, or theme for this week to create excitement among students in a safe way.

**This does not pertain to 5th grade** See information from your child's teacher
Safety Protocols
There are NO visitors or volunteers let into the building at any time.
Parent volunteers for the "parties" are providing pre- and individually packaged supplies for a
craft (intended to take about 15 minutes)
Parent volunteers are creating, nding, providing a game for the class to play (virtual for VE
classes) and in-person will follow all the typical safety protocols when using materials handwashing before and after and using Tersano water to disinfect game materials (intended to
take about 15 minutes)
Parent volunteers are providing individually packed treats that meet nut-safer guidelines
Party treats will follow our snack safety procedures, including eating cohorts, spacing, and when
needed, a staggered eating time
Parent-provided materials need to be at PSE by Dec.18th

Wolf Reading 2020: 20 Books in 20 Weeks

We are happy to announce the return of Wolf Reading! Of course, like the rest of our 2020 lives, it will
look a bit different. We are going to focus on grades 3-5 this year and manage the program through
Canvas. We adjusted the total to 20 books (20 Books in 20 Weeks) and they can be from any genre, in
any combination. So, essentially it is read any 20 books you choose and record them on Canvas by
April 30. Of course, books should be a good t – not too di cult, nor too easy – and they should be
read during this school year (could include summer 2020 if needed). All 3-5 classes will learn about the
program this week. Let me know if you have any questions! jshammes@bluevalleyk12.org

Inclement Weather Days (i.e. "Snow Days")
Instead of having a day off of school for inclement weather conditions this school year, school will
continue in a virtual format on inclement weather days for all students. This model is intended to
reduce the chances of having to extend the calendar for the 2020-2021 school year.
In-Person --> Teachers are preparing for a snow day schedule of learning with at least two live checkins via Zoom and asynchronous work that can be done from home.
VirtualEd --> The schedule for VirtualEd classes will match those of in-person classes on these days
when in-person learning is canceled, and, thus, the day will NOT match classes' regular daily
schedules. All specials classes will be asynchronous

Birthday Book Club
We want to thank all of our PSE families who have joined the BBC this year; we are so grateful to have
such a strong tradition of wonderful support that grows our library collection! We did notice this year
that participation has fallen a bit, even in families who have participated in the past, so we wanted to
take a moment to make sure you all know that this is a COVID-proof program! We are still able to have
kids choose their books and we are still able to deliver them in front of their class – whether that is in
person or virtual. The cost of a birthday book has been lowered to $15 this year, which is payable
online via Parent Vue or by sending in a check made out to PSE.
For more information visit our library page https://blue.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/pses/?
rm=PSES+BIRTHDAY+0%7C%7C%7C1%7C%7C%7C0%7C%7C%7Ctrue or email Mrs. Hammes
jshammes@bluevalleyk12.org
Thanks so much!

VirtualEd Supply Pick-Up Dates for this Semester!!
Here are the details for VirtualEd Supply Pick-Up
Date for this Semester:
December 21st-Holdiay Party Supply Pick-Up****this date was just added for PSE**
January 13th (Date Change) for last item pick up of the semester—semester ends January
15th
We will have supplies in containers with VirtualED teacher’s name outside of the o ce for you to
grab.

7 Days of Winter Cheer
7 Days of Winter Cheer
*Begins Monday 12/14*
12/21 MistleTOE Day – Wear your favorite socks or slippers
12/22 Sharing is Caring– Wear your favorite holiday out t

BVSD COVID Dashboard
BVSD COVID Dashboard
Positive cases by school are re ected on the BV COVID Dashboard. The dashboard is updated every
Friday with information from the prior week (Wednesday to Wednesday).

Be a Mask Hero at PSE
Our families and teachers have done a great job getting kids in the routines of wearing their masks at
school! Most all kids are consistent in those routines - they are so resilient!

Our next focus is to improve student mask-wearing in terms of...
Fit (if the mask does not stay above the nose or needs frequent readjustments across the school
day, it doesn't t properly)
Cleanliness (is wet or soiled)
Ability to withstand physical activity, such as running during recess (often gaiters don't meet this
criteria)
You may see your child come home with a different mask from the one they went to school in. If so, it
is most likely that we have issued one at school because one of the 3 above factors were true. If you
are wondering whether your child is struggling with the t, cleanliness or recess withstandability of his
or her mask, please contact your teacher to ask.
This next layer of attention to student masking is being made to help reduce the likelihood that
students create unnecessary high-risk exposures for one another. This will help us keep both the
spread and the quarantines away from school as low as possible, especially considering the climbing
local case numbers.

Travel Implications
With the holiday season approaching, we know that some families will consider traveling. Please note
that the district follows recommendations from KHDE/JCDHE, and their current travel-related
quarantine and isolation policies are listed on their website.
Keep in mind that these identi ed locations change in response to changing numbers related to
outbreaks. This means that the list needs to be checked frequently for updated information.

Students with Symptoms of Illness
With cold and u season arriving and local COVID cases climbing, it is extra important for families to
call Nurse Lori at 913-239-7100 BEFORE sending your child to school if they are experiencing ANY of
the symptoms shown in the image below.
A single symptom does NOT necessarily mean your child will need to miss school; however, doublechecking before sending them may save others from being exposed and/or having to quarantine. This
can make a BIG difference for ALL, including keeping teachers and students in school!

Bus registration open for the second semester
Blue Valley families,
Durham School Services has opened bus registration for any Blue Valley family who chose to switch
from VirtualED to in-person learning for the second semester. You are receiving this email because our
records indicate that in November you selected in-person learning as your second-semester learning
mode preference.
To register your child for bus transportation beginning second semester, visit
www.durhamschoolservices.com/blue-valley/. Registration is needed by Dec. 19, 2020 to ensure
services for new riders by the beginning of the second semester on Jan. 19, 2021. Students that were
already registered and had been riding, don’t need to sign up again.
When registering, consider signing up for E-Link to nd your child’s pick-up and drop-off times and Bus
Alerts for same-day alerts and noti cations. More information about Durham School Services is
available online.

End of Quarter Information
End of Quarter Information - Viewing Canvas Courses and Second Quarter Grades
At the end of each quarter, courses in Canvas will conclude and will no longer be visible on the Canvas
app and website. Courses for this year’s second quarter will conclude on January 14th. Report cards
will be generated and families will be able to view second quarter grades on ParentVUE at the end
of the day on January 25, 2021.
How do I view my child’s report card?
Log in on ParentVue
Select your elementary student’s name
In the left navigation bar, choose REPORT CARD
If you have questions about Standards Based Grading as you view your child’s report card, please
review the information found on the Elementary Report Card resource page.
Each new quarter, classroom teachers will publish their next quarter Canvas course. As courses are
published, students and families will again be able to see current courses on the Canvas app and
Canvas website. For Canvas parent resources, visit www.bluevalleyk12.org/canvas.

