PSE Weekly Howl
Week of March 22nd!

Last day of school announced for 2020-21
The district has determined the last day of school for students for 2020-21. The last day for
students in grades K-11 will be a half-day on Friday, May 28, assuming there are no unforeseen
circumstances causing us to cancel school. Students in the early childhood programs will
have their last day on Thursday, May 27.
High school nals will be full-days on Wednesday, May 26; Thursday, May 27; and a half-day on
Friday, May 28. For more information, or to subscribe to the district calendar, visit
www.bluevalleyk12.org/calendar.

Thank YOU!
Thanks to Stephanie Hetherington and Kristy Bene el, for her their leadership of the Wolf Walk
activities. Thank you to all of our magni cent Specials Teachers this year for organizing and
running the Wolf Walk activities. The kids had a great time this week and we couldn’t of done
it without all of your support.

PSE Yearbook Photo Submission and
Purchases
Yearbook Photo Submission Deadline
The nal date for submitting yearbook photos for the 2020-2021 is March 26. You may email
photos to prairiestaryearbook@gmail.com or use the Balfour Image Share project number
27759.
We are looking for pictures of after school activities, home learning and spirit days. Virtual
families, if you have pictures of your students doing home learning and specials, we would
love these pictures! Thanks to all of the teachers and families who have worked hard to
submit pictures this year. We could not do this without you!
Yearbook Purchases
Please check to make sure you have ordered your 2020-2021 PSE Yearbook. To see if you
have, please log in to your PTO membership site, go to my account, and check previous

orders. You will see if you have a yearbook purchased in your purchase history. Please note,
once you have purchase one book, the option to buy disappears from your PSE store to
prevent accidental orders. Please email Prairiestaryearbook@gmail.com with questions. The
nal day for purchase of yearbooks will be April 2.

Incoming Kindergarten Families
Hello, Incoming Kindergarten FamiliesWe are excited to welcome your new kindergarten student for the 2021-22 school year. We are
so excited for you to join our family. Please take a look at the PSE star video! Enjoy! ~Stacey
http://bit.ly/WelcomeToPSE
You are invited to our upcoming Kindergarten Round-Up events at Prairie Star Elementary
School! We have made a few adjustments to our typical Kindergarten Round-Up experience to
help keep everyone safe while following our COVID mitigation strategies. We are very excited
to meet our newest stars!
Kindergarten Round-Up: Parent Zoom | Thursday, April 8th at 5:30 PM
Parents/Guardians should plan to join this session to meet myself, learn general
school information, review key items that need to be completed and receive an
overview about the student session scheduled for the following day.
A Zoom link and an interactive newsletter with information will be emailed to
families prior to the session.
Kindergarten Round-Up: Student Sessions | Friday, April 9th
There will be two session times--9 am and 11 am
Students should only attend one session.
Please ll out this form to select a session time:
https://forms.gle/ng6XVZg5CfAr7jWT7
Each session will last around 40 minutes.
Student participation is optional on April 9. However, our hope is to provide students
the opportunity to experience a short, positive kindergarten experience. If you are
choosing to opt out of Kindergarten Round Up, please click the link above and
indicate your child will not be attending Round Up.
Parents/Guardians and visitors will not be allowed inside the building on this date.
You will be asked to leave a phone number for easy contact and should remain within
approximately 5 minutes of the school facility in case of emergent needs. We ask
that you either remain in your car, or return a few minutes before the scheduled end
time of the session.
Students will be welcomed and assisted to kindergarten classrooms from the front
doors of the school. They will be reunited with family contacts at the end of each
session.
Masks will be required. Cleaning protocols and hygiene practices will be reviewed
and utilized. Food/snacks will not be part of Kindergarten Round-Up sessions this
year.

Before Kindergarten Round-Up…
Thank you to everyone who has completed online registration. This step is important as it
provides required information for your incoming student. If you have not completed this task,

please use these directions:
To begin the registration process for the 2021-22 school year, simply go to
www.bluevalleyk12.org/registration and click New Student Registration in the Useful
Links. Families new to Blue Valley will be asked to create an online parent account.
Online registration will take approximately 20 minutes to complete. During the elementary
registration process, you will select the 2021-22 instructional setting (in-person or virtual)
for your kindergarten student. You will be asked to pay fees later this spring; fees do not
vary based on the instructional setting.
Please note: if your child is currently enrolled in the Blue Valley early childhood program,
you will not complete online registration at this time. Families transitioning from early
childhood to kindergarten will have an opportunity to verify the information and complete
the registration process later this spring.
Thank you for helping us prepare for a great Kindergarten Round-Up experience in April. If you
have any questions, please call the Prairie Star Elementary o ce at 913-239-7100.
Sincerely,
Stacey Sperry

Blue Valley Summer Explorations
Looking for engaging summer learning opportunities for your child? Check out Blue Valley’s
Summer Explorations program, which features a wide array of one-week hands-on experiences
that put fun at the forefront of learning. From STEMtopia, to Carpenter’s Corner, to Cooking
Cool Cultural Foods - there is something for everyone. Enrollment begins at 8 a.m. on March 8
and remains open through 4 p.m. on March 29. All summer programs will be held in-person
unless otherwise noted. The district will continue to employ appropriate COVID-19 mitigation
practices during summer programs for safe learning environments. Additional information
about the summer explorations programs can be found online at
www.bluevalleyk12.org/summerprograms.

End of Quarter Information: Viewing
Canvas Courses and Third Quarter Grades
End of Quarter Information: Viewing Canvas Courses and Third Quarter Grades
At the end of each quarter, courses in Canvas will conclude and will no longer be visible on the
Canvas app and website. Courses for this year’s third quarter will conclude on March 12th at
11:59pm. Report cards will be generated and families will be able to view third-quarter grades
on ParentVUE at the end of the day on March 26th.
How do I view my child’s report card?
Log in on ParentVue.
Select your elementary student’s name.
In the left navigation bar, choose Report Card.
If you have questions about Standards Based Grading as you view your child’s report card,
please review the information found on the Elementary Report Card resource page.

Each new quarter, classroom teachers will publish their next quarter Canvas course. As
courses are published, students and families will again be able to see current courses on the
Canvas app and Canvas website. For Canvas parent resources, visit
www.bluevalleyk12.org/canvas.

2021-22 school year virtual option
Plans for the 2021-22 school year are being designed in anticipation that the majority of our
students will return to school for the traditional in-person experience our families know and
value. For those interested, the district will continue to offer an all-virtual learning option.
Currently, the formation of a K-12 virtual school as de ned by the Kansas Department of
Education is in the process of development. While this designation is not nalized, we can
share information that is known at this time about the virtual experience beginning next year.
2021-22 Virtual Option Details
When fully realized and after the virtual program ful lls its purpose during the current
pandemic, virtual learning in Blue Valley will evolve to provide additional opportunities, choice
and exibility for students to learn in a variety of formats. Detailed information regarding the
2021-22 virtual option at elementary, middle and high school levels is available on the district
website. Families will receive additional information from their schools regarding enrollment
and registration.
Elementary students will indicate their preference (in-person or virtual) during the online
registration process in April. We recognize that making a decision in the spring for the fall is
di cult given the large number of unknowns.
To allow for this unique circumstance, families enrolled in in-person learning (or ex at the
high school level) will have an opportunity in July to make a change to the full-time virtual
option. The only move a student will be allowed to make in July is INTO the full-time virtual
option, not vice versa. Families who feel unsure about the full-time virtual option are
encouraged to enroll in-person. This allows for the exibility of moving to full-time virtual, as
desired, in July.
For more information regarding registration and the virtual option, visit the district website.

Chinese Immersion Program application
closes March 21
The online enrollment application for Blue Valley’s Chinese Immersion program will close
March 21. Blue Valley’s Chinese Immersion program is a dual language immersion model in
which students are co-taught by two full-time classroom teachers, spending about half of the
day in Chinese and about half in English.
Students residing in the VPE attendance area will attend the immersion program at VPE. All
other students' applications will be entered into the lottery for the WSE program Selection is

based on a random lottery, with no preference for early submissions. Siblings of current
immersion students will have preference. This preference will continue to be extended to
siblings of current VPE Chinese Immersion students regardless of home school. The
enrollment application is available online through March 21. Students must be enrolled in inperson learning to apply. For more information on the immersion program, visit
www.bluevalleyk12.org/immersion.

PSE PTO Scholarships for 2021 Graduates
I am pleased to inform you that the PSE PTO offers two scholarships of $1,000 each to two
deserving 2021 graduates of a Blue Valley high school who attended Prairie Star Elementary
for at least one year.
One scholarship is the Dr. Laura Swartz Scholarship, named for a former principal of PSE, for a
student who plans to obtain a B.S. in Education.
The other scholarship is the PSE PTO Scholarships for a student who best exempli es the BV
virtues.
Please visit the PSE PTO website,
https://prairiestarpto.membershiptoolkit.com/ptoscholarship
for the application and details. The applications are to be uploaded by Wednesday, March 31,
2021. Winners will be noti ed by email, and we would like to present the certi cate at Senior
Night at their high school.

Important Dates:
March 15th-19th: Spring Break
March 22nd: No School Professional Learning Day
March 23rd: Start of 4th Quarter
April 1st: Papa John's Night
April 7th: KAP VirtualED 5th Grade Science Testing @ 9:00
April 8th: Kindergarten Presentation for Parents Zoom @ 5:30
April 9th: Kindergarten Round-Up -Sessions at 9:00 & 11:00 ( NO SCHOOL FOR CURRENT
Kindergarten students)
April 14th: KAP VirtualED testing (Grades 3-5) @ 9:00
April 21st: KAP VirtualEd testing (Grades 3-5) @ 9:00
April 23rd: No School Professional Learning Day for Staff
April 26th & 27th: KAP Reading testing for in-person learners (Grades 3-5)
April 28th & 29th: KAP Math testing for in-person learners (Grades 3-5)
April 30th: KAP Science 5th grade for in-person learners

