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WEEK OF MARCH 7TH!

PLEASE JOIN ME IN KEEPING THE
OLATHE SCHOOLS COMMUNITY AND
THOSE IMPACTED BY THIS UNTHINKABLE
EVENT IN OUR THOUGHTS THIS
WEEKEND.
COIN DIVE FOR COLLEGE HOOPS-GIVING BACK
TO PSE
PSE 5th Graders will be holding a coin drive during the week of March 7-10 during morning
drop-off in the car line. Bring your coins and vote to your favorite college teams who are
playing in Conference Tournaments! All money collected goes towards the 5th Grade Gift to
PSE. Thanks!

PTO PARENT SOCIAL AND AUCTION
SAVE THE DATE FOR THE PTO PARENT SOCIAL AND AUCTION!
We are so excited to announce our PTO Parent Social and Auction! The event will take place
on Friday, April 1st, from 5:00-8:00 at Pinstripes. We are looking for auction items to be
donated by our PSE families. Please reach out to Andrea Musfeldt if you have auction items
that you would like to be included, as well as RSVP at photography@andreanigh.com or
pseparentsocial@gmail.com
Hope to see you there!

ARTISTS??

I am needing a couple of amazing artists to help with some projects? If you are interested,
would you please reach out to me? Thank YOU!!!!

PSE UPDATES:
Volunteer Opportunities: Staff will begin to request parents for mystery readers, upcoming
special activities (specials, field day, etc.), field trips, or shelving library books. We truly
appreciate the support we receive from our parent community.
Lunch Visitors: If you would like to visit the lunchroom during your child's lunch, you are
welcome to join us starting Monday, March 7th. This is a chance for you to come during
special occasions or when your schedule allows. The students are always so excited to have
a lunch visitor. Please don’t all show up next Monday. We don’t have that many seats. :) Here
are some guidelines we ask you to follow:
You will need your government-issued photo ID to enter the building
Check-in at the office and obtain a visitor's sticker
If a grandparent, aunt, uncle, etc., want to visit for lunch, they will need to be listed as an
Emergency Contact in our student information system or not be allowed to enter the
building. Please call the office to add people before the visit
If a visitor brings food, it can only be shared with your student
We will have a visitor's table in the lunchroom for you and your student to sit and eat
Check out at the office after your student's lunch

SAVE THE DATE NEXT LATE
NIGHT AT THE STAR
WHEN

FRIDAY, MARCH 25TH, 3:45-6:30PM
WHERE

3800 WEST 143RD STREET
LEAWOOD, KS
MORE INFORMATION
Camp scholarships are available. Please get in touch
with Mrs. Sperry for more information.

Registration will end on March 24th at 6 pm. No late
sign-ups will be accepted! Please choose only one
class per student per Night. NEW THIS YEAR!!!!!!
Carline is not an option for Late Night this year.
Parents/guardians will be expected to park and walk up
to the POD A Door. We will dismiss your student from
the pod in front of the school.
To enroll in camps, please see the website link:
https://prairiestarpto.membershiptoolkit.com/home
Arty Party with Mrs. Kavanagh
First through Fifth-grade artists will eat pizza and then
sew and stuff their own Arty Sparkle Pants! If you
haven’t heard of him, ask your little artist…hint - he is an
infamous Art room character!
Cooking with the Crew-Wayland, Phillips, Chaney, and
Purcell K-5
PSE chefs wanted! Join us for an evening of cooking
and design competitions. Students will be able to
design and create yummy snacks and treats! We will
enjoy our cooking and drinks will be provided!
March Madness!Abernathy, Brush, Eubanks
Join us for a night of Madness in March, basketball
madness that is! We will be celebrating this epic month
for college basketball fans by playing minute to win it
games after creating team swag, shooting some hoops,
practicing dribbling drills, and playing other fun team
games. We will have sports food and other yummy
snacks while we watch some clips of the sweet sixteen
games! Be sure to come cheer on your team at our
Night of March Madness!

Cascarones and Basket weaving-Mrs. Arquieta
It's Spring! Have fun decorating Cascarones (confettifilled eggshells) and learn about this fun Mexican Spring
tradition. We will also be learning basic basket weaving
skills and creating our own baskets just in time for
some popular Spring holidays! Don't miss out, it is
going to be super "egg-citing!" All materials and a snack
will be provided! (All ages are welcome.)
Minecraft-Kadel, Kinney, Mastorakos K-5
*Get ready to enter the world of Minecraft! Will you
survive in our biome?! We will get creative building our
own Minecraft selves. We’ll do a Minecraft scavenger
hunt, play some games of survival bingo, and when you
need to restore your hunger points there will be dinner!
We will create our own survival materials and more. No
creepers allowed!
BeyBlade Tournament-Melton, Peterson, Rassette
Let it Rip! Join the Kindergarten teachers for an EPIC
Beyblade tournament. We will have some mini
tournaments, make some Beyblade crafts, and have
pizza! Bring your Beyblades if you have any. If not, don’t
worry! We will have some available.

KINDERGARTEN ROUND-UP SESSIONS
Hello, Incoming Kindergarten FamiliesYou are invited to our upcoming Kindergarten Round-Up events at Prairie Star Elementary
School! We are very excited to meet our newest group of Wolves on Friday, April 8th.
Parent Session: Prairie Star Library @ 5:45 | Thursday, April 7th
o Tour of the building at 5:45
o Quick overview of PSE and the Kindergarten experience
o Meet VIP staff
Student Sessions: Kindergarten Round-Up: Sessions | Friday, April 8th
o There will be two session times to choose from—9:00 am, and 10:15 am
o Please click here Kindergarten Round-Up to select a session time: Each session will last
around 45 minutes.
o Students will get to experience the Kindergarten classroom.
We are excited to welcome you to Prairie Star!
Sincerely,
Stacey Sperry

SPRING INTO MATH FAMILY
EVENT
WHEN

THURSDAY, APRIL 14TH, 5-6PM
WHERE

3800 WEST 143RD STREET
LEAWOOD, KS
MORE INFORMATION
Please join us for a fun family night in the PSE gym.

OPTIONAL CLASS PLACEMENT FORM-DUE APRIL
8TH! PLEASE COMPLETE THE ATTACHED FORM.
One of the biggest concerns of most parents is classroom placement each year for their
students at school. I wanted to share our current procedure for placing students in classes
with that in mind.
In the spring, current grade classroom teachers, building learning specialists, the counselor,
and the principal meet to discuss student needs and form initial classes for the upcoming
year. There are always changes during the summer due to new students that may enroll. With
415 students to consider at Prairie Star Elementary, we take this task very seriously to end up
with classes where students can thrive. We work hard to develop classes that include:
· A mix of boys and girls
· A range of academic abilities
· Compatible student personalities
· Overall class sizes that are approximately equal across the grade level
Parent input in this process is certainly welcome if parents would like to share information
about their child that we might not already know. The parent input form (attached) has been
designed for this purpose. Parents who complete the optional input form will need to have the
form completed and turned in to the office no later than April 8, 2022.
Although current year teachers are involved in the process, they should not be put in the
difficult position of discussing next year’s teachers. Our staff members know each other well
on a personal basis, but few have first-hand knowledge of the teaching style of a colleague.
Parent and teacher input is essential, but the administrator makes final classroom placement
decisions.
Our common goal is to make the school experience the best for every child. Prairie Star
Elementary is fortunate to have excellent teachers who put children first. We all pledge that we
will do all that we can to create a positive learning experience for your child and your entire
family.
Sincerely,

Stacey Sperry
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LEARNING MATH IN BLUE VALLEY
Learning Math in Blue Valley Part 1: Wonder, Joy & Beauty in Math!
This is the first in a four part series about learning math in Blue Valley. Our goal is for all
students to develop deep mathematical thinking skills, problem solving skills and confidence
in their abilities. This series highlights how students learn and develop a deep conceptual
understanding of math in Blue Valley.
How can students see the WONDER, JOY and BEAUTY of mathematics?
Children are naturally curious and always trying to make sense of the world around them.
When children wonder, they ask questions, and our responses to these questions impact
student learning. We need to provide students opportunities to wonder and ask questions,
which will give way to children seeing joy and beauty as they develop as mathematicians. If
students see mathematics as beautiful, they can apply a mathematical lens to the world
around them.
Characteristics of a student who demonstrates wonder, joy, and beauty in mathematics
Students who find joy in mathematics understand the meaning and connections across
mathematical representations.
Students who experience joy and wonder in mathematics are encouraged to be creative
and are provided with mathematical choices, such as generating their own approaches
and strategies for solving mathematical problems.
Students who see beauty in mathematics explore mathematical connections to nature
and our world.
Students who see the wonder, joy, and beauty of mathematics realize math is more than a
set of rules and procedures to be memorized, but instead a creative, visual, connected
and living subject.
Want to learn more?
Video - Patterns
Article - The Beauty in Numbers, and the Numbers in Beauty

PSE PTO SCHOLARSHIPS FOR 2022 GRADUATES
I am pleased to inform you that the PSE PTO offers two scholarships of $1,000 each to two
deserving 2022 graduates of a Blue Valley high school who attended Prairie Star Elementary
for at least one year.
One scholarship is the Dr. Laura Swartz Scholarship, named for a former principal of PSE, for a
student who plans to obtain a B.S. in Education.
The other scholarship is the PSE PTO Scholarships for a student who best exemplifies the BV
virtues.
Please visit the PSE PTO website,
https://prairiestarpto.membershiptoolkit.com/ptoscholarship

for the application and details. The applications are to be uploaded by Wednesday, March 30,
2022. Winners will be notified by email, and we would like to present the certificate at Senior
Night at their high school.

SPREAD THE WORD! IT’S TIME TO REGISTER FOR
KINDERGARTEN IN 2022-2023!
Hello, Incoming Kindergarten FamiliesWe are excited to welcome your new kindergarten student for the 2022-23 school year.
Please review/complete the steps below. Your timely registration will ensure our team is
prepared. We will send more information about Kindergarten Round-Up in a future message.
Step 1: Please watch this school welcome video.
https://bit.ly/KinderWelcomePSE
Step 2: Do you have questions about kindergarten programs in Blue Valley? (Click on the blue
links below)
What do kindergarten students experience during a typical day?
What opportunities are provided within our partnership with Greenbush for Virtual
Education?
How can I learn about the Chinese immersion option?
Step 3: Is there another language spoken in your home?
If so, please complete this form. Otherwise, move to step 4.
Step 4: How do I register my child?
🌎 To view registration instructions in a language other than English, click here.
To begin the registration process for the 2022-23 school year, simply go to
www.bluevalleyk12.org/registration and click New Student Registration in the Useful Links.
Families new to Blue Valley will be asked to create an online parent account. Online
registration will take approximately 20 minutes to complete and it is an important step in
getting your student started with kindergarten! You will be asked to pay fees later this spring.
Please note: If your child is currently enrolled in the Blue Valley early childhood program, you
will not complete online registration at this time. Families transitioning from early childhood
to kindergarten will have an opportunity to verify the information and complete the registration
process later this spring.
To make Blue Valley’s Online Registration process smooth and convenient, please have the
following information available:
Student proof of identity (birth certificate, passport or VISA)
Emergency contact name(s) and phone number(s)
Doctor, dentist and preferred hospital contact info
Immunization record and health assessment (physical)
Proof of residency (purchase contract, lease or current utility bill)
Custodial documentation (if applicable)
Previous school records and contact info

IEP or 504 Plan (if applicable)
Tip: As soon as your child’s registration is complete, you will begin receiving all-school
communication items that will help welcome you and your family into the school community.
If you have any questions, please call the PSE Elementary office at 913-239-7100.
Important Dates for Kindergarten Families
Kindergarten Online Registration Begins | Tuesday, February 22
Kindergarten Round-Up | Friday, April 8
Kindergarten Orientation | Wednesday, August 17
First full day of school for Kindergarten | Thursday, August 18

THANK YOU!
A big THANK YOU from the 1st Grade Daisy Girl Scout troop to everyone at PSE for donating
their gently used coats to the One Warm Coat drive! Our goal of helping 50 families stay warm
this winter was more than DOUBLED by your incredible generosity! We were able to supply the
KCK public schools' Head Start program with more than 100 coats to help families in need.
Thank you PSE families!

IMPORTANT DATES:
MARCH
11th -No school for students
14th-18th-Spring Break
21st-Staff Professional Learning Day-NO STUDENTS
22nd-Students Return
25th-27th: PTO Nothing Bundt Cake Fundraiser
APRIL
1st-Parent Social & Auction @ Pinstripes
7th- PTO
7th-Parent Meeting for Kindergarten Round-Up @ 5:45
8th-Kindergarten Round-Up
12-14th-Donuts with your Darling
14th-Spring into Math Family Night-5:00-6:00
18th-Professional Learning Days-No School
19th-Professional Learning Days-No School
26th & 27th- Book Fair (Parent volunteers needed)
30th-PSE PTO Carnival 10:00 am - 1:00 pm
MAY
5th-PTO
13th-Field Day/Grill Day
16th-5th Grade Talent Show and Video -Evening Event for parents
17th-Rainout for Field Day

18th-Talent Show Assemblies for grades 3-4 (9:30-10:30) & k-2 (2:00-3:00)
19th-5th Grade Celebration

PSE BOOK FAIR
WHEN

TUESDAY, APRIL 26TH, 9AM TO
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 27TH, 9AM
WHERE

3800 WEST 143RD STREET
LEAWOOD, KS
MORE INFORMATION
BOGO

CHINESE IMMERSION PROGRAM APPLICATION
CLOSES MARCH 22
The online enrollment application for Blue Valley’s Chinese Immersion program will close on
March 22. Blue Valley’s Chinese Immersion program is a dual language immersion model in
which students are co-taught by two full-time classroom teachers, spending about half of the
day in Chinese and about half in English.
Students residing in the Valley Park Elementary (VPE) attendance area will attend the
immersion program at VPE. All other students' applications will be entered into the lottery for
the Wolf Springs Elementary (WSE) program. Selection is based on a random lottery, with no
preference for early submissions. Siblings of current immersion students will have preference,
regardless of home school. The enrollment application is available online through March 22.
Students must be enrolled in in-person learning to apply. For more information on the
immersion program, visit www.bluevalleyk12.org/immersion.

