PSE Weekly Howl
Week of March 8th!

Wolf Wellness Week (March 8-12)
Wolf Wellness Week (March 8-12)—Students engage in fun, health-related activities and
exercises while raising money to help fund the enhancement of the playground and various
online learning subscriptions for the school.
Fundraising Pledge Packets: Please note: All students will go home Friday, March 5, with their
Wolf Walk Pledge Packets. Be sure to check out the info on Friday and discuss with your child
how they can secure pledges over the weekend and through next week! Donations are due
back no later than 9 am Friday, March 12 to be eligible for Grand Prizes.
ALL DONATIONS WILL BE COLLECTED ONLINE - Please make donations online at
https://prairiestarpto.membershiptoolkit.com/fundraiser/585
Feel free to share this on social media and send emails to friends and family!
Wolf Walk (Monday, March 8th): Every student will participate in activities coordinated by our
magni cent Specials Teachers this year for the Wolf Walk, so please help encourage students
to gather pledges and receive prizes. Students should wear their PSE Class Color shirts or
other PSE spirit wear and PSE socks, if they have them, this day!
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PSE Yearbook Ordering
Now is the time to order your PSE Yearbook. Despite the crazy year, our yearbook will remain
a 72-page hardcover yearbook full of picture memories of both virtual and in-person students.
Both teachers and parents have done an amazing job of submitting pictures. If you have not
purchased one for your student, you will be receiving a yer with conference materials. To
check if you have ordered one, please go to the PTO website at
https://prairiestarpto.membershiptoolkit.com/ . Once you log in, you can go to "My Account"

and scroll to "Previous Orders" to see whether you have ordered a yearbook. Email
prairiestaryearbook@gmail.com with questions.

Incoming Kindergarten Families
Hello, Incoming Kindergarten FamiliesYou are invited to our upcoming Kindergarten Round-Up events at Prairie Star Elementary
School! We have made a few adjustments to our typical Kindergarten Round-Up experience to
help keep everyone safe while following our COVID mitigation strategies. We are very excited
to meet our newest stars!
Kindergarten Round-Up: Parent Zoom | Thursday, April 8th at 5:30 PM
Parents/Guardians should plan to join this session to meet myself, learn general
school information, review key items that need to be completed and receive an
overview about the student session scheduled for the following day.
A Zoom link and an interactive newsletter with information will be emailed to
families prior to the session.
Kindergarten Round-Up: Student Sessions | Friday, April 9th
There will be two session times--9 am and 11 am
Students should only attend one session.
Please ll out this form to select a session time:
https://forms.gle/ng6XVZg5CfAr7jWT7
Each session will last around 40 minutes.
Student participation is optional on April 9. However, our hope is to provide students
the opportunity to experience a short, positive kindergarten experience. If you are
choosing to opt out of Kindergarten Round Up, please click the link above and
indicate your child will not be attending Round Up.
Parents/Guardians and visitors will not be allowed inside the building on this date.
You will be asked to leave a phone number for easy contact and should remain within
approximately 5 minutes of the school facility in case of emergent needs. We ask
that you either remain in your car, or return a few minutes before the scheduled end
time of the session.
Students will be welcomed and assisted to kindergarten classrooms from the front
doors of the school. They will be reunited with family contacts at the end of each
session.
Masks will be required. Cleaning protocols and hygiene practices will be reviewed
and utilized. Food/snacks will not be part of Kindergarten Round-Up sessions this
year.

Before Kindergarten Round-Up…
Thank you to everyone who has completed online registration. This step is important as it
provides required information for your incoming student. If you have not completed this task,
please use these directions:
To begin the registration process for the 2021-22 school year, simply go to
www.bluevalleyk12.org/registration and click New Student Registration in the Useful
Links. Families new to Blue Valley will be asked to create an online parent account.
Online registration will take approximately 20 minutes to complete. During the elementary
registration process, you will select the 2021-22 instructional setting (in-person or virtual)

for your kindergarten student. You will be asked to pay fees later this spring; fees do not
vary based on the instructional setting.
Please note: if your child is currently enrolled in the Blue Valley early childhood program,
you will not complete online registration at this time. Families transitioning from early
childhood to kindergarten will have an opportunity to verify the information and complete
the registration process later this spring.
Thank you for helping us prepare for a great Kindergarten Round-Up experience in April. If you
have any questions, please call the Prairie Star Elementary o ce at 913-239-7100.
Sincerely,
Stacey Sperry

Blue Valley Summer Explorations
enrollment opens next week
Looking for engaging summer learning opportunities for your child? Check out Blue Valley’s
Summer Explorations program, which features a wide array of one-week hands-on experiences
that put fun at the forefront of learning. From STEMtopia, to Carpenter’s Corner, to Cooking
Cool Cultural Foods - there is something for everyone. Enrollment begins at 8 a.m. on March 8
and remains open through 4 p.m. on March 29. All summer programs will be held in-person
unless otherwise noted. The district will continue to employ appropriate COVID-19 mitigation
practices during summer programs for safe learning environments. Additional information
about the summer explorations programs can be found online at
www.bluevalleyk12.org/summerprograms.

End of Quarter Information: Viewing
Canvas Courses and Third Quarter Grades
At the end of each quarter, courses in Canvas will conclude and will no longer be visible on the
Canvas app and website. Courses for this year’s third quarter will conclude on March 12th at
11:59pm. Report cards will be generated and families will be able to view third-quarter grades
on ParentVUE at the end of the day on March 26th.
How do I view my child’s report card?
Log in on ParentVue.
Select your elementary student’s name.
In the left navigation bar, choose Report Card.
If you have questions about Standards Based Grading as you view your child’s report card,
please review the information found on the Elementary Report Card resource page.
Each new quarter, classroom teachers will publish their next quarter Canvas course. As
courses are published, students and families will again be able to see current courses on the
Canvas app and Canvas website. For Canvas parent resources, visit
www.bluevalleyk12.org/canvas.

2021-22 school year virtual option
Plans for the 2021-22 school year are being designed in anticipation that the majority of our
students will return to school for the traditional in-person experience our families know and
value. For those interested, the district will continue to offer an all-virtual learning option.
Currently, the formation of a K-12 virtual school as de ned by the Kansas Department of
Education is in the process of development. While this designation is not nalized, we can
share information that is known at this time about the virtual experience beginning next year.
2021-22 Virtual Option Details
When fully realized and after the virtual program ful lls its purpose during the current
pandemic, virtual learning in Blue Valley will evolve to provide additional opportunities, choice
and exibility for students to learn in a variety of formats. Detailed information regarding the
2021-22 virtual option at elementary, middle and high school levels is available on the district
website. Families will receive additional information from their schools regarding enrollment
and registration.
Elementary students will indicate their preference (in-person or virtual) during the online
registration process in April. We recognize that making a decision in the spring for the fall is
di cult given the large number of unknowns.
To allow for this unique circumstance, families enrolled in in-person learning (or ex at the
high school level) will have an opportunity in July to make a change to the full-time virtual
option. The only move a student will be allowed to make in July is INTO the full-time virtual
option, not vice versa. Families who feel unsure about the full-time virtual option are
encouraged to enroll in-person. This allows for the exibility of moving to full-time virtual, as
desired, in July.
For more information regarding registration and the virtual option, visit the district website.

Parent Support Group
Join us at a Parent Support Group meeting for support and problem-solving on issues with
which your family and child are struggling. This group is strengths-based, meaning we will
focus on the strengths of your family and child to help nd solutions and encourage self-care.
This group is open to any parent/guardian living in Johnson County, Kansas.
You do not have to be a client of Johnson County Mental Health Center (JCMHC) to attend.
For this session, Lesli Girard and Jane Groff from Families Together, will provide families and
caregivers with information on the impact of Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs), different
forms of stress, and practices that promote resilience. New research on Positive Childhood

Experiences (PCEs) will also be highlighted. Join Lesli and Jane as they share strategies and
resources to help build resiliency in families.
Click here to join meeting
Questions? Contact Rachel McDonald
Rachael.McDonald@jocogov.org or 913-715-7718

Chinese Immersion Program application
open for incoming kindergarteners
The application for Blue Valley’s Chinese Immersion program for incoming kindergarten
students is open. Blue Valley’s Chinese Immersion program is a dual language immersion
model in which students are co-taught by two full-time classroom teachers, spending about
half of the day in Chinese and about half in English.
Students residing in the VPE attendance area will attend the immersion program at VPE. All
other students' applications will be entered into the lottery for the WSE program. Selection is
based on a random lottery, with no preference for early submissions. Siblings of current
immersion students will have preference. This preference will continue to be extended to
siblings of current VPE Chinese Immersion students regardless of home school. The
enrollment application is available online through March 21. Students must be enrolled in inperson learning to apply. For more information on the immersion program, visit
www.bluevalleyk12.org/immersion.

Interested in becoming a Blue Valley
Board of Education Member
Interested in becoming a Blue Valley Board of Education member, but need to know more
about a board member's responsibilities and commitments? Blue Valley patrons interested in
learning about running for a seat on the Board of Education are invited to attend an
informational Zoom meeting at 6 p.m. on Thursday, March 4. Patrons interested in attending
should contact Board of Education clerk Sarah Vaughn at svaughn@bluevalleyk12.org or 913239-4020.
Three Board of Education positions will be up for election in November. They include: one
from the Northeast area, one from the Northwest area and one from the South area. For more
information about the Blue Valley Board of Education, go to www.bluevalleyk12.org/boe.

PSE PTO Scholarships for 2021 Graduates
I am pleased to inform you that the PSE PTO offers two scholarships of $1,000 each to two
deserving 2021 graduates of a Blue Valley high school who attended Prairie Star Elementary
for at least one year.

One scholarship is the Dr. Laura Swartz Scholarship, named for a former principal of PSE, for a
student who plans to obtain a B.S. in Education.
The other scholarship is the PSE PTO Scholarships for a student who best exempli es the BV
virtues.
Please visit the PSE PTO website,
https://prairiestarpto.membershiptoolkit.com/ptoscholarship
for the application and details. The applications are to be uploaded by Wednesday, March 31,
2021. Winners will be noti ed by email, and we would like to present the certi cate at Senior
Night at their high school.

Important Dates:
March 8th-12th: Wolf Walk Week
March 15th-19th: Spring Break
March 22nd: No School Professional Learning Day
March 23rd: Start of 4th Quarter
April 9th: Kindergarten Round-Up -Sessions at 9:00 & 11:00 ( NO SCHOOL FOR CURRENT
Kindergarten students)
April 23rd: No School Professional Learning Day for Staff

