PSE Weekly Howl
Week of April 4th!

Bring out the BLUE for Royal's Home Opener -Spirit Week
April 4th- KU Day or Show your socks day for KC Spirit
April 5th-Dress like a player day
April 6th- Favorite Baseball Hat Day
April 7th-Ultimate Fan Day-WEAR BLUE

No School for Kindergarten next Friday, April 8
There will be NO SCHOOL for Kindergarteners next Friday, April 8th. Grades 1 -5 have a normal day of
school. Kindergarten teachers will be busy with incoming Kindergarten Round-Up.

Elementary school registration open for 2022-23 school year
Early childhood, elementary and middle school registration for the 2022-23 school year is now open
online for current students and families. Registration is required every year and includes
reviewing/updating your child’s information (phone, email, emergency contacts, health information,
etc.). Simply log in and click the registration tab to begin!
Important items of note
Families have access to pay all required and optional fees with the exception of middle school
course fees. Middle school course fees will be assigned in August.
The Early Childhood program requires an advanced application for new students only. More
information about the program and application process is available online.
High school registration opens July 13, 2022.
Completing registration and fee payment helps the district predict how many students will be
participating in each grade level in the fall as we work to be financially responsible and stay within
guidelines for teacher/student ratios. As we prepare for the new school year, we look at paid
registration as a commitment from a family regarding their attendance for the upcoming year. Thank
you for providing important information and parent permissions through registration.

Thank you!
Thank you to everyone who gave donations to our PTO parent social auction. A huge thank you to
Andrea Musfeldt and her team for her hard work for this event. We have the best community, and I am

so thankful to be a part of it.

PSE PTO Pizza Night
When
Thursday, April 7th, 4:15pm
Where
7321 West 151st Street Overland Park, KS
More information
Papa John's fundraiser night for PSE PTO is Thursday, April 7.
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PSE Community Service Project
The 5th graders are leading a Community Service Project here at PSE the week of April 11th-15th! As a
building, we need your help! We are working to gather supplies to make Happy Kits for Children's Mercy
Hospital. Happy Kits are used all over the hospital to make patients and families feel comfortable and
welcome. We will be gathering and assembling these kits to take as many as we can to Children's
Mercy. To have this project be a success, we need your help! Each grade is being asked to bring in the
following items:
K-Coloring Books and Crayons
1-Card Games
2-Card Games
3-New Books/Magazines
4-New Books/Magazines
5-Non-Toxic Bubbles
Thank you so much for your donations! /Mag

Learning Connection
Blue Valley’s focus on digital citizenship is vital to ensuring students inside and outside of the
classroom are knowledgeable about the safest ways to use technology.
“Digital citizenship is about making sure students are making good choices online,” said Brad Moser,
Blue Valley’s Director of Blended Learning.
Blue Valley’s teachers, paraprofessionals and librarians work hard to develop lesson plans about
digital citizenship and technology. Topics include cyberbullying, password safety and digital
footprints.
Blue Valley also uses Securly, a tool parents can access, to place filters and monitor the usage of
devices Common Sense Media is an online resource sharing information on how to keep kid safe in a

digital age.
“We use technology to do some really rad stuff and have experiences that we couldn’t before,” Moser
said. “It’s pretty powerful. The tools allow us to have some of those engaging pieces and help students
personalize their learning. It’s a lot richer than it was without the tool.”
Read more about digital citizenship in this Learning Connection story and listen to the BV unmuted
podcast about digital citizenship.

Cell Phone and Associated Personal Technology Guideline:
In an effort to provide the most effective learning spaces possible, the following guidelines are in effect
concerning personal cell phones and associated personal technology devices (CP/PTD) at the
elementary school level:
CP/PTDs are defined as any device designed for personal communication, digital information
transfer, or electronic gaming/play.
CP/PTDs are not allowed to be in use by elementary school students during the school day. The
school day is defined as anytime the student is on campus property on a day in which school is in
session.
CP/PTDs are to be kept in backpacks out of sight and are to be powered off.
Should the need arise for a student to contact parents during the school day the main office
phone or the classroom phone should be used for such a call.
CP/PTDs may be used by the student only at the request of the classroom teacher or other staff
member.
CP/PTDs used to monitor identified student health needs such as blood sugar levels are allowed
and must be approved by the principal.

Save the Date
When
Friday, April 22nd, 3:45-6:30pm
Where
3800 West 143rd Street Leawood, KS
More information
The last Late Night at the STAR of the year!

Donuts with your Darlings
Join us for Donuts with your Darlings in the PSE cafeteria on April 12, 13, and 14 from 7:30-8:30am.
Students can attend with 2 of their favorite adults to enjoy a free breakfast which includes donuts,
fruit, milk, juice, and coffee. Last names beginning with A-I should come on April 12, J-Q on April 13,
and R-Z on April 14. If you need to switch days, that is fine. We are hoping to have about 1/3 of the
families on each day to spread out the crowd and help with parking.

If you have any questions, please contact PSE Hospitality chairperson, Gretchen McIlnay at
goodmcilnay@yahoo.com

Important Attendance Email Change: Active March 22, 2022.
Please email attendancepse@bluevalleyk12.org to inform the office of your student’s absence,
tardiness, or change in dismissal. You no longer need to use individual emails to our office staff when
notifying the office regarding your student's attendance. This email will eliminate the need to copy
multiple people in the office.
Absence or Tardiness? You can report absences in three different ways.
1. Call us 913-239-7105
2. Report it through ParentVue
3. Email the front office attendancepse@bluevalleyk12.org
*Please indicate the reason for the absence so it is properly recorded.

Kindergarten Round-Up Sessions
Hello, Incoming Kindergarten FamiliesYou are invited to our upcoming Kindergarten Round-Up events at Prairie Star Elementary School! We
are very excited to meet our newest group of Wolves on Friday, April 8th.
Parent Session: Prairie Star Library @ 5:45 | Thursday, April 7th
o Tour of the building at 5:45
o Quick overview of PSE and the Kindergarten experience
o Meet VIP staff
Student Sessions: Kindergarten Round-Up: Sessions | Friday, April 8th
o There will be two session times to choose from—9:00 am, and 10:15 am
o Please click here Kindergarten Round-Up to select a session time: Each session will last around 45
minutes.
o Students will get to experience the Kindergarten classroom.
We are excited to welcome you to Prairie Star!
Sincerely,
Stacey Sperry

Spring into Math Family Event
When
Thursday, April 14th, 5-6pm
Where
3800 West 143rd Street Leawood, KS
More information
Please join us in finding the wonder, joy, & beauty in math. We would love for your family to attend this
one-hour workshop. Here is the link:
Family Math Night RSVP

Optional Class Placement Form-DUE APRIL 8th! Please complete
the attached form.
One of the biggest concerns of most parents is classroom placement each year for their students at
school. I wanted to share our current procedure for placing students in classes with that in mind.
In the spring, current grade classroom teachers, building learning specialists, the counselor, and the
principal meet to discuss student needs and form initial classes for the upcoming year. There are
always changes during the summer due to new students that may enroll. With 415 students to
consider at Prairie Star Elementary, we take this task very seriously to end up with classes where
students can thrive. We work hard to develop classes that include:
· A mix of boys and girls
· A range of academic abilities
· Compatible student personalities
· Overall class sizes that are approximately equal across the grade level
Parent input in this process is certainly welcome if parents would like to share information about their
child that we might not already know. The parent input form (attached) has been designed for this
purpose. Parents who complete the optional input form will need to have the form completed and
turned in to the office no later than April 8, 2022.
Although current year teachers are involved in the process, they should not be put in the difficult
position of discussing next year’s teachers. Our staff members know each other well on a personal
basis, but few have first-hand knowledge of the teaching style of a colleague. Parent and teacher
input is essential, but the administrator makes final classroom placement decisions.
Our common goal is to make the school experience the best for every child. Prairie Star Elementary is
fortunate to have excellent teachers who put children first. We all pledge that we will do all that we can
to create a positive learning experience for your child and your entire family.
Sincerely,
Stacey Sperry
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Learning Math in Blue Valley: Proficiency
This is the fourth in a four-part series about learning math in Blue Valley. Our goal is for all students to
develop deep mathematical thinking skills, problem-solving skills, and confidence in their abilities. This
series highlights how students learn and develop a deep conceptual understanding of math in Blue
Valley.
What does it mean to be PROFICIENT in mathematics?
Mathematical proficiency is described as five interconnected strands: conceptual understanding,
procedural fluency, strategic competence, adaptive reasoning, and productive disposition. The strands
of mathematical proficiency build a picture of a mathematically proficient student. (Kilpatrick,
Swafford, and Findell, 2001)
Characteristics of a student who demonstrates proficiency in mathematics
Students with conceptual understanding know more than isolated facts and methods. They
understand why a mathematical idea is important and the kinds of contexts in which it is useful.
Students displaying procedural fluency know procedures and when to use them, and they
perform them flexibly, accurately, and efficiently.
Students exhibiting strategic competence can formulate mathematical problems, represent
them, and solve them.
Students using adaptive reasoning can think logically about relationships among concepts and
situations, consider alternatives, reason correctly, and justify conclusions.
Students with a productive disposition see that mathematics makes sense and is both useful
and worthwhile, believe that steady effort pays off, and see themselves as effective learners and
doers of mathematics.
Want to learn more?
Video - Number Sense
Article - Mathematics Proficiency: Meaning and Importance

Spread the word! It’s time to register for kindergarten in 20222023!
Hello, Incoming Kindergarten FamiliesWe are excited to welcome your new kindergarten student for the 2022-23 school year.
Please review/complete the steps below. Your timely registration will ensure our team is prepared. We
will send more information about Kindergarten Round-Up in a future message.
Step 1: Please watch this school welcome video.
https://bit.ly/KinderWelcomePSE
Step 2: Do you have questions about kindergarten programs in Blue Valley? (Click on the blue links
below)
What do kindergarten students experience during a typical day?
What opportunities are provided within our partnership with Greenbush for Virtual Education?
How can I learn about the Chinese immersion option?

Step 3: Is there another language spoken in your home?
If so, please complete this form. Otherwise, move to step 4.
Step 4: How do I register my child?
🌎 To view registration instructions in a language other than English, click here.
To begin the registration process for the 2022-23 school year, simply go to
www.bluevalleyk12.org/registration and click New Student Registration in the Useful Links. Families
new to Blue Valley will be asked to create an online parent account. Online registration will take
approximately 20 minutes to complete and it is an important step in getting your student started with
kindergarten! You will be asked to pay fees later this spring.
Please note: If your child is currently enrolled in the Blue Valley early childhood program, you will not
complete online registration at this time. Families transitioning from early childhood to kindergarten
will have an opportunity to verify the information and complete the registration process later this
spring.
To make Blue Valley’s Online Registration process smooth and convenient, please have the following
information available:
Student proof of identity (birth certificate, passport or VISA)
Emergency contact name(s) and phone number(s)
Doctor, dentist and preferred hospital contact info
Immunization record and health assessment (physical)
Proof of residency (purchase contract, lease or current utility bill)
Custodial documentation (if applicable)
Previous school records and contact info
IEP or 504 Plan (if applicable)
Tip: As soon as your child’s registration is complete, you will begin receiving all-school communication
items that will help welcome you and your family into the school community.
If you have any questions, please call the PSE Elementary office at 913-239-7100.
Important Dates for Kindergarten Families
Kindergarten Orientation | Wednesday, August 17
First full day of school for Kindergarten | Thursday, August 18

Important Dates:
MARCH
25th-27th: PTO Nothing Bundt Cake Fundraiser
APRIL
1st-Parent Social & Auction @ Pinstripes
7th- PTO
7th-Parent Meeting for Kindergarten Round-Up @ 5:45
8th-Kindergarten Round-Up
12-14th-Donuts with your Darling
14th-Breakfast and Books
14th-Spring into Math Family Night-5:00-6:00
18th-Professional Learning Days-No School
19th-Professional Learning Days-No School
26th & 27th- Book Fair (Parent volunteers needed)

MAY
5th-PTO
5th-Breakfast and Books
13th-Field Day/Grill Day
16th-5th Grade Talent Show and Video -Evening Event for parents
17th-Rainout for Field Day
18th-Talent Show Assemblies for grades 3-4 (9:30-10:30) & k-2 (2:00-3:00)
19th-5th Grade Celebration

PSE BOOK FAIR
When
Tuesday, April 26th, 9am to Wednesday, April
27th, 9am
Where
3800 West 143rd Street Leawood, KS
More information
BOGO
If you would like to volunteer, here is a sign-up:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0b4aafad2ea20-psespring

