WELCOME 

To 

Back to School Night
Mr. von holten
2013-2014
Welcome!
I am excited about the opportunity to explore a variety of skills and topics this school year with your child.  Instructional units are carefully planned so that the district’s curriculum is thoroughly covered. The following is a list of skills and topics that will be covered under each core subject this year.

Math:






English Language Arts: 
enVision





LEAD21



16 topics 





8 social studies- or science- 
Algebraic thinking, number



based themes. 

and operations of base ten and fractions,

Whole and small group instruction measurement and data, and geometry 
Writing: 
Six Trait Writing

Types of Writing (Expository,

Narrative, Persuasive,Technical, 
Biography, Memoir, etc.)

Social Studies: 




Science/Health: 
Native Americans




Matter
Explorers





Ecosystems 
Colonies 





Earth Systems
Revolutionary War




Space


Government
class schedule

arrival 8:25-8:35

morning work 8:35-8:45
specials 8:45-9:45
Math 9:45-11
Our Math program is enVision.  The program consists of 16 topics that range from place value to geometry. 

Science/Social Studies 11-12
Science and Social Studies will be taught on alternating days. The History Alive, Build Our Nation, and We the People books will be used in Social Studies instruction. Bring Science Alive will be used in Science instruction. Students will have many projects that they will be completing throughout the year. They will be given time in class for most assignments, but some will have to be completed at home. 
recess 12-12:20

lunch 12:30-1

read-aloud 1-1:15
English language arts (lead21) 1:15-2
We have whole group and small group workshop on a daily basis. The whole group instruction will include the study of our vocabulary and grammar skills and the story from the Theme Reader. Each unit will contain both a fiction and nonfiction selection. Small group instruction will be on the child’s reading level but will tie into the theme focus. On Fridays, the students will be placed into inquiry groups to do a research project based on the theme. They will, as a group, create a presentation based on their research. They will have several choices of what form their presentation will take.
Spelling is integrated into the whole group block in LEAD21. A pretest will be given on Mondays and a posttest on Fridays. The current Spelling list is on our website.
lead21 workshop 2-3

benchmark writer’s workshop 3-3:30

pack-up / dismissal 3:30-3:40
Missing Work

You may check students’ progress any time using Synergy’s ParentVue. Contact the CPE office for instructions, username, and password. Students will lose Dojo points for each day work is missing.
Birthdays/Snacks

If you would like to send in treats for your child’s birthday (or half-birthday), that is fine.  It is not necessary to check with me ahead of time. Please have cookie cakes, etc, already cut.  Please refer to the district guidelines for any treats you send into the classroom. Birthdays will be celebrated at snack time. Our daily snack time is everyday at 9:45.  Please send your child with a healthy, individual-size snack daily.
Homework
Students will have some homework this year. The amount will depend on the child. They will be given some time in class to complete assignments, and homework will consist of unfinished work and practice. They can have up to 50 minutes a night. They may also have some long-term assignments that will require homework time. Long-term assignments will be posted on the class website, and are posted on the Long-Term work board in the classroom. 
Book Orders

I will be sending home book orders periodically. Ordering books is not required. Make your check payable to Scholastic (this information should be on the order form. Please DO NOT SEND CASH. Also, consider ordering online. It’s very simple, and for each online order, you and our classroom each get a free book! Our class code is HYFJZ.
Parent/Teacher Communication

I feel that communication between home and school is very important. I will try to keep you well-informed of activities taking place in our classroom through a semi-weekly newsletter. I ask that if you ever have questions or concerns, that you contact me. If you wish to meet with me, please call and set up an appointment, as I am not always available for drop-ins before or after school due to staff meetings, tutoring, etc. Also, feel free to communicate through notes sent to school with your child, or through the “Notes” box on your child’s planner. I value your input and look forward to a good year.

My contact information:

Email:  
class" 
tavonholten at bluevalleyk12.org

class
 dojo
Grade 5 uses the Class Dojo behavior program. Positive points will be given for doing class jobs, receiving compliments, helping others, staying on task, participation, responsible behavior, teamwork, and doing quality work. Points will be deducted for disrespect, disrupting class, improper work headings, inappropriate behavior during drills, messy desk and cubby, missing work, not following directions, being off task, being out of their seat, not having planner signed, or unpreparedness.
Bist
(behavior intervention support team)
Cottonwood Point Elementary has adopted the BIST system of behavior intervention. The system is based on grace, combined with accountability. It utilizes specific language and consistency. Each classroom will have a “safe seat,” and students have been trained in its use and meaning. This safe seat is not a place a student goes when in trouble, but a place a student goes to avoid getting in trouble. BIST uses four steps to achieve consistency and safety for all students: early intervention, caring confrontation, protective planning, and outlasting the behavior.
Von Holten Class List

2015-2016
1. Mikhail Alon
2. Giselle Castro

3. Maleah Deshler

4. Peter Duke

5. Lyha Garrett

6. Gage Hollenbeck

7. Evan Jiang

8. Ella Lagoski

9. Cooper Lopez

10. Drew Mandelbaum

11. Janie Mandry

12. Gracie O’Neill

13. Lincoln Ramey

14. Annika Ryan

15. Tanner Samyn

16. Gabrielle Sander

17. Reece Sifford

18. Bennett VonAhnen

19. Maddy White
