Landforms Study Guide

Vocabulary To Know:

boundary- the border of an area

grid- vertical and horizontal lines that intersect and form squares

map- a drawing of an area, usually as though you were looking straight down on it

model- a smaller or larger 3-D representation of an object

symbol- a color, shape or texture used to represent something on a map

key-  an explanation of symbols used on a map

plateau- a large level area that is raised (uplifted)
canyon- a V-shaped valley that is eroded by a river

delta- a fan-shaped deposit of earth materials at the mouth of a river

erosion- wearing away of earth materials by water, wind, ice or gravity

deposition- the process by which eroded earth materials settle out in another place

sediments- earth materials that have been eroded and deposited
sea level- the height of the ocean, zero elevation

elevation- height above sea level

base- the bottom of a mountain

peak- the highest point of a mountain

topographic map- a map that shows the elevation and the shape of a land’s surface

contour line- a line on a topographic map that connects points of equal elevation

contour interval- the difference in elevation between contour lines

cartographer- a person who makes maps
structure- built by people- like a building

Concepts to Know:

* Water always flows to the lowest possible area or channel
* Heavier earth materials like sand are deposited before lighter materials like clay

* The faster water is moving, the more sediment it can carry.  As water slows down, it begins to deposit sediments.

*On a topographic map, contour lines that are close together show that the slope of the land is steep

* Use your packet to help you study. Especially the picture of the different landforms*

