	Students identified as intellectually gifted must demonstrate characteristics of giftedness and a need that cannot be met in the general education classroom. 

Once the student is referred as possibly needing gifted education services, we begin our child find process by providing differentiated curricular experiences within the general education classroom.  If this intervention provides sufficient service, the process is concluded.  If not, more data are gathered. 

The gifted education teacher and/or school psychologist collects a variety of data.  Data are gathered from five sources:  general classroom interventions, review of records, interviews, observations and testing. This data may include group test scores, student products and evaluations, teacher recommendations, parent input, interest and learning styles inventories, checklists of gifted behaviors and any relevant state or local assessment results as well as the results of earlier interventions.  

The Collaborative Problem Solving Team meets to discuss the referral and examine gathered data.  The team typically includes the classroom teacher(s), gifted education teacher, psychologist, administrator and counselor. A decision is made regarding the next appropriate action (see 4 and 5 below). 

If the team decides that an initial evaluation is not needed, the information is noted in the student's cumulative folder. 

If an initial evaluation is recommended, the gifted education teacher or school psychologist informs the parent and sends the permission form with the Procedural Safeguards document.  Once the parent has signed and returned the form granting permission for assessment, the evaluation is conducted.  

Initial evaluation is based on holistic data collection including cognitive and academic ability, behavioral characteristic and task commitment, through the use of one or more of these assessments: 

· Intelligence test; 

· General education interventions; 

· Specific academic ability tests; 

· Checklists; 

· Interviews; 

· Samples of classroom work or other appropriate data to substantiate qualification and need; and 

· Observations within the gifted classroom 

The Collaborative Problem Solving Team, including the parents, then reviews this information.  This broad-based approach ensures that no single measure alone will determine placement in the gifted program.  Information is looked at holistically, based on benchmarks and not cutoff scores. 

Students for whom initial evaluation is recommended usually demonstrate high cognitive ability in the general education classroom, score in the very superior range locally on the Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) test, create products indicating advanced achievement and creativity, and demonstrate many traits related to intellectually gifted behaviors. 

When tests and other assessment data have been administered and gathered, the Collaborative Problem Solving Team reviews the data to determine whether the student displays characteristics of gifted behavior and demonstrates need for special services beyond the regular curriculum. 

A conference date to review assessment results and team recommendation is scheduled with the parents. The parents will be provided with a 10-day advance written notice of the conference.  

If the student is determined to be eligible for special education services, the team (including the parents) will develop an Individual Education Program (IEP) and parents will receive a copy of the IEP.  The student's educational placement is based upon the services in the IEP. The student is monitored and reviewed on a basis consistent with the reporting period of all students at that school building.  The IEP will be reviewed annually with the Collaborative Problem Solving Team before the anniversary date 
of the previous IEP. 

As required by state guidelines, a re-evaluation will be completed every three years prior to the anniversary of the student's initial comprehensive evaluation unless it is agreed upon by the team that a re-evaluation is not necessary for continued placement. Data from this re-evaluation usually provides information for IEP development over the next few years. If results of a re-evaluation indicate that the student no longer is in need of gifted education services, the team, including the parents, will discuss the results of the evaluation. At this time the team may identify alternative instructional experiences for the students.
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