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The Ins & Outs of Twitter 
· Twitter is a social networking and micro blogging service that allows you to answer the question, "What are you doing?"  by sending short text messages 140 characters in length, called "tweets", to your friends, or "followers."
· Why would you want to join Twitter?

· While much of what is on Twitter is an announcement of someone’s daily minutiae … Twitter is a virtual network to find others that are interested in the same things you are interested in. (Examples: jogging, knitting, parenting, teaching, NCAA tournament, travel, Kansas City, etc.). 

· “Tweets” are similar to “status updates” for those of you that are familiar with Facebook. You can choose to be as interactive as you want to. Many people take in information via Twitter for a long time before they ever share something. And sharing is not mandatory.
· Why did I join Twitter?

· I have found an extensive network of educators that give advice, share lesson ideas or websites. We have become online colleagues. 

· One teacher in my network created a Twitter account for her class so parents could keep track of student activities. She shares pictures of projects (not students), reminders (field trips, picture day, homework, etc.), and suggestions for parents who want to know more about what their student did in school each day. 
· I have set up similar Twitter communication for our classroom. 

· Why did I start a classroom Twitter account?

· One of my personal & professional goals is to strengthen communication between myself & parents. While a weekly newsletter is helpful, sometimes more up to date information is available. Since “tweets” can be only 140 characters or less, this information is short & sweet. You can visit my class Twitter website as much or as little as you want, but either way I always want to have interesting information posted there. {See site below.} With the termination of the district’s Voice Mail system, this is one more way to stay in touch & communicate with the people who are most important to my professional life.
· The posts will be public, but I will be very mindful to protect the privacy of students & families. Other OHE teachers have class Twitter accounts, too. You can find them in my list of people I’m following. You may be able to read Twitter updates from them from time to time.
· Getting Started: 
· Visit www.twitter.com and click “Join for free” to create your account. Consider using your real name as your user name to help friends & family find you more easily. 
· Once your account is created, login and click “Settings”. From here, you can set up your account details, manage your password, register to tweet from a location other than your computer, configure how you receive notices, upload a photo and customize your account’s design. 
· Twitter support is very helpful and the FAQs are listed here: http://help.twitter.com/entries/13920-frequently-asked-questions 
· Your twitter page is then located at www.twitter.com/your-username. 
· My account is located at: www.twitter.com/OHEWelde 
· Other Twitter accounts that might interest you:
· @HawkTweets – General OHE school updates
· @OHEAnderson – Dr. Anderson’s twitter account
· @OHECommunityService – Link for community service ideas
· Other OHE accounts:
· Classroom teachers: @OHEMcKnight, @OHEKurimsky, @OHEWelde, @PuccettiOHE, @OHEDiedrich, @OHEMcDonald, @OHESchmelig, @OHESchwabauer, @OHEDunleavy,  @OHECastilla, @OHEBotts, @OHETriano, @MrsPhiferOHE, @OHESchumacher 
· Other OHE staff: @OHELibrary, @OHEPE, @OHERodriguez, @OHEGillen, @OHEWeedmark, @OHEMartin, @OHENurse
· @bvschools – Blue Valley District Twitter account
