T-Bird Times
January 8th, 2020

Calendar
January
15 - No School End of Quarter
18 - No School, MLK, Jr. Day
February
15 - No School Presidents Day
25 - No school Parent/Teacher Conferences
26 - No School

Principals Note:
HMS Families,

We had an amazing rst week back with our students. It’s hard to believe that we are in the year 2021!
We remain committed to providing an exceptional learning experience for our students no matter the
conditions or learning format. Quarter three class schedules will be viewable in ParentVUE and
StudentVUE this evening. Please login to view your student’s schedule. There is a lot of information
below so please take the time to read this email. In next week’s email, I will begin to add our Hybrid
learning information document to assist in-person learners with our mitigation strategies while
students are learning in the building.
Below this note you will nd the following information:
January Red/Blue Calendar
Zoom Cameras “ON”
End of the Quarter Grading Information
MAP Testing Dates
Attendance Noti cations
Mental Fitness
Counseling Corner
Have a great weekend and let me know if you need anything.
Sincerely,
Nate Winslow
Principal
Harmony Middle School

January Red/Blue Calendar

Camera "ON" During Zoom
It has been decided that all student Cameras are to be turned on during live Zoom sessions with
teachers. This expectation assists with engagement, monitoring of students as learners, bene ts
student to teacher connections, and creates ease and increased accuracy when it comes to taking
attendance. This will be a consistent practice across all nine Blue Valley middle schools. We appreciate

both parent and student support as we implement this new practice to improve the learning
experience at HMS.

End of the Quarter Grading Information
As we head into the last week of the rst semester, we wanted to share one nal reminder that Canvas
courses will conclude at 11:59PM on January 14th.
End of Semester Information
At the end of the day on January 14th, rst semester courses in Canvas will conclude and will no
longer be visible on the Canvas Parent app. A concluded course is only visible through the Canvas
Website by selecting All Courses from the Courses tab. Grades are visible through the Past
Enrollments section in the Canvas Website. Access Past Enrollment (Video tutorial).
Final exam scores and other individual assignment grades can be viewed in Canvas. Semester grades
reports will be published on ParentVUE on January 25th.
Next semester, once teachers publish new courses, students and families will again be able to see
current courses on the Canvas Parent app and Canvas website.
Need some help?
Blue Valley has a variety of resources available for parent support on the district’s Canvas web page,
www.bluevalleyk12.org/canvas.
We continue to be excited about Canvas and the positive impact this learning management system
continues to have on our students. Thank you for your support of Blue Valley Schools.

MAP Testing Dates
Below is a map testing schedule for HMS students. All HMS students, both in-person and VirtualED will
take the MAP test during this time period. VirtualED students will test through Zoom during their
regularly scheduled Math or ELA classes. In person students will test on their in person learning days
during their regularly scheduled Math or ELA classes.

Attendance Noti cations (In-Person Learning)
Beginning January 4, Blue Valley schools will be notifying families of any unexpected absences
through email, phone, text, and optional push noti cations. Families can expect automated
attendance messages by email, phone, and text if a child is absent and his/her absence has not
already been reported by a parent/guardian. It is the responsibility of the parent/guardian to call the
school to report an absence or reply to the automated email or phone message.
Middle school and high school students on at-home learning days (within the hybrid model) will
continue to be expected to check-in for each class via Zoom or another manner indicated by their
teacher. During this check-in time, attendance will continue to be taken.
What is the purpose of attendance noti cations?
We realize that students may occasionally need to miss school for planned absences, illnesses, and
appointments. However, when a student does not arrive at school or unexpectedly misses a portion of
the school day, we are concerned and want to make sure you are aware that your child is absent.
How can I get push noti cations?
Families who would also like a push noti cation can download the ParentVUE app and manage their
noti cations. If a child has an unreported absence when a teacher submits attendance, then a push
noti cation will immediately be sent to the parent/guardian's mobile device.
Interested in push noti cations? Simply download the ParentVUE app (iTunes app store or Google
Play), enable push noti cations in device settings and select attendance noti cations through in-app
settings.

Mental Fitness: Practical Applications of Distress Management
Blue Valley Northwest Feeder Schools K-12: 1/21/21 @ 7:00PM

This program is offered to all parents in Blue Valley. Parents and teens should attend this event if they
would like more information about panic, depression and/or suicidality. Julia Harkleroad will be
discussing the basic protocols in case of suicidal ideation and planning as well as managing impulsive
emotions, intrusive thoughts and high stress environments She will introduce the biomechanics of
stress and the differences between suicidal ideation and suicidal planning. Julia will share insight into
breathing, heart-rate variability, pain management, relationships, drugs and alcohol, sleep, social
media and mindfulness.
Registration is now open, click here to get started.
Registration Landing Page: https://www.bluevalleyk12.org/Page/35794

Counselor's Corner
As we ring in a new year and continue to face existing challenges, we want to remind our parent
community how valuable and appreciated they are to us as school and more importantly, your child.
Nothing about 2020 was easy and yet, we all did what it took to help our student navigate a worldwide
pandemic. Our featured article is a great reminder of how important it is to take care of your needs as
a parent and continue to “put your oxygen mask on” so that be there for your family in 2021! Both of
us have middle school students ourselves so we are struggling alongside you. If we can help in any
way…we are here and willing!

HMS Counselors, Lori Cook and Trish Madsen

https://www.huffpost.com/entry/2021-parents-new-yearsresolutions_l_5fe143f6c5b6ff74797c9274?wewm&?ncid=newsltushpmgvoices_Parents
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