T-Bird Times
December 11th, 2020

Calendar
December
14 - Girls Basketball game @LKMS - 3:15 Coach Newell's team will play rst followed by Coach
Meier's team
17 - Girls Basketball game @PRMS - 3:15 Coach Newell's team will play rst followed by Coach
Meier's team

Principals Note:
HMS Families,
We enjoyed another wonderful week at HMS. Students continue to work hard and persevere during
these unique times. I also see our staff and families working around the clock to support our students.
To me, this is a complete team effort and I am so appreciative of everyone’s contributions. As a

reminder, there are seven school days left until Winter Break. This year, Winter break happens in the
middle of the second quarter. The second quarter ends o cially on January 15. We are encouraging
students to be completely current on their work prior to Winter Break so that they can relax, enjoy time
with family, and not worry about school.
Below this note you will nd the following information:
Winter MAP Testing Window
Push Noti cations
Red/Blue Calendar for December
Modi ed Block Schedule
Inclement Weather Plan
Apply to Join the BV Support Team
BVNW Adopt a Senior
Counseling Corner
Have a great weekend and let me know if you need anything.
Sincerely,
Nate Winslow
Principal
Harmony Middle School

Winter MAP Testing Window
I wanted to make you aware that we will be administering Winter MAP tests this year to measure the
current instructional levels of our students.
Data obtained through this particular instance of MAP testing will measure student progress on
speci c standards and will provide us with information and insight that allow us to better support
your student.
This year’s Winter testing window is January 25th to February 12th, as we want students to test with
their 2nd semester teachers. Please let me know if you have any questions. Soon, we will settle on
exact dates for testing. Once that happens, I will share that information with everyone.
Thanks,
Nate Winslow

Attendance and Push Noti cations
During distance learning, the district has turned off all push noti cations through Synergy. Typically, a
parent/guardian would receive a noti cation at both 8:30 am and 3:30 pm notifying them of an
unexcused absence at any point during the day. At HMS, we feel it is important for students to attend
all of their classes each day. With that in mind, we have decided to send our own email noti cations to
parents/guardians when their student has an unexcused absence at any point during the day. These
noti cations will go out at 3:15 pm each day. When making attendance calls, we have noticed that

most parents/guardians were not aware that their student was missing class during the day. If your
student is unable to attend class due to circumstances out of their control, please call or email the
front o ce at 913-239-5200 or peitland@bluevalleyk12.org.

Red/Blue December Calendar
Please scroll to the bottom of newsletter for PDF copies of calendar.

Modi ed Block Schedule
Please scroll to the bottom of newsletter for PDF copies of schedule.

Delayed Start Learning Day (Inclement Weather) Plans
In Kansas, it is likely over the next several months we’ll see forecasts that call for inclement weather.
Blue Valley encourages students and families to be prepared by:
Bringing home district-provided devices daily
Reviewing 2020-21 inclement weather learning options
NEW! REMOTE LEARNING DAY: A remote learning day will be used when adverse weather
conditions exist that make travel to and from school unsafe. The learning day will include
check-ins with teachers and asynchronous work for all students, including VirtualED.
Speci c details about schedules for the day will be communicated by the school
administration and teachers.
DELAYED START: Delayed starts will be used when temporary adverse weather conditions
exist, including high winds, cold temperatures or unfavorable road conditions. A two-hour
delayed start would allow in-person staff and students extra time to arrive at school. This
option maximizes in-person instructional time with students. VirtualED students and
students learning remotely in the hybrid model would also start two hours late. Speci c
details about schedules for the day will be communicated by school administration and
teachers.
TRADITIONAL “SNOW DAY”: In extreme weather conditions, the district may still call an
inclement weather day with no school for all students.
During this ever-changing pandemic, Blue Valley is prioritizing student learning on inclement weather
days, whether that learning is in-person or remote. By prioritizing learning, the district avoids having to
further extend the school year into June.
Families will continue to receive an email and text message when the school day is modi ed due to
inclement weather. When possible, the announcement will be made the day before so families can
plan. General information about inclement weather is available on the district’s website.

Apply to join our BV support team and make a di erence in your
community
The Blue Valley School District is actively seeking applications for new members of our support team.
Across the country, school districts are experiencing di culties sta ng several of the most critical
school support roles. If 2020 has shown us anything, it is that together, anything is possible. With that
in mind, we are asking you to join us in the driver’s seat, in the classroom, in the lunchroom and in our
schools to help us provide the best in-person learning experience for our students. Blue Valley is
seeking applications for the following support roles within our district:
Bus drivers (Training provided)
Substitute teachers (60 hours college credit required to apply)
Paraeducators
Custodians
Food Service workers
If you are looking to make a positive impact in your community and in the lives of our children, we
encourage you to apply for one of these support opportunities in the district, or share this information
with someone you think would be a good t to join our team. For more information and to apply for
school-level openings, visit the Blue Valley employment website. Apply for bus driver positions online.

Blue Valley Northwest Community: Help Celebrate Our Senior
Class 2021
The Senior Celebration Parent Committee invites the entire BVNW Area Community to join us in
working to support the Class of 2021 during this challenging year. Here's your chance to show our
fantastic seniors what it means to be part of this great community!
Please see the attached yer detailing this year's Adopt-a-Senior Program! We welcome the entire
community to adopt a senior to show them how much they are loved and celebrated. You can choose
your favorite neighbor, babysitter, family friend, or a great kid you don't even know! Once matched, a
list of the seniors' favorites will be shared with sponsors. Check out the Sign Up Genius link found on
the yer to select a senior TODAY!
Thank you for helping support the BVNW Class of 2021. Questions, please contact us at
bvnw2021@gmail.com.

Counselor's Corner
The holiday season can be stressful for many people. There are the usual sources of stress, such as
nancial strains and high expectations among family members. This year we are also facing the
pandemic, which is exacerbating the stress in everyone’s lives. Amid all of this, one stress that always
arises is nding just the right holiday gifts for our children.
Have you noticed how much effort some folks put into nding holiday gifts for their kids? I bet you
know someone who doesn’t think twice about spending endless hours—or even days—scouring the
Internet for that perfect gift that their child has been wanting.
Let’s think about it. Is there anything wrong with this? What’s the problem with spending lots of time
and energy looking for neat and nifty gifts for our kids?
Nothing. However, what happens when we exert more energy on nding those gifts rather than

showing our youngsters what a gift they are to us?
Unfortunately, I’ve done this too. Yes, I’ve fallen into this trap! I’ve worn myself out trying to make
things so perfect that I’ve forgotten the most perfect gift of all—the expression of never-ending,
unconditional love.
We’re all wired to need it. All of us yearn for a relationship with someone who will love us forever,
regardless of how stinky we behave. Isn’t this the greatest gift we can give our loved ones? Isn’t this
what the holiday season is really about?
This year, my hope is that you’ll:
•spend more time playing with your kids than you spend shopping for them,
•remember that the gift they really yearn for is you,
•hug them and smile into their eyes as often as possible, and
•show them through your never-ending love what a precious gift they are.

Thanks for reading! Our goal is to help as many families as possible
Dr. Charles Fay

Please reach out if we can help in any way. Lori Cook (A-K; lmcook@bluevalleyk12.org) and Trish
Madsen (L-Z; tmadsen@bluevalleyk12.org)

Internet Access Support Program
IASP is a program in the Kansas City area that provides families with assistance with internet and PC
computers. If this would help your family, please see the attachments for more information.
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