T-Bird Times
December 18th, 2020

Calendar
December
23-31- No School - Winter Break
January
1 - No School
4 - School Resumes for Students and Staff
15 - No School for Students; Professional Learning and Grade for Staff
18 - No School, MLK, Jr. Day

Principals Note:
HMS Families,

This marks our last T-Bird Times newsletter for the year 2020. It is hard to believe that we are a few
days away from winter break. In re ecting back to January 1, 2020, I never could have imagined what
this year would bring us. I do know that I am so proud of our entire school community for the manner
in which we have managed the changes, restrictions, transitions, and everything else related to COVID19. Our students, staff, parents, and entire school community are awesome! Because of everyone’s
efforts, we have plenty we can celebrate at HMS.
I also want to let our school community know that today is Mrs. Haeffner’s last o cial day before she
begins maternity leave. Mrs. Haeffner has been quarantining and working from home as her family
awaits the arrival of baby Haeffner. Mrs. Haeffner will be back at HMS in April. Until then, please direct
any questions or communications meant for her to me. I am excited to step in and manage athletics,
activities, clubs, and the many other duties while Mrs. Haeffner is on maternity leave. We wish her and
her family well as they add a little one soon.
While this is the last complete school newsletter until we return in January, I will share a January
red/blue calendar once the January learning mode is announced next week.
I wish you and your family well, and I look forward to our journey into the 2021 year and second
semester.
Below this note you will nd the following information:
Winter MAP Testing Window
Boy’s Basketball Information (8th grade only)
End of Semester Grade Information
Chromebook Reminder
Red/Blue Calendar for December
Modi ed Block Schedule
Inclement Weather Plan
Apply to Join the BV Support Team
Counseling Corner
Have a great winter break and let me know if you need anything.
Sincerely,
Nate Winslow
Principal
Harmony Middle School

Winter MAP Testing Window
I wanted to make you aware that we will be administering Winter MAP tests this year to measure the
current instructional levels of our students.
Data obtained through this particular instance of MAP testing will measure student progress on
speci c standards and will provide us with information and insight that allow us to better support
your student.
This year’s Winter testing window is January 25th to February 12th, as we want students to test with
their 2nd semester teachers. Please let me know if you have any questions. Soon, we will settle on
exact dates for testing. Once that happens, I will share that information with everyone.

Boy’s Basketball Information (8th grade only)
Boys Basketball Starts January 4th!
8th grade boys intermural basketball will begin January 4th at 3:10-4:30. Practice will be held MondayFriday. Coach Holopirek will send out a more complete practice schedule at a later date. Below are
several important items to know if your student would like to participate.
Our teams will be led by Head Coach Matt Holopirek - mrholopirek@bluevalleyk12.org
Athletes competing with club teams will be able to participate in intermural basketball.
Intermurals are open to both students enrolled in In-Person and VirtualED learning.
Intermural teams will compete against intermural teams from other Blue Valley middle schools.
Intermural teams will be coached by Harmony Middle School coaches.
After a few practices, coaches will assign players to teams based upon ability level.
Administrators, coaches, and athletic trainers will collaborate to establish and utilize procedures
to mitigate risks.
Players and coaches will wear masks at all times.
All participants will complete daily COVID temperature screenings.
Students will need to arrange their own transportation to school for practices and home games.
Transportation will be provided from a student’s home school for away games.
REQUIRED FORMS
1. If your student will participate in intermural boys basketball, please ll out this Boys Basketball
Sign-Up form.
2. Each student participating in intermural sports must submit a completed 2020 Intermural PreParticipation Packet to the HMS o ce. This packet includes a permission form, a COVID-19
questionnaire, and a transportation consent and release form. This packet must be on le at HMS
prior to participation in an intermural practice or game. Families are encouraged to submit these
to the HMS o ce at their earliest convenience.
If a student submitted a 2020 Intermural Pre-Participation Packet for cheerleading, cross
country, or football, the student does not need to submit a second packet in order to participate in
boys basketball.
Physicals are not required to be submitted for students to compete in intermurals.

End of Semester Grading Info
The end of the rst semester is nearly here. Our students have had a great rst semester of learning
and we continue to see the positive impacts of our learning management system, Canvas, in our
classrooms. As we gear up for the end of the semester, please take note of the important information
below regarding grades and courses in Canvas.
End of Semester Information
At the end of the day on Thursday, January 14th, courses in Canvas will conclude and will no longer be
visible on the Canvas Parent app. A concluded course is only visible through the Canvas Website. To
view rst semester courses and grades after January 14th, open Canvas in a web browser, log in, and
click on the Courses tab. Click View All Courses and scroll down to nd the past enrollments. Access
Past Enrollment guide (Video tutorial)

Final exam scores and other individual assignment grades can be viewed in Canvas. Semester grades
reports will be published in ParentVUE in January.
Need some help?
Blue Valley has a variety of resources available for parent support on the district’s Canvas web page,
www.bluevalleyk12.org/canvas.

Chromebook Reminder
Please be sure to have your student charge their Chromebook over break. This will help ensure they
work properly on January 4 when class resumes. Thanks.

Red/Blue December Calendar
Please scroll to the bottom of newsletter for PDF copies of calendar.

Modi ed Block Schedule
Please scroll to the bottom of newsletter for PDF copies of schedule.

Delayed Start Learning Day (Inclement Weather) Plans
In Kansas, it is likely over the next several months we’ll see forecasts that call for inclement weather.
Blue Valley encourages students and families to be prepared by:
Bringing home district-provided devices daily
Reviewing 2020-21 inclement weather learning options
NEW! REMOTE LEARNING DAY: A remote learning day will be used when adverse weather
conditions exist that make travel to and from school unsafe. The learning day will include
check-ins with teachers and asynchronous work for all students, including VirtualED.
Speci c details about schedules for the day will be communicated by the school
administration and teachers.
DELAYED START: Delayed starts will be used when temporary adverse weather conditions
exist, including high winds, cold temperatures or unfavorable road conditions. A two-hour
delayed start would allow in-person staff and students extra time to arrive at school. This
option maximizes in-person instructional time with students. VirtualED students and
students learning remotely in the hybrid model would also start two hours late. Speci c
details about schedules for the day will be communicated by school administration and
teachers.
TRADITIONAL “SNOW DAY”: In extreme weather conditions, the district may still call an
inclement weather day with no school for all students.
During this ever-changing pandemic, Blue Valley is prioritizing student learning on inclement weather
days, whether that learning is in-person or remote. By prioritizing learning, the district avoids having to
further extend the school year into June.
Families will continue to receive an email and text message when the school day is modi ed due to
inclement weather. When possible, the announcement will be made the day before so families can
plan. General information about inclement weather is available on the district’s website.

Apply to join our BV support team and make a di erence in your
community

The Blue Valley School District is actively seeking applications for new members of our support team.
Across the country, school districts are experiencing di culties sta ng several of the most critical
school support roles. If 2020 has shown us anything, it is that together, anything is possible. With that
in mind, we are asking you to join us in the driver’s seat, in the classroom, in the lunchroom and in our
schools to help us provide the best in-person learning experience for our students. Blue Valley is
seeking applications for the following support roles within our district:
Bus drivers (Training provided)
Substitute teachers (60 hours college credit required to apply)
Paraeducators
Custodians
Food Service workers
If you are looking to make a positive impact in your community and in the lives of our children, we
encourage you to apply for one of these support opportunities in the district, or share this information
with someone you think would be a good t to join our team. For more information and to apply for
school-level openings, visit the Blue Valley employment website. Apply for bus driver positions online.

Counselor's Corner
We know your family has been spending a lot of together time in the last year! We thought this article
could help parents navigate when their children are not getting along. As always, if we can help in any
way, please feel free to reach out.
Lori Cook (A-K) and Trish Madsen (L-Z)
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/should-parents-intervene-siblingsght_l_5fcfb5a3c5b6787f2a9b39f8?vd7&?ncid=newsltushpmgvoices_Parents&scrlybrkr=41000cf1
Please reach out if we can help in any way. Lori Cook (A-K; lmcook@bluevalleyk12.org) and Trish
Madsen (L-Z; tmadsen@bluevalleyk12.org)
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