T-Bird Times
March 5th, 2021

Calendar
March
8- Musical Auditions begin
8- 6th grade band practice 3:00-4:00
9- Strings Concert @ Oxford Middle School
6th grade 4:30-5:30
7th grade 5:50-6:50
8th grade 7:10-8:10
9- 7th grade band practice 3:00-4:00
10- 8th grade band practice 3:00-4:00
12- Last day for Go for the Green Harvesters food drive

15-22 NO SCHOOL - SPRING BREAK

Principals Note:
HMS Families,
The weather this week has been so wonderful at HMS as we know our students have loved being able
to get outside for mask breaks and class while at school and do other things they enjoy while at home.
It truly feels like spring is upon us. Next week is the last week of the 3rd quarter. Please encourage your
students to complete all coursework by March 12.
Next week we nish our annual “Go for the Green” food drive. Every year, our community provides
many meals to help those less fortunate than us. I would love to see our community continue this long
standing tradition and support those in need in the KC metro area. HMS has been awarded the top
giving school 13 years in a row!
We continue to prepare for all in-person students to begin attending school every day starting on
March 23. Our staff is incredibly excited to have all students in class and be able to teach and interact
with those students face to face. More information about March 23 will come in next week’s
newsletter.
Below this note you will nd the following information:
“Go for the Green” Food Drive
2nd Semester Course Fee Reminder
Purchase a Yearbook
Hybrid Information for in person learners
End of Quarter Information
Safety Reminders
March Calendar
Red/Blue Modi ed Block Schedule
Securly Parent App
HMS PTO Student Directory
PTO
Counseling Corner
Please let me know if you have any questions. Have a great weekend!
Nate Winslow
Principal
Harmony Middle School

"Go for the Green" Food Drive
Each year HMS participates in the ‘Go For the Green’ food drive for Harvesters. We have had the most
food donated than any other school in the metro area for many years! The food drive ends March 12.
The need for food assistance is greater now more than ever with people in our community out of work
or sick. Please do what you can to help….for every dollar you donate, Harvesters can provide 3 meals
f f ili i
d

2nd Semester Course Fees
Fees for student courses for 2nd semester have been posted to ParentVUE. Please log into ParentVUE
to see if your student has any outstanding fees.

Want a 20-21 Yearbook?
Many families have already purchased a 20-21 yearbook. To con rm whether or not you’ve purchased
one, please log in to ParentVue, then choose Fee from the menu on the left, and your Paid Fees should
appear near the bottom of the page. If you’re having trouble viewing fees, try using a computer rather
than a phone or try using another internet browser. If you have not purchased a yearbook and would
like to purchase one using the on-line method, you will need to do so no later than Feb 28th.
Otherwise, you may send cash or a check to the bookkeeper in the main o ce. Please contact Julie
Roane, our bookkeeper, at jaroane@bluevalleyk12.org with questions.

Hybrid Information for In-Person Learners
This document contains important information about the Hybrid learning mode for in person students
at HMS. There is also information below to help students with the transition back to Hybrid learning.
Hybrid Information Document

End of Quarter Information: Canvas Courses
At the end of each quarter, most courses in Canvas will conclude and will no longer be visible on the
Canvas app. A concluded course is only visible through the Canvas website by selecting All Courses on
the Courses tab and scrolling down to the Past Enrollments section. Courses for this quarter will
conclude on March 12th, 11:59pm. Report cards will be generated and viewed on ParentVUE at the
end of the school day on March 26. At the start of the new quarter, teachers will publish new Canvas
courses. As courses are published, students and families will again be able to see current courses on
the Canvas app and Canvas website. For Canvas parent resources, visit
www.bluevalleyk12.org/canvas.
*CANVAS TIP: Be sure you have downloaded the latest version of the Canvas Parent App (download in
iTunes and Google Play).

Safety Reminders from Overland Park Police Department
From providing a safe learning environment at school to making sure students arrive at school and
back home securely, the well-being of our students is a top priority. We are fortunate in Blue Valley that
these efforts are supported by great partnerships with you, our families, and a strong collaborative
relationship with local authorities like the Overland Park Police Department (OPPD). As spring
approaches and more students are walking or biking to school, OPPD would like to remind students
and families about the “Do’s and Don’ts” of walking to and from school. Next week on Thursday the
11th, OPPD o cers will be on-site during school dismissal to share safety reminders with students. We
encourage you to have age-appropriate conversations about safety with your student. Thank you for
partnering with us to help keep all students safe.

March Calendar

HMS Red/Blue Modiﬁed Block Schedule

Securly Parent App

Your child’s online safety, in the palm of your hand. We recognize that student safety and well-being
in the online world is a shared responsibility between our schools and families, especially during this
time of In-person and VirtualED modes of learning. As part of the Blue Valley’s commitment to digital
safety, families can download @SecurlyHome Parent Portal app for opportunities to monitor your
child’s online activity, set custom lters, pause the internet and more on their child’s district-provided
device device. Download today on iTunes or Google Play!
Parents that have “Education Rights” and “Lives With” in Synergy/ParentVue will have access to
an account. The login for the Securly App will be the parent email address listed in ParentVue. Put
in a BV Care Technology ticket if you have trouble getting started.
Click here to learn more about Securly Home Parent monitoring.

HMS PTO Student Directory
Any VirtualED family that would like to pick up an HMS directory can stop by the o ce and do so at
any time. All directories have been distributed to in person learners. Please contact the front o ce if
you have any questions or to let us know you will be stopping by to pick up your directory.

PTO
Staff Thank You Notes
Thank you so much for the unexpected Valentine gift! I know it is not really the holiday that spurred
the kind gesture but rather just the opportunity it provided for you all to show off how amazingly
awesome and supportive you all are. You truly go above in beyond and I super appreciate the kind and
thoughtful gift! I enjoyed a nice little easy (no prep/cleanup 😊) dinner night with my wife.
I just wanted to send a quick thanks to our wonderful PTO for the Valentine lottery. I won and was so
happy not to have to cook dinner after my son’s 8th grade basketball game last week. You really spoil
us, and I am so thankful for your involvement in HMS. You truly make it a better place!
Thank you so much for the fun Valentine lottery and gifts for the staff! That was such a wonderful
surprise that we all appreciated so much. Also, thank you for everything that PTO is doing for us this
year! In a crazy year those little things really brighten our days!
You guys, the Valentine's Day activities at HMS were super fun! Thanks for the scratch-offs and the
prizes (and the cookies!). We all felt very loved! 🙂
Thank you so much for your endless support for all of us at HMS. It is appreciated more than you
know. The time and effort you put into supporting us does not go unnoticed. Thank you for your
support!
I wanted to the PTO for all of the spoiling you do for the staff at HMS. You are constantly doing things
for us that are above and beyond to make us feel special. The Valentine’s Day lottery with
individualized gift cards and chocolates was amazing. I’m not sure how you pulled that off, but it was
awesome. I can’t wait to get a sub from Jersey Boys sometime soon. I appreciate all that you do for us
here at HMS. You rock!
I just wanted to let you know how DELIGHTED I was to win the Valentine’s lottery. I don’t usually win
those types of ra es, so it was perfect timing. Also, my family moved this weekend (very crazy with a
toddler) and the Jersey Boy’s gift card was a big help! I hope you will extend my thanks to the other
members of the PTA. I have been appreciative of your efforts this year.
I would like to thank the PTO members for going out of your way to make us feel special during this
very different year. You all have showered us with kindness, goodies, and attention all year. Most
recently, your generous Valentine’s Day treats and gift cards were so thoughtful. Thank you for
working so hard to make us feel special!
Just wanted to send a quick email and say thank you for the Valentines lottery prize and everything
else you have done for us this year!! With the crazy year, it is always so fun to have different surprises!
😊 Just wanted to make sure you know that it doesn’t go unnoticed.
I’m writing to give you a great big thank you for the contributions you guys have made in making HMS
a much more peppy and enjoyable place to work for teachers this year. In particular, the Valentines
lottery was a great time, and I was divided when I found out I won! The special things you guys have
done for us this year have helped us keep our spirits up despite the challenges of this school year. You
make us feel appreciated, and that means the world to us. Thanks again for what you guys do for our
school. It lifts us, and I’m sure a lot of that added happiness rubs off on the students.
I wanted to thank the PTO for the generous gift cards I won in the Valentine’s Day lottery at HMS.
What a great surprise!! I love Chick-Filet and enjoyed my chocolate malt along with the sandwich. I

appreciate your kindness. It is a pleasure to be able to work with your children every day at HMS.
Thank you for supporting the staff and all the things you do.
Thank you SO much for the sweet Valentine’s Day lotto ticket and prize. It was such a nice surprise. We
appreciate all you do for us, especially during this challenging year. These events/treats mean so much
to us!

HMS Chipotle Fundraiser

HMS PTO Sta appreciation "Spring Break Shopping Spree"
Gift Card Donation Drive
Please consider donating a $20 gift card that will be given to one of our 58 amazing HMS Staff
Members! We have collected each staff member's favorite "Place to Shop" and included the store
names below. Please send in your gift card donation with your student to drop off to the main o ce.
You can also drop it off at the HMS o ce between the hours of 7:45 - 3 PM if your student is virtual.
Please turn in gift card donations by Wednesday, March 10th. Thank you so much for your support
and generosity! We know the teachers will love getting a terri c gift card to their favorite "place to
shop" before they leave for Spring Break. Please click on the Sign-Up Genius Link below to sign up:

Harmony Middle School PTO: HMS Staff Appreciation Spring Break Shopping Gift Card Donation
(signupgenius.com)

Counselor's Corner
Attention Parents!
Next week is……THE LAST WEEK OF THE 3RDQUARTER. Please go through canvas with your child and
have them turn in any assignments that may need to be completed!
In two short weeks, all students who chose in person classes will be here Monday through Friday for
the start of Quarter 4. Please see the linked article for conversation starters and some different ideas
to talk to your kids about school. https://www.understood.org/en/learning-thinkingdifferences/understanding-childs-challenges/talking-with-your-child/how-to-say-it-questions-to-askyour-child-about-school
As always, please reach out if you need anything!

Go For the Green
HMS has had a unique partnership with our local Harvesters organization which allows us to
encourage our families and staff to help reduce food insecurity in the metro area! “Go For the Green”
has been successful for many years and HMS has been recognized for having the most food
donations than any other school in the entire metro!
HMS Student Council is excited to announce that this year we will host the food drive from March 1st12th! We will have barrels set up in the pods as well as in the front of the school to allow all students
and families to donate when it is convenient for them. STUCCO members will be at every entrance
from March 1st-12th to collect items and give students tickets for a lunchtime ra e. The winner at
each grade level will receive a full-size candy bar or Skittles each day of the drive. We will have daily
drawings for those who donate as well as a prize for the class who has the most participation!
The need for food assistance is greater now more than ever with people in our community out of work
or sick. Please do what you can to help….for every dollar you donate, Harvesters can provide 3 meals
for families in need.
We’re looking forward to seeing what our TBird family can make happen!
HMS Counselors, Lori Cook and Trish Madsen

Harmony Middle School
@HMSTBirds
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